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CHARTER 

JER.  GRIDLEY,  G.  M. 

To  all  and  Every  Our  Right  Worshipful   and   Loving 
Brethren,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  now  residing,  or 
that  may  hereafter  reside  at  Hartford,  in  the  Colony  of 
[L.  S.]       Connecticut. 

The  Right  Worshipful  Jeremy  Gridley,  Esq.,  Provin- 
cial Grand  Master  of  the  Antient  and  Honorable  Society 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in  North  America, 

Sendeth  Greeting 

Whereas,  Application  hath  been  made  unto  us  by  several  Breth- 
ren of  the  Antient  and  Honorable  Society  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  now  residing  in  Hartford,  aforesaid.  That  we  would  be 
pleased  to  Constitute  them  into  a  Regular  Lodge,  that  Masonry 
may  increase  and  flourish  in  these  Parts; 

Now  Know  Ye 

That  we  have  nominated,  Ordained,  Constituted  and  Ap- 
pointed Our  Right  Worshipful  and  well  beloved  Brother,  Mr. 
John  Townley,  to  be  the  first  Master  of  the  Lodge  at  Hartford, 
aforesaid,  and  do  hereby  empower  him  to  Congregate  the  Brethren 
and  form  them  into  a  Regular  Lodge,  he  taking  special  care  in 
choosing  two  Wardens  and  other  Officers  necessary  for  the  due 
Regulations  thereof  for  one  year;  at  the  end  whereof  the  Lodge 
shall  have  power  to  Choose  and  Appoint  their  Master  and  other 
Officers,  and  so  Annually;  the  Master  and  Wardens,  for  the  time  be- 
ing, taking  special  care  that  all  and  every  Member  Admitted  into 
said  Lodge  from  time  to  time,  have  been,  or  shall  be,  made  Regu- 
lar Masons,  and  that  they  do  cause  all  and  every  the  Regulations 
contained  in  the  printed  book  of  Constitutions  (except  such  as  have 
been  or  may  be  repealed  at  any  Quarterly  Communication,  or 
other  General  Meeting  in  London,)  to  be  kept  and  Observed:  and 
Also  all  such  other  Rules  and  Instructions  as  shall  be  from  time  to 
time  transmitted  to  them  by  us,  our  Deputy,  or  the  Grand  Master 
or  his  Deputy  for  the  time  being;  and  that  they  do  Annually  send 
in  writing  to  us,  or  our  Deputy,  or  the  Grand  Master  or  his  Deputy 
for  the  time  being,  an  Account  of  the  names  of  the  members  of  said 
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lodge,  and  their  place  of  abode,  with  the  days  and  place  of  meet- 
ing, with  any  other  things  they  may  think  proper  to  communicate 
for  the  benefit  of  their  lodge;  and  that  they  do  send  two  Guineas 
for  their  Constitution,  to  be  paid  into  the  stock  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  Boston;  and  further  that  they  do  annually  keep,  or  cause  to  be 
kept,  the  Feast  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  dine  together  on  that 
day,  or  near  that  day,  as  shall  be  judged  most  convenient;  and  lastly, 
that  they  do  regularly  communicate  with  the  Grand  Lodge  in  Bos- 
ton, by  sending  in  their  Quarterly  Communications  such  charity 
as  their  Lodge  shall  think  fitt  for  the  relief  of  poor  brethren,  as  also 
three  Guineas  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Grand  Lodge  in  London. 

Given  under  our  hand  and  seal,  this  Twenty-first  day  of  March, 
Anno  Dom:  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-two,  and  of 
Masonry,  Five  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  sixty-two. 
By  the  Grand  Master's  Command, 
EDM.  Quincy,  G.  Sec'y. 

Rob't  Jenkins,    D.  G.  M. 

John  Box,  S.  G.  W. 

Rob't  Williams,  J.  G.  W. 
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FOREWORD 

The  "First  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in  Hart- 
ford" created  by  the  Charter  issued  March  21,  1702,  has  in  two 
centuries  grown  to  be  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.. 
Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut. 

This  is  a  reasonably  chronological  presentation  of  the  story  ol 
the  events  of  those  two  hundred  years  with  names  and  essential 
biographical  material  to  identify  the  people  who  created,  con- 
trolled and  disposed  of  those  events.  This  is  not  the  story  of  the 
lives  of  the  members  or  even  of  the  ranking  officers;  it  is  rather  the 
story  of  the  life  of  the  Lodge. 

Other  vastly  more  capable  students  of  the  history  of  Hartford, 
of  Connecticut  and  of  the  United  States  have  committed  to  paper 
extensive  biographical  material  covering  the  extramural  activities 
of  the  Masons  herein  mentioned  whose  impact  upon  the  world 
without  our  tyled  doors  justified  such  record.  I  shall  not  gild  the 
lily. 

Such  biographical  material  as  could  be  uncovered  dealing  with 
the  dozen  men  who  sought  the  Charter  has  been  incorporated  in 
this  document.  Appendix  A  is  a  restatement  of  the  available  in- 
formation concerning  meeting  places.  Appendix  B  covers  Masters, 
Treasurers,  Secretaries  and  Tylers  with  corrections  based  upon 
perusal  of  all  of  the  minutes  of  the  Lodge.  These  minutes  com- 
prise eleven  ledger-size,  hand-written  books  covering  all  meetings 
from  January  19,  1763,  through  November  25,  1914.  Fourteen 
smaller  hand-written  volumes  carry  the  minutes  to  December  5, 
1934.  The  rest  of  the  record  to  date  (1961)  is  a  modern  loose-leaf 
typescript  of  more  than  3,000  additional  pages. 

The  material  prepared  for  the  175th  anniversary  by  our  late 
Brother  George  S.  Dunkelberger,  has  been  of  great  value.  I  am  in- 
debted to  the  Grand  Historian,  R.  W.  Brother  James  R.  Case,  for 
material  which  he  has  gathered  within  and  without  the  official 
Grand  Lodge  files.  M.  W.  Earle  K.  Haling,  P.  G.  M.,  present  Grand 
Secretary,  deserves  thanks  for  half-tones  of  St.  John's  Past  Grand 
Masters.  The  files  of  the  local  newspapers,  The  Hartford  Courant 
(1764  to  date)  and  The  Hartford  Times  (1817  to  date),  have  been 
consulted  for  selected  periods.  The  Connecticut  Historical  Society 
office  has  been  consulted  as  have  records  in  the  State  Library.  The 
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writer's  memory  of  more  than  a  half-century  of  Hartford  or  a 
quarter  of  the  Lodge's  life  has  played  a  part,  confirmed,  for  safety's 
sake,  by  miscellaneous  material  covering  fragments  of  that  memory. 

I  would  be  remiss  if  I  did  not  thank  the  other  members  of  the 
History  committee  who  have  read  the  manuscript  and  offered  com- 
ment thereon.  My  thanks  also  go  to  my  wife  for  sharing  in  the 
chores  incident  to  the  completion  of  the  final  manuscript. 

Many  facts  will  doubtless  be  missed,  some  consigned  to  oblivion 
by  the  terse  long-hand  records  of  our  late  brethren  and  others  be- 
cause they  did  not  call  for  preservation  on  paper.  That  part  of  the 
record  which  constitutes  the  minutes  of  the  Lodge  is  complete, 
the  archives  are  not.  I  say  this  latter  not  in  complaint  but  rather  to 
temper  the  profound  admiration  I  hold  for  the  men  who  preserved 
the  minute  books.  Few  organizations  have  all  of  their  formal  min- 
utes for  periods  much  shorter  than  200  years.  We  have  the  whole 
two  centuries. 

When  this  book  is  dust  I  trust  those  minute  books  will  still  pay 
tribute  to  the  men  who  made  them  and  performed  the  deeds  they 
record. 

William  C.  Murray,  P.M. 
Lodge  Historian,  i960, 1961. 
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ST.  JOHN'S  LODGE  No.  4 


TWELVE  MEN  AND  A  "DEPUTATION" 
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ASONIC  Records  in  Connecticut  indicate  that  by  the  mid- 
1700's  there  were  members  of  the  craft  in  almost  every  sizable  town 
in  the  Colony.  To  a  large  extent  their  home  lodges  were  elsewhere 
—across  the  ocean  or  in  the  larger  centers  of  population  such  as 
Boston  and  New  York. 

In  the  busy  little  town  of  Hartford,  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
which  gave  its  name  to  the  British  Colony  twelve  members  of  the 
fraternity  were  signatories  to  a  letter  "craving  a  deputation"  to  per- 
mit formation  of  a  lodge  in  their  town.  The  "deputation"  was 
destined  to  be  the  fifth  granted  in  the  Colony  although  the  later 
demise  of  the  second  lodge  (at  New  London)  left  the  lodge  at 
Hartford  in  fourth  position  chronologically  when  numbers  were 
assigned. 

The  request  for  the  "deputation"  was  directed  to  Right  Wor- 
shipful Jeremy  Gridley,  Esquire,  "Provincial  Grand  Master  of  the 
Antient  and  Honourable  Society  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in 
North  America." 

The  funeral  of  Colonel  Nathan  Payson  of  the  First  Regiment  of 
Provincials  of  the  Colony  would  seem  to  be  a  prime  factor  in  the 
organization  of  a  lodge  where  none  had  been  before.  The  death 
and  funeral  of  the  Colonel  were  reported  in  the  New  England  Sum- 
mary of  New  London  in  the  following  language: 

"Hartford,  April  23.  1761 
"On  Monday  the  20th  Instant  was  decently  interred  here  NA- 
THAN PAYSON,  Esq.,  2nd  Col.  of  the  First  Regiment  of  the 
Provincials  of  this  Colony;  the  Procession  was  headed  by  a  Com- 
pany of  Militia,  followed  by  the  Brethren  of  the  Ancient  and  Hon- 
ourable Society  of  free  and  accepted  Masons,  the  Bier  was  sup- 
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ported  by  Soldiers  of  the  same  Regiment,  and  the  Pall  by  the 
Majors  and  Captains  of  the  Provincials,  followed  by  the  Mourners 
and  the  Officers  of  the  Army,  and  the  Gentlemen  of  this  and  the 
neighbouring  Towns:  .  .  .  Here  was  the  greatest  concourse  of 
People  that  has  been  known  on  such  an  Occasion  in  the  Memory 
of  the  oldest  Man  among  us.  The  whole  was  Conducted  with  the 
greatest  Regularity,  Decency,  and  Good  Order;  and  indeed  the 
Militia  perform'd  to  Admiration." 

The  notice  goes  on  in  tribute  to  the  courage  which  marked  the 
Colonel's  final  illness  and  to  his  services  as  a  military  man. 

This  gathering  of  Masons  doubtless  had  a  share  in  starting  the 
machinery  that  brought  about  the  organization  of  the  lodge  which 
is  now  St.  John's,  Number  Four.  A  notable  factor  indicating  the 
relationship,  is  the  presence  of  the  name  of  Thomas  Payson  "of 
Boston"  among  the  twelve  who  sought  the  "deputation." 

An  advertisement  in  a  later  issue  of  the  New  England  Summary 
bears  the  signature  of  Thomas  Payson  as  administrator  of  the  es- 
tate of  the  deceased  Colonel.  It  is  not  established  but  it  is  a  reason- 
able assumption  that  Thomas  was  the  brother  of  Nathan,  and  that 
his  share  in  the  petition  indicates  a  warm  regard  for  his  Masonic 
brethen  in  the  Hartford  area. 

The  other  applicants  were  sufficiently  distant  from  their  home 
lodges  to  make  it  appear  that  no  great  effort  was  needed  to  persuade 
them  to  establish  a  more  formal  basis  for  meeting  in  Hartford. 
Eight  of  them  are  recorded  by  the  Grand  Lodge  as  having  been 
made  in  Middletown  (now  St.  John's  No.  2)  and  one  was  an  af- 
filiate there— from  England  via  Boston. 

The  twelve  signers  "craving  a  deputation"  were: 

John  Townley, 

William  Jepson, 

Samuel  Olcott, 

George  Caldwell, 

Abraham  Beach, 

Thomas  Hopkins, 

Jonathan  Wadsworth, 

John  Ellery, 

James  Church, 

Samuel  Flagg, 

Eleazur  Pomeroy,  and 

Thomas  Payson. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  record  to  indicate  how  long  it  required 
for  the  "deputation"  to  get  from  Boston  to  Hartford.  Other  records 


of  travel  conditions  and  the  movement  of  mail  would  provide  some 
excuse  for  a  considerable  time  lag  between  issue  date  ol  March  21, 

1762,  and  the  receipt  of  the  charter  by  John  Townley. 

Just  why  ten  months  elapsed  before  a  meeting  took  place  is 
not  clear  but  certainly  after  the  first  meeting  affairs  moved  with 
celerity. 

The  first  session  of  the  newly  chartered  Lodge  took  place  Janu- 
ary 19,  1763,  at  the  house  of  Hezekiah  Colyer.  Colyer,  who  was  not 
a  Mason,  is  believed  to  have  conducted  a  tavern  or  public  house  at 
the  time. 

The  next  month  and  a  half— January  19  to  February  28— made 
up  for  the  tardiness  with  nine  sessions  at  which  various  pieces  of 
important  business  were  transacted. 

Included  in  this  important  business  was  the  conferral  of  the 
Master  Mason  degree  upon  the  Rev.  Abraham  Beach  and  John 
Ellery,  February  10,  1763,  less  than  a  month  after  the  organization 
meeting.  The  raising  of  these  two  charter  members  is  the  first 
Lodge  record  of  degree  status  for  the  two  men  and  indicates  that 
some  of  their  fellows  on  the  "deputation"  request  already  were 
Master  Masons. 

The  arrangement  of  the  first  minute  book  of  the  Lodge  is  not 
in  the  usual  sequence  with  the  first  meeting  first.  Instead  the  book 
—gift  of  William  Jepson  to  the  new  Lodge— is  named  on  its  flyleaf 
"ByLaws.  .  .  For  the  well  regulating  the  First  Lodge  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  in  Hartford." 

There  follow  four  pages  by  By-laws  and  a  fifth  page  with  min- 
utes of  a  meeting  February  28,  1767,  for  amending  the  by-laws. 
Page  6  is  blank  and  pages  7  and  8  are  devoted  to  a  copy  of  a  letter 
of  report  to  Boston  dated  "Hartford  27th  July  1763."  A  number  of 
pages  following  are  used  for  the  names  of  members  and  eventually 
Page  1  of  the  minutes  presents  the  first  meeting,  January  19,  1763. 

The  records  of  Secretary  Abraham  Beach  are  not  signed,  but 
since  he  listed  himself  as  Secretary  in  the  list  of  officers  he  probably 
deemed  that  enough.  The  actions  of  that  first  meeting,  January  19, 

1763,  require  no  other  presentation  that  his  actual  words: 

"At  a  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  held  at  Hezakiah 
Colyer's  lgthjanuy.  1763 

"Rt.  W.  John  Townley  read  his  Deputation  from  Jeremy  Grid- 
ley  Esqr.  Grand  Master  of  America  appointing  him  Deputy  Grand 
Master  of  this  Lodge  &  after  the  usual  Ceremonies  he  nominated 
aloud,  Brother  William  Jepson  for  his  Senior  Warden,  Brother 
Samuel  Olcott  for  his  Junior  Warden,  Brother  George  Caldwell 


for  his  Treasurer,  Brother  Abraham  Beach  for  his  Secretary;  whom 
the  Lodge  accepted  of  according  to  the  usual  Manner- 
Present 
Rt.         W.  John  Townley  D  G  M 
Samuel  Olcott,  J.  W. 
Br.  George  Caldwell,  Treasr. 
Br.  Abraham  Beach,  Secy 
Br.  James  Church 
Br.  Eleazur  Pomeroy 
Br.  Israel  Knap" 

Brother  Knap  was  technically  a  visitor  although  not  so  listed. 
His  election  to  membership  took  place  at  a  later  meeting. 

St.  John's  Lodge,  Number  Four,  of  1962,  was  on  its  way  into 
Masonic  history  although  it  did  not  then  have  the  name  it  has 
borne  for  more  than  three-quarters  of  its  existence. 

The  following  brief  biographical  paragraphs  identify  the  origi- 
nal twelve  petitioners  and  their  places  in  the  community. 

John  Townley  was  a  native  of  England  and  appears  to  have 
found  his  way  to  Hartford  via  Boston.  He  was  a  retail  merchant  in 
Hartford— some  say  dealing  in  furniture.  An  advertisement  in  the 
Connecticut  Courant  appearing  several  times  in  1766  indicates  a 
more  extensive  stock.  He  offered  for  sale  "a  few  pairs  of  Women's 
and  children's  choice  London  made  stays—."  His  home  lodge  is  not 
known. 

As  a  native  of  England,  and  an  Episcopalian,  his  sympathies 
were  with  the  old  country.  Unlike  Tories  of  domestic  breed  he 
seems  to  have  avoided  arousing  animosities  sufficiently  to  feel  free 
to  petition  the  General  Assembly  of  1777  for  permission  to  return 
to  England.  This  was  granted  in  October,  1777,  in  the  following 
resolution: 

"Resolved  by  this  assembly  that  the  memorialist  have  liberty 
to  return  home  to  England  and  his  Excellency  the  Governor  is  re- 
quested to  give  him  liberty  to  go  to  New  York  by  a  flag  of  truce  at 
the  expense  of  the  memorialist." 

Dr.  William  Jepson,  the  first  Senior  Warden  and  later  first 
elected  Master,  owes  his  title  to  his  profession  of  druggist  or  apothe- 
cary. As  was  the  custom  of  this  time  this  also  included  prescribing 
as  a  physician  and  operating  as  a  surgeon. 

He  came  to  Hartford  from  Boston  where  he  is  believed  to  have 
been  made  a  Mason.  He  had  earlier  affiliated  in  Middletown,  from 
whence  he  shifted  his  membership  to  the  new  Lodge  at  Hartford. 
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In  company  with  Dr.  Sylvanns  Gardinei  <»l  Boston  he  estab- 
lished the  Local  drug  business.  Dr.  Gardiner  remained  in  Boston. 

The  partnership  was  dissolved  late  in  1764  as  indicated  by  a  not  ire- 
dated  January  10,  1705,  and  carried  in  the  Connecticut  Courant 
of  January  14,  1765.  This  advertisement  by  "WILLIAM  JEPSON" 
referred  to  "the  late  company  ol  Gardiner  and  |epson"  and  warned 

the  debtors  of  the  company  to  settle  or  fare  (out  1  action  March  17. 
1765. 

During  the  Revolution  he  served  as  surgeon  in  the  regiment  of 
Samuel  Wyllys. 

Samuel  Olcott  was  a  coastwise  or  West  Indian  trader  who  ap- 
pears to  have  owned  his  own  vessel.  When  he  was  made  a  Mason  at 
Middletown  in  1755  he  was  listed  as  "Capt"  which  at  that  time  in- 
dicated not  only  command  but  ownership  of  the  small  coastwise 
craft. 

George  Caldwell  was  in  partnership  with  his  brother  John 
Caldwell  in  the  business  of  trading  with  the  West  Indies.  Their 
possession  and  operation  of  a  warehouse  on  Ferry  Street  might  in- 
dicate they  were  wholesale  merchants  as  well  as  retail. 

Reverend  Abraham  Beach,  a  native  of  Cheshire,  was  true  to  his 
day,  and  served  not  only  as  a  priest  of  the  Episcopal  Church  (then 
the  Church  of  England)  but  also  as  a  trader  in  salt  and  flax  as  well 
as  dry  goods  and  real  estate.  A  nephew  of  the  patriot  David 
Wooster,  his  church  ties  did  not  complicate  his  political  standing. 
He  was  with  the  army  as  a  civilian— some  say  "suttler."  In  any  event 
he  removed  later  to  New  Jersey  and  subsequently  to  New  York 
where  he  served  on  the  clerical  staff  of  Trinity  Church.  He  served 
still  later  as  Grand  Chaplain  of  New  York.  He  was  made  at  Middle- 
town,  Connecticut,  in  1758. 

Thomas  Hopkins  appears  to  have  been  another  of  that  numer- 
ous group  of  West  Indies  traders  who  called  Hartford  home.  All 
were  major  sufferers  from  the  prohibitions  and  tax  actions  of  par- 
liament and  in  consequence  found  their  native  patriotism  rein- 
forced by  personal  loss  and  suffering.  Hopkins  "was  reputed  to  have 
commanded  a  privateer  during  the  Revolution.  He,  also,  was  made 
in  Middletown  in  1758  and  then  was  listed  as  "Capt." 

Jonathan  Wadsworth,  another  of  that  distinguished  Hartford 
family,  was  made  a  Mason  in  Middletown  in  1758.  He  commanded 
a  company  of  Connecticut  Militia  in  the  Burgoyne  campaign  prior 
to  Saratoga  and  lost  his  life  at  Stillwater  in  1777. 

John  Ellery  was  another  trader  with  the  West  Indies  who  was 
made  a  Mason  at  Middletown  in  1758.  Apparently  he  survived  only 
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Htrtftri*  Afrit  if,  <  1761? 

On  Monday  the  20th  Initant  was  decemfy  Intrrt M 

.    here  Nathan  Payson,  E«*q;  2d.  Col.  of  the  Firft 

Regiment  of  the  Provincials  of  rhis  Colony  $  the 

Proctffion  was  headed  by  a  Company  of  Militia,  fol* 

lowed  by  the  Brethren  of  the  Anciert  and  Honour* 

the    a"'*  ^CQiay  °i  *rfe  anc*  accepted  Mafc-r.s,  the  JBi^r 
wis  fupported  by  the  Soldiers  of  the  izmt  Regionefifj 

**^  an  J  the  Vil\  by  the  Mrjors  ar.dCapta»r  s  ol  the  Pro- 
*  vir.eials,  fohowtd  by  the  Mourners  and  the  Cfficeri 
cf  (he  Army,  and  the  Gentlemen  of  this  and  the 
nt  phheuring  "I  owns  :-•-  Here  was  the  griatelt  con- 
,  ccLffc  -of  People  that  has  been  known  on  foe h  ait 
Occaf:on  in  the  Memory  of  Ihc  o!deft  Man  among 
us.  'I  he  whole  wis  Conducted  with  the  grcatcft 
Regularity,  Decency,  &nd  good  Order  ;  ana  indeed 
the  Miiitta  perform*d  to  Admiration.  •  -••  1 3 is  Sk.k- 
ncfi  was  Short  ^r,d  Painful,  which  he  bore  with  tie 
Patience,  fortitude,  ar.d  Ktfign&tion  c»!  a  C'htif<t»h 
Si  IJier.  fie  has  lift  ts  a  ft r iking  h  Ranee  of  his 
Charitable  Submiflitn.  He  liv'd  Belov'd,  aj  d  died 
Lamented  by  a!!  who  hid  the  Pkafure  of  his  Ae- 
i]inir.rance  ;  And  in  him' the  Gcverrm.fi.t  have  left 
a  faithful  Friend  sr.d  an  experienced  Officer, 
r"A   ^-Heuf'  *  oNOr        *««»*cd   In 
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Funeral  of  Colonel  Nathan  Payson,  the  first  Masonic  funeral  in 
Hartford,  was  reported  thus  in  The  New  England  Summary. 

a  short  time  after  affiliating  with  the  Lodge  at  Hartford.  An  adver- 
tisement in  the  Connecticut  Courant  of  December  17,  1764,  carries 
the  following  message  from  his  son: 

"William  Ellery  once  more  requests  all  those  who  are  still  in- 
debted to  the  Estate  of  Mr.  John  Ellery  deceas'd  immediately  to 
pay  their  respective  Ballances,  or  they  will  be  sued  to  January 
Court  without  distinction." 

James  Church  whose  activities  are  treated  more  extensively 
elsewhere  in  this  record  was  also  a  merchant  in  Hartford.  He,  too, 
was  made  in  Middletown  in  1758.  He  served  in  the  Revolution  and 
in  1781  he  acted  as  deputy  for  the  Massachusetts  Grand  Lodge  at 
the  institution  of  Wooster  Lodge  (now  No.  10)  of  Colchester. 
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THE     HOLY 

BIBLE, 

Containing  the  Old  and  New 

TESTAMENTS: 

Newly  Translated  out  of  the 

ORIGINAL  TONGUES 

And  with  the  former 

TRANSLATIONS 

Diligently   Compared   and   Revised.  . 

By  His  M  A  J  E  S  T  Y  '  s    Special  Command. 

Appointed  to  be  Read  in  CHURCHES. 

EDINBURGH: 

Printed  by  Adrian  Watkins  His  MAJ  ESTY'k  Printer.. 

MDCCLVI. 

— — u. — — i si 1 aaaa  gJ 

The  title  page  of  the  original  Holy  Bible  of  "the  Lodge  at  Hart- 
ford." The  book,  still  in  good  condition,  is  a  part  of  the  Lodge's 
archives.  It  was  published  in  1J56,  six  years  before  the  issuance  of 
the  first  Charter  of  the  Lodge. 


Samuel  Flagg  was  made  a  Mason  at  Middletown,  also  in  173S. 
and  ultimately  became  the  proprietor  of  "'The  Black  Horse."  At 
the  time  of  Lodge  organization  his  mother.  Mrs.  Sarah  Flagg.  was 
operating  the  family  inn. 

Eleazur  Pomeroy  was  another  trader  with  the  West  Indies,  an 
actiye  one  it  would  appear  since  his  death  took  place  at  Guadaloupe 
in  1775.  His  original  Lodge  is  not  a  matter  of  record.  Profits  then. 
as  now,  depended  upon  bill  collections  and  the  Pomeroys  tried  to 
keep  their  aifairs  in  order.  In  the  seyenth  issue  of  the  Connecticut 
Courant.  January  8,  1765.  appeared  this  notice: 

"All  persons  Indebted  to  Ralph  and  Eleazur  Pomeroy.  on  book, 
are  desired  immediately  to  settle  their  accounts.  Hartford.  January 

Thomas  Payson  "of  Boston"  served  in  the  Colonial  forces  dur- 
ing the  French  and  Indian  War  and  was  made  a  Mason  in  a  mili- 
tary lodge  at  Crown  Point  in  1 760. 

As  has  been  noted  already,  the  first  steps  between  the  petition 
for  a  "deputation"  and  the  organizing  meeting  were  deliberate. 
In  contrast,  only  five  days  elapsed  between  the  first  and  second 
meetings.  One  lone  item  of  business  was  transacted  at  the  second 
meeting  but  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance.  The  minute  reads: 

"John  Bunce  was  proposed  to  be  made  a  Mason  in  order  to  of- 
ficiate as  Tyler  of  the  Lodge:  he  was  accordingly  balloted  for  and 
accepted." 

The  choice  was  obyiously  sound  for  it  was  not  until  October  27, 
1779.  sixteen  years  later,  that  William  Watson  went  through  the 
same  sequence  of  action  to  assist  "Bro.  Bunce  who  is  by  infirmity 
unable  to  attend  steadily." 

The  last  day  of  January  in  1763  marked  the  proposal  of  Wil- 
liam Fllerv  by  his  father,  John  Ellery,  and  of  Joseph  Talcott,  Jr., 
by  George  Caldwell.  The  yote  upon  the  two  on  February  3,  1763, 
marks  the  first  membership  actions  after  the  necessary  task  of  secur- 
ing Brother  Bunce  for  the  Tyler's  post. 

The  third  meeting  on  January  27,  1763,  is  notable  for  the  fact 
that  the  Lodge  had  six  yisiting  brethren  recorded  in  the  minutes. 
Leading  the  list  was  Israel  Putnam  who  at  succeeding  dates  re- 
newed  his  Hartford  friendships  with  some  regularity  although  each 
visit  meant  a  journey  of  more  than  forty  miles  each  way.  John 
Bunce  was  actually  made  a  Mason  at  the  same  session.  The  minutes 
of  February  28  at  which  the  by-laws  were  amended  are  not  repeated 
in  their  proper  order. 

During  the  winter  the  meeting  place  was  changed  from  Heze- 
kiah  Colver's  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Flagg's  tavern,  about  opposite  the  pres- 
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ent  First  Church  site  on  Main  Street.  Meeting  al  the  latin  place  on 

June  23,  1763,  the  Lodge  voted: 

"That  the  Festival  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  be  celebrated  by  this 
Lodge  tomorrow  at  their  Lodge  Room  the  Brethren  to  meet  at 
twelve  o'clock." 

The  session  was  important  for  more  than  its  festive  purp 
as  revealed  by  the  minutes  which  record  the  vote  that  the    Grand 
Lodge  at  Boston"  be  advised  about  the  membership  and  the  time 
and  place  of  meetings. 

Although  this  action  may  appear  somewhat  tardy  it  is  in  the 
pattern  of  the  initial  organization  which  allowed  a  lapse  of  ten 
months  between  the  date  the  "deputation"  was  issued  and  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Lodge.  Not  quite  six  months  separate  the  first  meet- 
ing from  the  decision  to  advise  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  rate  of  speed 
was  picking  up. 

Right  Worshipful  John  Townley  declined  to  succeed  himself 
as  Master  although  later  minutes  show  that  he  continued  to  be  an 
active  participant  for  some  time  and  sponsored  two  candidates  in 
1766. 

The  first  election  of  officers  on  June  24,  1763,  placed  the  Lodge 
under  the  leadership  of: 

R.  W.  William  Jepson,  Dep.  G.  Master 

W.  Samuel  Olcott,  Senr.  Warden 

W.  James  Church,  Junr.  Warden 
Br.  Abraham  Beach,  Secretary 
Br.  William  Ellery,  Treasurer 

James  Church,  a  new  officer  in  the  line,  was  an  important 
choice  as  will  be  seen  later. 

In  that  more  leisurely  age  it  is  not  surprising  that  another 
thirty-three  days  elapsed  after  the  vote  before  the  notice  went  for- 
ward to  Boston. 

Because  the  letter  is  an  excellent  mirror  of  the  times  as  well  as  a 
concise  statement  of  fact  it  is  quoted  from  the  copy  preserved  in  the 
minute  and  by-law  book: 

"Hartford  27th  July  1763. 

"Rt.Worshipfull- 

'Tm  directed  by  the  Master.  "Wardens  &  members  of  the  newly 
instituted  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in  Hartford  to 
render  you  and  the  other  Officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  Boston 
our  sincere  Acknowledgments  for  the  Constitution  you've  been 
pleased  on  our  request  to  grant  to  this  Lodge:  and  to  assure  you  we 
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shall  ever  make  it  our  constant  Endeavour,  as  we  trust  it  will  be 
our  highest  Pleasure  to  square  our  Actions  agreeable  to  the  Rules 
of  our  honourable  Profession:  thereby  rendering  ourselves  worthy 
of  the  Favour  you've  been  pleased  to  bestow  upon  us;  and  in  some 
Measure  answering  the  Expectations  you  might  reasonably  con- 
ceive from  a  Lodge,  the  Pillars  whereof  are  Wisdom,  Strength  and 
Beauty. 

"We  beg  leave  further  to  observe  that  by  virtue  of  your  Deputa- 
tion appointing  Rt.  W.  John  Townley,  D.  G.  M.  of  this  Lodge  he 
congregated  together  &  formed  them  into  a  regular  Lodge  on  the 
19th  Day  of  January  5763  and  appointed  Two  Wardens  &  other 
Officers  necessary  for  the  due  Regulation  of  the  same;  who  served 
the  Lodge  in  their  respective  Places  'till  the  Past  Anniversary  Festi- 
val of  St.  John  the  Baptist  at  which  Time  the  Members  elected 
their  Officers  at  their  Lodge  Room  at  the  sign  of  the  Black  Horse  in 
this  To"wn  according  to  the  Following  List  of  Members  of  the 
Lodge  of  Free  and  accepted  Masons  in  Hartford 

"Rt.  W.  Willm.  Jepson,  D.  G.  M. 

"W.  Saml.  Olcott,  S.  W. 

"W.  James  Church,  Jr.  W. 

"Br.  Abram.  Beach,  Sy. 

"Br.  Willm.  Ellery,  Tr. 

"Br.  John  To"wnley  of  Hartford 

"Br.  George  Chadwick       Do 

"Br.  Thomas  Hopkins       Do 

"Br.  Jonth.  Wadsworth     Do 

"Br.  John  Ellery  Do 

"Br.  Samuel  Flagg  Do 

"Br.  Eleazur  Pomeroy        Do 

"Br.  Thomas  Payson      Boston 

"Br.  Israel  Knapp  Hartford 

"Br.  John  Wynne,  Lt.  in  46th  Rt. 

"Br.  James  Tiley  Hartford 

"Br.  Alexander  Chalker    Do 

"Br.  Samuel  Wyllys  Do 

"Br.  Andrew  Thomson      Do 

"Br.  John  Bigelow  Do 

"Br.  John  Bunce,  Tyler,    Do 

"All  of  whom  greet  you  thrice  heartily  and  in  their  name  & 
Behalf  I  begg  Leave  to  subscribe  myself,  Right  Worshipfull, 

"You  Affectionate  Brother 

and  very  Humll.  Servt. 
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"Abrm.  Beach,  Secry. 
"To  ye  Rt.  W.  Jeremiah  Gridley  Esq. 
"provincial  Grand  Master  ol  Masons  in  North  America." 

As  might  be  expected  that  first  full  year,  1763,  was  most  active, 
the  Lodge  meeting  twenty-eight  times.  Tradition  to  the  contrary, 
the  recorded  meetings  were  not  held  with  the  same  regularity  that 
modern  custom  and  law  require.  They  do,  however,  by  the  very 
nature  of  the  business  transacted  indicate  that  the  founding 
brothers  in  Hartford  were  ready  to  meet  to  work  but  not  to  meet 
for  the  sake  of  meeting.  Of  course  the  size  of  the  community  did 
provide  steady  social  interchange  with  intimates  regardless  of  meet- 
ings. 

The  twenty-three  original  by-laws  are  contained  on  the  four 
pages  next  following  the  flyleaf  of  the  first  minute  book.  There  is 
no  date  covering  their  enactment  but  they  are  followed  by  minutes 
for  a  meeting  on  February  28,  1763,  at  which  the  by-laws  were 
amended.  The  first  meeting  of  January  19  in  the  same  year  sets  the 
limits  for  the  period  in  which  the  by-laws  were  established. 

The  original  twrenty-three  read  as  follows: 

1st  It  is  order'd  that  this  Lodge  meet  evr'y  Wednesday  Ev'n- 

ing  till  the  Members  are  good  Workmen- 
ad  The  Lodge  to  be  open'd  at  half  past  six  oClock  from  the 
10th  of  September  to  the  10th  of  March- 
Again  to  be  Closed  allways  by  Nine  or  sooner  if  the  Mas- 
ter pleases,  which  when  done  no  Brother  shall  insist  upon  or 
force  another  to  tarry  longer— 
3d  If  any  of  the  Brethren  should  be  so  Imprudent  as  to  swear 
prophanely  during  Lodge  Hours,  he  shall  pay  One  shilling 
Lawfull  money  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Lodge  to  be  deposited 
in  the  Fund  for  the  Relief  of  poor  Brethren— 
4th           When  a  Candidate  is  proposed  for  admission  the  proposer 
shall  pay  Twenty  shillings  Lawfull  money  as  earnest  for  his 
Initiation  in  Case  he  be  Accepted,  if  he  be  not  Balloted  in, 
the  money  to  be  Returned— 
5th           Every  Candidate  at  his  admission  shall  pay  to  the  Lodge 
Four  pounds  more  for  the  use  of  the  Lodge,  And  the  new 
made  Brother  to  be  free  from  any  Expence  the  Night  he  is 
admitted  Each  Brother  to  find  his  own  Cloathing— 
6th           Whereas  by  the  New  Regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  London,  Liberty  is  granted  to  particular  Lodges  to  admitt 
a  Candidate  if  they  think  proper  when  there  are  no  more 
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than  three  Votes  against  him,  But  the  better  to  preserve 
Harmony  this  Lodge  declines  that  Priviledge,  And  no  Candi- 
date shall  be  admitted  unless  the  Votes  are  Unanimous— 

7th  A  Candidate  shall  not  be  Balloted  for  the  same  Night  he 

is  proposed,  but  the  next  Lodge  night  after,  that  his  Qualifi- 
cations may  be  discussed  &c.  Unless  the  Lodge  can  with  safety 
dispence  with  this  Law,  by  being  well  acquainted  with  the 
Merits  of  the  Candidate— Nor  shall  a  Candidate  be  admitted 
the  same  Night  he  is  Balloted  in,  But  the  Next  Lodge  night— 

8th  Every  Member  shall  pay  One  shilling  Lawfull  money 

each  night  he  is  at  Lodge,  to  be  paid  Quarterly— 

gth  When  a  occassionall  or  special  Lodge  is  called  for  the 

Admission  of  a  Candidate,  He  shall  be  at  the  whole  Charge 
of  that  night,  besides  complying  with  the  4th  &  5th  Articles 

10th  Though  for  Certain  reasons  it  is  provided  in  the  Book  of 
Constitutions  that  the  Feasts  of  St.  John's  the  Baptist  and 
Evangelist  may  be  Omitted,  Yet  as  them  Reasons  no  ways 
Affect  this  Lodge.  The  said  Festivals  shall  be  Observed  and 
kept  in  due  Form  and  According  to  Ancient  Usages- 
nth  The  Members  of  this  Lodge  shall  be  very  Cautious  of 
their  Behaviour  both  in  Lodge  and  without  that  no  Unjust 
Reflections  may  be  thrown  on  the  Royal  Art— 

12th  The  Master  shall  order  this  Lodge  to  meet  in  the  Ev'nings 
of  the  Second  and  Fourth  Wednesdays  of  Ev'ry  month— 

13th  The  Treasurer  of  the  Lodge  shall  account  once  in  Six 
Months,  And  the  surplusage  of  all  moneys  in  his  hands,  shall 
be  put  into  the  Chest,  in  order  to  Raise  a  Fund  for  the  Relief 
of  poor  Brethren— 

14th  If  any  of  the  Brethren  shou'd  be  so  void  of  shame  as  to 
Disguise  himself  in  Liquors  or  shall  come  Disguised  to  the 
Lodge  He  shall  Pay  a  fine  Ten  shillings  L.  My.  be  dismissed 
for  that  night,  and  the  next  Lodge  night  he  comes  shall  be 
severely  reprimanded,  and  Dealt  by  according  to  the  manner 
of  Masons— 

15th  Whoever  promotes  Feuds  or  Animosities  or  Endeavours 
to  disturb  the  Tranquility  of  the  Lodge,  shall  likewise  be 
dealt  by  as  seemeth  Meet  unto  the  Master  and  his  Men— 

16th  As  Masonry  ought  never  to  be  Neglected  and  as  true 
Cement  is  necessary  for  keeping  the  Lodge  in  a  firm  state  so 
if  any  Member  shall  be  in  Town  and  Absent  himself  of  a 
Lodge  night,  He  shall  pay  a  fine  of  six  shillings  Unless  he 
give  a  satisfactory  reason  for  his  Absence— 

17th         That  if  any  Member  shall  come  to  the  Lodge  and  not  be 
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dress'd  in  a  suitable  Dress  to  appeal  in  the  Lodge  he  shall 
pay  a  fine  of  One  shilling  I..  My.  which  is  to  be  leli  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Mastei  and  Wardens— 

1 8th  That  if  any  Brother  shou'd  apply  to  be  made  a  member  o\ 
this  Lodge  who  was  made  in  Another  Lodge  he  is  to  pa) 
Ten  Shillings  lawful]  money  if  Balloted  in  to  be  ;i  member— 

19th  When  any  Brother  is  admitted  to  the  second  or  Third 

Degree  of  Masonry  he  or  they  shall  be  at  that  nights  Expeni  e 
and  the  Members  of  the  Lodge  to  pay  their  usual  Quotas  ol 

1/ 
20th         That  if  any  Brother  shou'd  apply  to  this  Lodge  to  be 

made  a  member  of  this  Lodge,  that  was  made  a  Mason  in  any 

Other  Lodge,  that  he  the  said  Brother  should  be  Absent  & 

that  if  admitted  it  shall  be  by  Balloting 
21st  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Lodge  shall  have  Six  Shillings 

L.  M.  as  a  Reward  for  each  Certificate  he  draws— 
22d  That  the  Tilers  of  the  Lodge  shall  have  Six  shillings  for 

Each  new  admitted  Brother  to  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer. 

Also  Two  Shillings  Ev'ry  Lodge  night  for  his  Attendance  to 

be  paid  by  the  same— 
23d  The  foregoing"  Laws  shall  not  be  Abrogated  nor  any  new 

Ones  made,  Unless  it  be  by  a  Majority  of  Votes— 

The  meeting  of  February  28  amended  By-law  No.  8  in  the 
following  language: 

"That  the  Expence  for  each  Member  shall  be  Two  Shillings 
E  Night  to  be  paid  Quarterly  by  those  who  reside  in  Town  &  by 
travelling  Brothers  either  Nightly  or  Quarterly  at  their  own  Op- 
tion.—" 

The  minutes  of  February  28  continue: 

"Voted— That  every  Brother  who  shall  be  pass'd  to  the  Degree 
of  Fellow  Craft  pay  Twelve  Shillings  to  the  Treasurer  for  the  Use 
of  the  Lodge;  &  further,  That  every  Brother  who  shall  be  rais'd  to 
the  Degree  of  Master  Mason  shall  pay  Two  Pounds  as  aforesaid.— 

"Voted— That  the  Penalty  contain'd  in  the  16th  Article  be  re- 
duc'd  to  One  Shilling" 

The  19th  Article  and  the  middle  amendment  above  were  fur- 
ther amended  March  26,  1766,  in  the  following  item: 

"Voted  that  the  19th  Article  of  the  Bye  Laws  respecting  Fellow 
Crafts  be  dispenc'd  with,  and  that  they  shall  be  admitted  without 
paying  the  Twelve  Shillings  as  is  express'd  in  a  Law  pas'd  the  28th 
Febry  1763  .  . ." 
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II 

AN  AGE  OF  CHANGE 


T„ 


HERE  were  thirteen  meetings  each  in  1764  and  1765  and 
eighteen  in  1766.  The  steadily  deteriorating  relationship  between 
the  American  Colonies  and  England  appears  to  have  influenced 
this  reduction  in  activity.  Items  in  the  new  Connecticut  Courant 
of  those  years  reflect  the  sharpened  divisions  between  royalist  and 
continental. 

In  January,  1766,— on  the  22nd,  to  be  exact— the  Lodge  in- 
structed the  Secretary,  Reverend  Abraham  Beach,  with  William 
Nichols  and  Ralph  Pomeroy  "to  draw  up  a  short  Eulogium  on  the 
Death  of  our  late  Brother,  his  Royal  Highness  William  Augustus, 
Duke  of  Cumberland,  to  be  delivered  before  the  Lodge  at  their 
next  opening." 

Eight  days  later,  on  Thursday,  January  30,  1766,  the  "Eulo- 
gium" was  presented  by  Secretary  Beach.  In  his  minutes  he  referred 
to  it  as  "The  following  Speech."  From  a  distance  of  almost  two  cen- 
turies the  language  of  the  "Eulogium"  would  seem  here  and  there 
to  veil  thoughts  that  could  not  yet  be  broadly  expressed  in  the  Col- 
onies. It  was  not  too  difficult  to  express  them  thus  because  of  the 
eloquence  with  which  the  committee  voiced  its  fraternal  views. 

The  text  follows: 

"In  obedience  to  yr.  Commands,  Rt.  Worshipful  Master, 
Worshipfull  Wardens  &  Worthy  Brothers  I,  however  unworthy, 
appear  before  you  on  no  less  important  Occasion  than  paying  our 
last  respects  to  the  Memory  of  our  deceas'd  Brother,  his  late  Royal 
Highness  William  Auoustus,  Duke  of  Cumberland;  who  tho'  de- 
scended  from  an  illustrious  Race  of  Kings,  &  surrounded  with  all 
the  Honours  a  grateful  Nation  could  bestow,  as  a  Man  &  a  Mason 
was  on  a  level  with  us  who  are  now  assembled  in  this  regularly  con- 
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st it uted  Lodge;  &  no  more  than  we  secure  from  the  inevitable 
Stroke  of  Death;  who  makes  his  Demands  with  equal  Boldness  at 
the  Palace  of  a  Prince,  as  at  the  Cottage  <>l  tli<   Meanest  Peasant.— 

"For  many  years  it  has  been  the  Glory  and  Happiness  ol  this 
truly  Antient  and  Honourable  Society,  to  have  its  Interest  espous'd 
by  this  Royal  Person,  who  being  fully  sensible  of  the  great  Advan- 
tages accruing  to  Mankind  from  its  Wisdom,  Strength  &  Beauty; 
&  in  Imitation  of  the  wisest  Sc  grandest  of  Kings,  thought  it  neithei 
Condesention  nor  Dishonour  to  patronize  &  encourage  the  IVilrss- 
ors  of  the  Craft.— 

"And  as  the  Influence  of  his  Masonic  Virtue  was  not  confined 
to  the  narrow  Limits  of  Europe  or  Asia,  but  Diffus'd  itself  from 
East  to  West;  &  reached  even  us  within  these  peacefull  Walls;  no 
less  extensive,  no  less  interesting  therefore  is  the  immense  Bereave- 
ment.—But  altho'  in  him,  my  Brethren,  as  a  member  of  this  Hon- 
ourable Society  we  have  lost  one  of  our  greatest  Ornaments,  as 
Americans,  a  true  and  cordial  Friend  to  our  Rights  &  Liberties;  &: 
as  Englishmen,  a  glorious  Prince;  yet  as  he  has  taken  leave  of  this 
Society,  to  joyn  that  of  the  Celestial  Choir  above;  let  us  put  Bounds 
to  our  Grief;  &  still  rely  on  the  Smiles  &  Protection  of  that  Supreme 
Architect  of  the  Universe,  who  first  form'd  &  from  Time  immemo- 
rial has  preserv'd  this  Society  in  Order  Harmony  &  Proportion.— 
And  in  some  Measure  to  deserve  his  Protection  let  us  strictly  ad- 
here to  sacred  Rules  of  our  Order;  which  daily  observ'd  compose 
and  quell  the  rougher  Passions  &  humanize  the  Soul  to  friendly 
Offices;  which  introduce  the  calm  Sunshine  of  chearfull  Content- 
ment; &  like  the  Glorious  Luminary  which  opens  the  Day,  diffuse 
Joy  and  Gladness  to  all  Mankind.— Finally  as  we  are  invested  with 
that  distinguished  Badge  which  at  this  Day  is  the  Glory  of  the  great- 
est Potentate  on  Earth;  give  me  Leave;  my  Brethren  to  recommend 
a  thorough  Observance  of  every  Part  of  our  Duty,  let  us  in  partic- 
ular maintain  and  ever  act  upon  the  glorious  Principal  of  Univer- 
sal Benevolence,  &  may  it  more  and  more  influence  our  Conduct, 
'till  we  shall  follow  our  Royal  deceas'd  Brother  to  those  happy 
Reims  where  Love  &  Peace  forever  bloom." 

It  was  voted  that  the  "Speech"  be  printed  and  entered  in  the 
record.  The  quotation  is  from  the  written  record  of  Secretary 
Beach. 

There  followed  sixteen  more  meetings  in  1766.  Then  in  1767 
the  approaching  storm  made  itself  evident.  There  were  only  two 
meetings  and  in  1768  there  were  none. 
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In  1769  there  were  only  three  and  these  in  the  first  two  months 
of  the  year. 

During  the  slightly  more  than  six  years  between  January,  1763, 
and  February,  1769,  the  American  Colonies  had  moved  from  a 
friendly  relationship  with  the  mother  country  to  a  state  of  acute 
opposition  to  the  repressive  measures  which  that  mother  country 
devised  to  smother  trade,  progress  and  personal  freedom  in  the 
colonies.  All  of  the  members  of  the  fraternity  were  not  on  one  side. 
Far  from  it. 

The  Lodge  at  Hartford  had  its  share  of  divided  loyalties. 
There  was  John  Townley,  native  of  England,  who  eventually  re- 
turned there  with  the  approval  of  the  governing  authorities  of 
Connecticut  who  at  that  time  were  showing  little  consideration  for 
native  born  Tories. 

There  was  nothing  written  in  the  minutes  to  indicate  a  recog- 
nition of  the  damage  that  could  be  done  to  fraternal  aims  by  meet- 
ings of  such  diverse  elements.  The  suspension  of  minutes  and, 
probably,  of  all  meetings  served  as  tacit  admission. 

James  Church  was  Master  in  1769  but  his  Treasurer,  Thomas 
Hopkins,  presided  pro  tempore  on  February  22,  1769,  the  last 
meeting  until  September  1,  1779.  The  suspension  date  is  new  style 
calendar  and  its  significance  needs  no  explanation  now.  On  that 
day  it  is  possible  that  loyal  Continentals  sat  in  Lodge  in  complete 
ignorance  of  a  Virginia  military  man  who  was  observing  his  birth- 
day. 

The  Master  had  not  deserted  his  post.  He  was  just  not  working 
at  it  formally  and  on  record.  Ten  and  one-half  years  later,  on  Sep- 
tember 1,  1779,  James  Church  again  sat  in  the  East  and  resumed 
labor. 

Minutes  of  American  Union  Lodge  say  that  Samuel  Wyllys  of 
the  Lodge  at  Hartford  presided  at  an  extraordinary  session  of  that 
military  Lodge  at  Hartford  on  March  19,  1777,  when  William 
Judd  of  Farmington,  later  to  be  Grand  Master,  was  made  a  Mason. 
This  was  during  the  period  when  the  Lodge  at  Hartford  had  no 
minute  entries  to  show  activity.  It  is  not  established  but  it  is  prob- 
able that  James  Church  who  like  Wyllys  was  in  military  service  at 
the  time  was  absent  from  Hartford.  Some  doubt,  however,  is  bound 
to  be  raised  because  elsewhere  the  American  Union  Lodge's  min- 
utes  list  Wyllys  as  a  new  member  and  Entered  Apprentice  on  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1776.  Wyllys,  then  a  militia  officer,  had  been  a  Fellowcraft 
in  the  Lodge  at  Hartford  for  twelve  and  one-half  years,  or  from 
August  10,  1763. 

With  the  resumption  of  labor  on  September  1,  1779,  Right  Wor- 
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shipful  James  Church  embarked  on  a  schedule  which  provided 
nine  meetings  between  September  i  and  the  close  o\  the  year.  I  he 
custom  of  many  members  remaining  as  Entered  Apprentices  foi 
several  years  plus  the  absences  in  military  service  which  had 

layed  advancement  provided  a  big  I  >a<  I   log  Eoi  work. 

The  Lodge  continued  to  meet  into  1780  buf  the  unsettled  times 
that  marked  the  closing  years  ol  the  Revolution  again  made  them- 
selves evident.  May  29,  1780,  was  the  lasl  recorded  meeting  Foi  a 
period  of  thirty  months.  During  this  time  the  Revolution  came  to 
an  end  with  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  in  September,  1781.  It 
was  not  until  the  following  year  that  the  mother  country  admitted 
that  the  loss  could  not  be  retrieved. 

Gradually  life  began  to  assume  a  more  normal  pattern  as  men 
returned  from  service  and  unrestricted  commerce  again  became 
possible. 

Prior  to  his  retirement  from  the  Master's  chair  James  Chun  li 
had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  thirteen  "admitted"  to  membership.  To- 
day they  would  be  affiliates.  It  can  be  presumed  that  they  were  from 
military  lodges  although  some  may  not  have  been. 

Eight  members  who  had  received  their  earlier  degrees  prior  to 
the  1769  suspension  of  activity  by  the  Lodge  were  all  raised  on 
December  23,  1782,  at  the  last  meeting  under  the  leadership  of 
James  Church.  That  meeting  closed  a  period  of  seventeen  years 
and  three  months  of  service  during  which  one  man  of  good  faith 
and  courage  had  occupied  a  post  that  at  times  must  have  seemed 
thankless.  His  patience  and  endurance  made  possible  the  contin- 
uous record  of  two  centuries  of  operation  under  two  charters.  The 
Lodge  he  held  together  and  eventually  relaunched  into  activity 
secured  its  second  charter  from  the  Grand  Lodge  it  helped  create. 
Perhaps  his  example  guided  a  later  Master  who  resisted  other  pres- 
sures to  which  many  fine  Lodges  were  forced  to  succumb. 

That  month  of  December  in  1782  was  notable  for  several  other 
actions  at  different  meetings.  The  new  spirit  may  be  traced  to  the 
end  of  the  Revolution  which  had  several  important  terminal  dates 
during  the  year.  The  last  of  these  came  in  November  when  the 
English  finally  evacuated  New  York. 

On  the  seventeenth  of  December,  at  the  meeting  before  Janus 
Church  relinquished  his  long  task,  the  minutes  recorded  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  consisting  of  William  Jepson,  William 
Nichols,  Oliver  Lewis  and  William  Adams  "to  take  into  considera- 
tion—Whether 

"It  would  be  best  for  the  Lodge  to  continue  to  meet  at  the  place 
it  now  does  or  some  other— 
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"In  what  manner  the  monies  that  may  accrue  to  or  belong  to 
the  Lodge  may  be  Disposed  off  (sic) 

"What  ornaments  utensils  &  c  are  now  wanting  in  the  Lodge 
and  how  they  may  be  procured  and 

"Any  other  matter  or  thing  that  they  may  think  best  for  the 
Benefitt,  Good  Order  and  Harmony  of  the  Lodge  and  make  re- 
port." 

The  minutes  of  December  23  briefly  noted: 

"The  Committee  appointed  on  the  17th  Inst,  to  take  into  Con- 
sideration several  Matters  respecting  the  Lodge  &  c  made  their  Re- 
port which  was  Read  and  Accepted." 

The  report  itself  is  not  recorded  but  the  next  action  is  self- 
explanatory— at  least  it  indicates  action  on  the  report.  It  may  be 
that  the  substance  of  the  report  is  justifiably  an  esoteric  item  but 
the  usual  activities  on  feast  days  were  not  normally  any  more  secret 
than  the  supplies  needed  for  the  festivities. 

In  any  event  the  minutes  go  on: 

"Voted  That  Br.  Samuel  Burr,  Br.  George  Merrill,  Br.  Daniel 
Hinsdale  &  Br.  Frederick  Bull  be  and  they  are  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  Act  upon  the  report  of  the  Committee  now  made  and 
that  they  be  requested  to  provide  such  matters  and  things  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  Celebrating  of  the  Approaching  Festival  of  St. 
John  the  Evangelist  before  that  time,  and  the  whole  as  soon  as 
convenient. 

"Lodge  Adjourned  to  the  24th  Inst." 

Ralph  Pomeroy  who  succeeded  James  Church  had  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Lodge  from  1765  and  a  Fellowcraft  since  April  23,  1766. 
The  date  of  December  23,  1782,  bulked  large  in  his  life.  He  was 
raised  and  elected  to  the  East  at  the  same  meeting— not  as  an  up- 
start but  as  a  seasoned  member.  The  soundness  of  the  choice  is 
established  by  events  which  followed.  Subsequent  actions  were  to 
make  his  six  and  one-half  years  among  the  most  important  in  the 
two-hundred  year  period. 

The  first  two  and  one-half  months  of  his  term  were  devoted  to 
putting  the  Lodge  on  a  well-organized  regular  basis.  Then  came 
the  first  steps  in  the  creation  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  steps  in  which 
Ralph  Pomeroy  had  an  important,  in  fact  outstanding  part. 

The  Lodge  met  on  the  24th  of  December  but  no  actions  were 
recorded.  The  twenty-seventh  was  the  date  upon  which  the  Lodge 
honored  St.  John  the  Evangelist  and  by  inference  one  must  con- 
clude the  Committee  has  performed  its  duty. 

The  twenty-seventh  is  also  interesting  for  the  fact  that  Charles 
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Hopkins  was  proposed  for  membership.  The  actions  started  by  that 
proposal  culminated  in  the  raising  of  Brother  Hopkins  six  days 
later,  January  2,  1783. 

The  story  is  best  told  by  an  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the 
twenty-seventh: 

"And  being  soon  to  proceed  on  a  voyage  to  Europe  Voted  that 
the  Seventh  Article  in  the  Bye-laws  be  dispensed  with  with  regard 
to  his  particular  case  &  he  was  Accordingly  Ballotted  for  &  Ac- 
cepted." 

As  a  result  of  this  vote  his  time  table  reads: 

December  30:  Initiated,  proposed  for  and  voted  a  Fellowcraft, 
proposed  for  and  voted  a  Master  Mason. 

January  2,  1783:  Passed  and  raised. 

To  the  modern  eye  this  might  seem  precipitate  but  the  breth- 
ren apparently  knew  what  they  were  doing.  Brother  Hopkins  made 
his  voyage,  returned  and  became  an  active  member  of  his  Lodge,  so 
active  that  he  was  Secretary  from  June  25,  1787,  to  January  17. 

1793- 

The  Lodge  session  of  December  30  at  which  Brother  Hopkins 

was  initiated  marked  the  sixth  gathering  in  that  month.  Two  meet- 
ings were  opened  by  James  Church  and  four  by  Ralph  Pomeroy. 

Further  evidence  of  a  less  casual  approach  to  Lodge  activities 
was  provided  by  the  minutes  of  January  8,  1783,  which  recorded  a 
vote: 

"That  Br.  Jeffery  &  Br.  Richard  Butler  be  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  Examine  and  Adjust  all  accounts  and  Demands  that  may 
be  brought  in  or  Exhibited  against  this  Lodge  and  to  draw  an  order 
of  Orders  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  Ballances  they  may  find  due 
and  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  Directed  to  pay  the  same  out  of  the 
Treasury  and  that  the  said  Committee  render  their  acct  of  their 
doings  to  this  Lodge  Ouarterlv— " 

The  phrase  "and  the  said  Committee"  is  repeated  a  second  time 
in  the  finished  minute  book  indicating  that  errors  in  copying  are 
not  Twentieth  Century  faults  alone,  they  seem  to  be  age-old. 

This  committee  of  January  8,  1783,  may  well  be  deemed  the 
first  auditing  committee. 

While  the  Lodge  was  putting  its  business  in  order  it  did  not 
neglect  the  then  important  convivial  aspects  of  its  existence.  The 
next  meeting,  on  January  22,  1783.  voted  the  following  minute 
which  tells  its  own  story: 

"Voted  that  Br.  Daniel  Hinsdale  be  requested  and  he  is  herebv 
requested  to  write  to  St.  Croix  to  his  correspondent  there  to  pur- 
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chase  for  the  use  of  this  Lodge— dozen  of  proper  Mason  Drinking 
Glasses  and  that  when  said  Glasses  are  so  shipped  that  they  shall  be 
on  the  account  and  Risque  of  this  Lodge." 

In  the  original  minutes  there  is  a  blank  space  ahead  of  the  word 
dozen,  indicating  an  open  order.  There  is  no  further  indication  of 
the  reason  for  the  uncertainty  about  the  number  of  glasses  needed. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Ralph  Pomeroy  the  Lodge  met  regu- 
larly on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month  with 
additional  meetings  from  time  to  time  as  business  demonstrated 
the  need. 
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Ill 


CREATING  A  GRAND  LODGE 


j, 


UST  before  the  Lodge  attained  completion  of  its  twenty-first 
year,  new  and  important  business  came  before  it.  One  must  re- 
member that  when  its  "deputation"  was  issued  March  21.  1762, 
that  document  was  executed  by  "Right  Worshipful  Jeremy  Grid- 
ley,  Esq..  Provincial  Grand  Master  of  the  Antient  and  Honorable 
Society  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in  North  .America."  His 
Grand  Mastership  was  of  "the  Grand  Lodge  at  Boston"  but  his 
authority  came  from  "the  Grand  Lodge  at  London."  In  fact,  the 
Lod2;e  "at  Hartford,  in  the  Colonv  of  Connecticut"  was  ordered  in 
the  "deputation"  to  provide  the  sum  of  "three  Guineas  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Grand  Lodge  at  London." 

The  Lodge  had  barely  begun  its  career  when  the  widening  gap 
between  the  Colonies  and  the  mother  country  made  itself  evident 
in  the  Lodge  as  well  as  in  the  market  place.  July  4,  1776..  may  well 
be  considered  the  dav  when  the  Lodsre  became,  alons;  with  others 
like  it,  a  free  agent.  Through  no  corporate  fault  or  fraternal  viola- 
tion of  its  own  it  was  divorced  from  dealing  with  and  the  authoritv 
of  its  parent  Grand  Lodge.  For  a  time  it  would  appear  that  each  of 
these  lodges  in  North  .America  was  power  unto  itself,  bound  only 
by  the  fundamental  rules  of  the  order. 

When  the  Lodge  at  Hartford  resumed  labor  September  1.  1779. 
after  ten  and  one-half  years  of  suspension  some  of  its  members 
were  gone  bevond  recall  as  Empire  Loyalists  or.  as  John  Townlev, 
to  return  to  their  native  land.  Others  were  serving  the  infant  Re- 
public in  the  task  of  making  freedom  and  separation  securelv  per- 
manent. Activities  from  1777  to  17S3  have  alreadv  been  reviewed. 

The  new  and  important  business  of  March  12.  17S3.  is  best  told 
in  the  lansn-iasre  that  first  recorded  it.  The  Minute  Book  savs: 
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"The  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  at  New  Haven 
having  notified  the  Brethren  through  this  State  by  their  Advertise- 
ment in  the  Connecticut  Journal  of  the  6th  Inst.  That  a  Lodge  will 
be  held  at  the  Lodge  Room  in  said  New  Haven  on  the  18th  Instant 
on  Business  of  General  Concern  &  great  Importance  desiring  the 
attendance  of  the  different  Lodges  in  this  State  personally  or  by 
their  Committees  &— This  Lodge  taking  the  Matter  into  Considera- 
tion and  as  it  will  be  inconvenient  for  the  whole  Lodge  to  attend 
said  Meeting  Agree  to  appoint  a  Committee  for  that  purpose 

"Whereupon 

"Voted 

"That  the  R.  W.  Ralph  Pomeroy,  Br.  James  Tiley,  Br.  Eliakim 
Fish,  Br.  William  Adams  and  Br.  Saml.  Burr  they  or  any  one  or 
more  of  them  be  8c  they  hereby  are  Appointed  a  Committee  to  wait 
on  said  Lodge  to  be  held  at  New  Haven  and  there  to  represent  this 
Lodge  to  consult  and  Advise  upon  such  Matters  as  may  be  taken 
into  Consideration  Masonry  in  General  and  particularly  in  this 
State  and  Lodge— and  make  their  report  to  this  Lodge." 

The  days  of  independent  lodges  in  Connecticut  were  num- 
bered. As  the  Colonies  were  united,  so  were  Lodges  in  this  State 
uniting.  It  is  interesting  to  apply  hindsight  to  show  that  the  pangs 
of  transition  from  free  lodges  to  a  united  Grand  Lodge  had  a  close 
parallel  in  the  period  of  change  under  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion between  the  end  of  the  Revolution  and  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  was 
aborning  from  1783  to  1789. 

Returning  to  the  chronology  of  Lodge  activities  we  find  that 
the  Lodge  passed  March  21  and  its  twenty-first  year  without  fan- 
fare. The  next  meeting  found  the  Senior  Warden,  Eliakim  Fish, 
presiding  and  the  following  record  made  in  the  minutes  to  cover 
business  transacted  on  the  important  matter  of  the  New  Haven 
meeting: 

"A  Copy  of  the  Recommendations  and  doings  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  several  Lodges  in  this  State  Convened  at  New  Haven  on 
the  18th  Inst,  was  presented  to  this  Lodge  which  was  by  order  Read 
and  Agreed  that  the  same  lye  till  next  Lodge  night  for  Considera- 
tion &c." 

The  next  session  of  the  Lodge  at  Hartford,  April  g,  1783,  is 
recorded  thus: 

"The  Lodge  having  taken  into  consideration  the  recommenda- 
tions &  doings  of  the  Committees  of  the  Several  Lodges  in  this 
State  Convened  at  N.  Haven  on  the  18th  of  March  last: 
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"Voted  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  attend  the  Conven- 
tion of  the  Committees  from  the  several  Lodges  in  this  State  on  tin- 
last  Tuesday  of  this  present  Month  at  \ .  I  I;i\  en. 

"Voted  that  Br.  Saml.  Wyllys,  Br.  William  Adams  Br.  William 
Nichols  8c  Br.  Oliver  Lewis  (hey  or  any  one  or  more  of  them  be  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  meet  the  several  Committees  of  the  Lodges 
in  this  State  at  New  Haven  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  this  month  and 
to  represent  this  Lodge  agreeable  to  the  Recommendation  &  doings 
of  the  several  Lodges  convened  at  New  Haven  on  the  18th  <>i 
March  last." 

The  Lodge  had  been  meeting  at  Mr.  Joseph  1' Jagg's  since  it  re- 
sumed labor  September  1,  1779.  Without  other  explanation  in  the 
record  the  following  action  was  taken  at  the  same  April  o  meeting 
in  1783: 

"Voted  That  the  Lodge  be  moved  from  the  place  where  it  is 
now  held  if  a  more  suitable  and  Convenient  place  can  be  pro- 
cured— 

"Voted  that  Br.  John  Jeffrey  Br.  Daniel  Hinsdale  Br.  Fredk 
Bull  &  Br.  Richard  Butler  be  and  they  are  appointed  a  Committee 
to  provide  a  more  Convenient  and  suitable  place  for  holding  the 
Lodge  and  if  such  place  can  be  procured  that  they  cause  the  ap- 
paratus &c  belonging  to  the  Lodge  to  be  removed  to  such  place  and 
also  to  settle  &  adjust  any  Acct.  or  Extra  Expenses  that  Mr.  Flagg 
has  lately  been  at  on  Acct.  of  the  Lodge  and  make  report" 

There  is  no  record  of  a  report  by  the  committee  but  it  appears 
to  have  performed  the  duties  assigned  to  it  and  "the  word  got 
around"  even  as  today  with  modern  and  rapid  means  of  com- 
munication. 

The  minutes  of  April  23,  1783,  two  weeks  later,  read: 

"At  a  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  held  at  Hartford  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  David  Bull." 

The  brethren  were  to  continue  meeting  at  David  Bull's  for  a 
number  of  years.  David  Bull's  tavern  was  near  the  present  corner 
of  Asylum  and  Main  Streets. 

The  session  of  April  23  marks  another  step  toward  the  affiliation 
of  the  Lodge  at  Hartford  with  the  Grand  Lodge  it  was  helping  to 
create. 

Before  acting  to  record  the  report  from  New  Haven  the  Lodge 
voted  to  pay  the  expenses  of  its  committee  members  at  the  March 
and  April  meetings  in  that  city. 

Having  cleared  its  accounts  it  voted  to  "enter  the  report  on  the 
records  of  the  Lodge."  This  is  the  report: 

"The  subscribers  a  Committee  of  the  several  Lodges  of  New 
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Haven,  Middletown,  Fairfield,  Hartford,  Norwalk,  Stanford  (sic), 
Woodbury  Litchfield,  Wallingford,  Stratford,  Danbury  &  Derby 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  Convened  by  their  Committees  at  New 
Haven  the  18th  March  5783  being  Appointed  to  consider  of  a  Gen- 
eral Plan  for  the  benefit  of  Masonry,  and  to  propose  such  regula- 
tions as  may  be  useful  to  the  Brethren  in  this  State,  particularly 
report  it  as  our  opinion 

"That  for  the  promoting  the  grand  ends  of  Masonry  an  uni- 
formity of  Conduct  in  the  different  Lodges  is  essentially  necessary 
—and  for  promoting  Brotherly  Affection  among  the  Fraternity,  and 
better  to  answer  the  designs  of  the  Institution,  That  meetings  of 
the  Brethren  of  the  different  Lodges  be  had  as  often  as  can  be  made 
convenient.  At  which  Meetings  any  Matters  of  General  concern 
be  taken  under  Consideration  and  recommend  to  the  Lodges  & 
Brethren,  and  also  that  the  appointment  of  a  Grand  Master  for 
the  United  States  of  America  be  attended  to,  for  which  purposes 
we  recommend— 

"Firstly—That  the  Several  Lodges  in  this  State  be  desired  to 
Appoint  and  Authorize  Committees  of  the  several  Lodges  to  meet 
at  New  Haven  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  April  next  and  bring  with 
them  their  Bye  Laws  and  Copies  of  their  Charters  and  there  agree 
upon  a  code  of  Bye  Laws  to  be  in  force  in  all  the  Lodges  as  nearly 
similar  as  the  Local  situation  and  Circumstances  of  the  different 
Lodges  will  admitt  which  Bye  Laws  so  agreed  upon  be  recom- 
mended to  the  several  Lodges  to  be  by  them  Adopted— 

"Secondly— That  Committees  from  the  several  Lodges  in  this 
State  be  convened  the  last  Tuesday  of  April  and  the  last  Tuesday 
of  September  Annually  to  confer  together  on  whatever  shall  be 
found  for  the  good  of  the  Craft  and  to  recommend  whatever  they 
shall  find  necessary  for  promoting  the  interest  of  the  Fraternity, 
which  Committees  may  agree  upon  such  plans  as  they  shall  think 
most  Convenient  for  their  future  Meetings— 

"Thirdly— That  until  a  Grand  Master  be  appointed  the  afore- 
said Committees  appoint  a  Committee  of  three,  to  whom  the  sev- 
erall  Lodges  shall  Report— The  Members  of  their  Lodges— New 
Admitted  Members— Disorderly  Brethren  who  shall  be  thought  un- 
worthy a  Seat  in  any  Lodge— Also  such  persons  as  have  been  sus- 
pended or  expelled  or  refused  admittance  into  any  Lodge,  which 
said  Committee  injoined  to  Communicate  to  the  several  Lodges  in 
this  State— And  said  Committee  be  also  desired  to  write  to  the 
Lodges  in  the  States  of  North  America  on  the  most  proper  meas- 
ures for  establishing  a  Grand  Master  for  the  Continent— 

"Fourthly— That  in  future  if  any  special  Occasion  shall  in  the 
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Opinion  of  any  Lodge  require  the  convening  ol  the  other  \.<><  \ 

such  Lodge  shall  make  application  by  way  of  Letter  to  the  afore- 
said Committee  of  Three  who  on  such  Application  made  to  them 
shall  desire  a  Convention  ol  Lodges  as  they  think  fitt,  and  shall 
appoint  a  time  and  place  and  give  notice  thereof  by  Lettei  to  the 
different  Lodges,  and  also  the  Occasion  ol  such  Convention. 

Signed  Saml.  H.  Parsons  &  Committee 
"The  foregoing  report  Accepted  and  approved  and  certified  Copies 
Thereof  are  ordered  to  he  transmitted  to  each  Lodge  in  this  State. 
"A  true  copy  compared  and  Examined  by 

"Ralph  Pomeroy  one  of  the  Committee  for  Hartford  Lodge" 

The  time  between  Lodge  sessions  at  Hartford  seems  to  have 
been  well  filled  with  work  for  the  Committees  gathering  at  New- 
Haven.  The  Hartford  minutes  of  May  14,  1783,  read: 

"A  Report  of  the  doings  of  the  Convention  of  the  Committees 
at  NewT  Haven  on  the  29th  of  April  last  being  laid  before  this  I  .<  >dge 
by  the  Committee  from  the  same  was  ordered  to  be  read— Where- 
upon—Resolved &  Voted  that  the  same  be  Adopted  in  this  Lodge 
so  far  as  respects  the  Good  of  Masonry,  and  that  the  same  be  en- 
tered upon  the  Records  of  this  Lodge—" 

The  report  follows: 

"In  pursuance  of  a  Recommendation  of  the  Committees  from 
Twelve  of  the  Lodges  in  the  State  of  Connecticut  holden  at  Xew 
Haven  on  the  18th  day  of  March  Anno  Lucis  5783 
"The  Committees  from  the  following  Lodges,  viz 

Pierpoint(sic)  Edwards 
Brothers    John  Lathrop 

James  Lockwood     New  Haven 

Elias  Shipman 

Russell  Clark 
Brothers    Comfort  Sage 

John  Cotton     Middletown 
Brs.  William  Adams 

William  Nichols     Hartford 

Oliver  Lewis 
Br.  David  Lambert— Nor  walk 

Br.  Joseph  Perry— Woodbury 

Brs.  Peter  Nichols 

Philip  Nichols     Stratford 
Br.  Tyrhand  Kirtland— Wallingford 

Br.  Selec  Pell— Danbury 
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The  title  page  of  the  first  "Bye  Law"  and  Minute  Book  started 
in  1763.  A  clean  goose  quill  pen  with  a  spoiled  point  which  ap- 
parently served  as  a  bookmark  still  reposes  (1961)  in  the  volume. 
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Photograph  of  a  page  of  the  original  "Bye  Laws."  The  skilled 
penman  is  not  identified. 
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Brs.  Asa  Worthington 

Elijah  Deming     Colchester 

Br.  Julius  Deming— Litchfield 

Br.  Charles  Whittlesey— Derby 

Brs.  Jonathan  Buckley 

Elijah  Abell     Fairfield 
met  at  the  Lodge  Rooms  in  New  Haven  on  the  last  Tuesday  of 
April  being  the  29th  day  A.  L.  5783— 

"Br.  Comfort  Sage  was  chosen  Moderator— 

"Br.  Pierpoint  (sic)  Edwards  Clerk 

"The  Credentials  of  the  respective  Committees  Appointment 
The  Charters  and  Bye  Laws  of  the  several  Lodges  being  Read  The 
Convention  proceeded  to  Business. 

"Voted— That  Brothers  Selec  Pell  James  Lockwood,  Oliver 
Lewis,  Asa  Worthington  and  Jonathan  Buckley  be  a  Committee  to 
form  Bye  Laws  relative  to  the  Sums  to  be  paid,  for  Admitting, 
Passing  and  Raising  Brothers— The  Ceremonies  to  be  Observed  at 
the  Admission  of  Visiting  Brethren  who  have  none  to  vouch  for 
them— The  time  that  persons  sho'd  stand  proposed  before  Admis- 
sion and  such  other  Matters  of  General  Concern  as  in  their  opinion 
may  without  trenching  upon  the  Bye  Laws  of  particular  Lodges 
be  Objects  of  General  Regulation— 

"Adjourned  till  9  O  Clock  Tomorrow" 
"April  30,  5783 

"Being  met  according  to  Adjournment 

"The  Committee  Reported  as  follows    viz 

"The  Subscribers,  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  General  Con- 
vention, Assembled  at  N.  Haven  on  the  29th  of  April  5783,  to  form 
certain  Bye  Laws  to  be  adopted  by  all  the  Lodges  in  this  State- 
Report— 1st  That  any  person  who  is  admitted  to  the  Degree  of  an 
Entered  Apprentice  in  Masonry  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Lodge  four  pounds  Lawful  Money  inclusive  of  the  sum  paid  by  the 
Brother  who  proposed  him— and  Exclusive  of  the  Tylers  fees— For 
being  Past  to  a  Fellow  Craft  shall  pay  twelve  shillings— and  for  be- 
ing raised  to  the  Sublime  Degree  of  Master  Mason  shall  pay  Eight- 
een shillings— and  be  freed  from  Expense  except  his  Club— 
2dly  That  every  person  proposed  for  initiation  shall  stand  pro- 
posed for  One  Month  and  longer  if  desired  by  any  of  the  Breth- 
ren; unless  in  Cases  of  Emergency 

gdly— That  the  Strictest  Attention  be  paid  to  the  Admission  of 
Visiting  Brethren,  and  that  no  one  unless  he  can  be  Vouched  for 
by  some  Brother  present  shall  be  admitted  to  sit  in  any  Lodge:  un- 
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till  he  shall  have  taken  the  I  fsual  and  aa  ustomed  Assurani  ea  1  hat 
he  was  regurly  (sic)  Initiated  pasi  01  Raised  in  a  jusi  and  Regulai 
constituted  Lodge— That  he  is  noi  undei  an)  (  ensure  and  kno 
no  Just 

impediment  why  he  should  not  be  admitted  to  the  pi  h  ileges  "1  a 
Visiting  Brother 

"Submitted  to  Consideration  by  your  Committee 

Selo  Pell 

James  I  ."<  kwood 

()li\ er  I  <w  is 

Asa  W01 1  hington 

Jonathan  Bu<  kley 

"In  General  Convention  April  30th  5783 

"The  above  Report  was  Read  and  Unanimously  accepted  b) 
the  Committee  from  twelve  Lodges  Assembled,  and  (  opies  thereof 
ordered  to  be  taken  and  Recorded  by  the  Secretary  of  Each  I  ,odge 

"Voted  That  a  Person  be  appointed  to  Visit  each  of  the  Lodges 
in  this  State,  in  order  that  there  may  be  a  similarity  in  the  Mode 
of  Working  among  the  Brethren  and  that  Brother  Jonathan  Heart 
be  appointed  for  that  purpose  and  he  is  accordingly  requested  to 
take  upon  him  the  Execution  of  said  Office— 

"Voted  That  Brother  Hearts  expenses,  and  a  Compensation  for 
his  services  be  paid  him  by  the  Respective  Lodges— 

"Voted— That  a  Committee  of  Four  (viz)  one  in  each  of  the 
Counties  of  New  Haven,  Hartford  Litchfield  &  Fairfield  lor  the 
purposes  pointed  out  in  the  third  Article  of  the  Resolves  of  the 
Last  General  Convention  be  appointed 

"Voted  That  said  Committee  be  Annually  Chosen  and  to  Con- 
tinue in  office  until  another  shall  be  appointed.  The  Ballot  t  being 
taken,  Brother  Pierpoint  (sic)  Edwards  Esqr.  was  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  New  Haven  County— Brother  Samuel  H.  Parsons  Esqr 
for  Hartford  County  Brother  Jonathan  Buckley  for  Fairfield 
County  and  Brother  Hezekiah  Thompson  Esqr.  for  Litchfield 
County— 

"Voted  That  the  next  General  Convention  be  holden  at  Mid- 
dletown  on  the  last  Tuesday  Septemr  next  at  precisely  Ten 
O'Clock- 

"Voted  That  each  Lodge  transmitt  thirteen  Copies  of  all  re- 
turns they  shall  make  to  the  Committee  of  Four 

"Voted  That  an  Oration  be  delivered  at  the  next  General  Con- 
vention at  Middletown  and  that  Br.  Oliver  Lewis  be  appointed  to 
deliver  the  same 
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"Voted  That  it  shall  be  the  dutv  of  the  Committee  of  Four  to 
Attend  the  half  yearly  Conventions 

"Copied  from  the  Original  Records 

"By  Oliver  Lewis 
"'Hartford 
"Ledge" 

The  next  four  months  saw  ten  sessions  of  the  Lodge  devoted  to 
internal  affairs— die  acceptance  of  members  and  candidates  and  the 
conferral  of  degrees. 

The  broader  problems  came  to  the  fore  again  on  September  24 
when  a  committee  was  named  to  attend  "the  September  Conven- 
:     d    at  Middletown. 

The  Committee  consisted  of  "R.  W.  M.  Ralph  Pomeroy,  Br. 

h  Webb.  Br.  William  Nichols  8c  William  Adams— they  or  any 

one  of  them."  The  session  at  Middletown  was  set  for  September  30. 

October  22  the  Committee  appears  to  have  reported  because 
"the  Doings  of  the  Convention"  were  approved  without  bothering 
to  list  the  precise  "Doings." 

At  the  annual  meeting.  December  27.  Ralph  Pomerov  was  re- 
elected and  the  brethren  celebrated  St.  John  the  Evangelist  dav. 
Samuel  H.  Parsons,  under  the  title  of  "Right  Worshipfull,"  re- 
quested bv  letter  that  the  Lodge  name  a  committee  to  the  "General 
Convention"  at  New  Haven  on  Januarv  14.  1784. 

In  response  to  the  letter  the  Lodge: 

"Voted— that  R.  W.  M.  Ralph  Pomerov.  W.  William  Adams, 
W.  Joseph  Webb.  Br.  William  Nichols  8c  Br.  James  Church,  thev 
or  anv  one  or  more  of  them  be  and  thev  are  herebv  appointed  to 
represent  this  Lodge  in  said  General  Convention  and  for  us  to  do 
and  transact  everv  Matter  and  thing  which  our  said  Comitee  shall 

ge  conducive  to  the  Good  of  this  Lodge  and  the  Benefit  of  the 
Craft  in  general." 

On  Wednesdav.  April  2S,  17S4.  the  Lodge  voted  to  adjourn  to 
the  fourth  Wednesdav  in  June  but  a  session  is  recorded  for  Mav  26. 
Xo  reason  is  given  but  the  list  of  visiting  brethren  indicates  that 
the  problems  of  developing  a  Grand  Lodge  had  some  attention.. 
perhaps  informallv. 

The  list  of  "visiting  Brothers"  reads:  R.  W.  Samuel  H.  Parsons.. 
R.  W.  —  Nichols.  R.  W.  Stephen  St.  John,  R.  W.  Comfort  Sage, 
R.  W.  Pierpoint  sic  Edwards.  Br.  —  Latimer.  Br.  John  L.  Decoven, 
Br.  Thomas  Wooster.  Br.  Timothy  Hosmer.  Br.  Joseph  Kin?.  Br. 
Thomas  Grosvenor.  Br.  Ezra  Starr.  Comparison  of  this  list  with 
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the  Committee  list  in  the  Convention  report  makes  the  conjecture 
concerning  Grand  Lodge  business  inescapable. 

At  the  same  session  the  record  lists  a  letter  from  Woofer  Lodge 
of  Colchester  inviting  the  Lodge  at  Hartford  to  the  observance  of 
the  "Festival  of  St.  John  the  Babtist."  (Editor's  Note:  Being  a 
Baptist  was  still  illegal  in  Connecticut  which  perhaps  explains  the 

spelling.) 

The  brethren  gathered  again  on  the  second  Wednesday,  June 
9,  1784,  but  did  not  meet  on  the  fourth  Wednesdav.  This  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  Colchester  served  as  a  substitute. 

Jonathan  Hart  (the  same  as  "Heart")  visited  in  July,  doubtless 
on  an  inspection.  He  had  been  present  in  Januarv  also. 

Business  at  the  next  few  meetings  was  routine  being  confined 
largely  to  degree  work  with  the  raising  of  Oliver  Wolcott.  Jr...  on 
November  24.  1 7S4.  as  the  most  notable  such  event. 

The  "Babtist"  spelling  appears  again  in  the  minutes  of  Decem- 
ber 22  which  contain  reference  to  the  invitation  from  Br.  Elizur 
Andruss  of  "St.  John's  Lodge  No.  2  in  Middletown"  inviting  Hart- 
ford Lodge  to  the  "Festival  of  St.  John  the  Babtist."  Rather  ob- 
viously this  is  a  lapse  and  lists  the  wrong  Saint's  day.  In  any  event 
the  invitation  was  accepted. 

The  Middletown  visit  must  have  been  a  success  because  on 
March  9.  1 785.  still  unsure  which  day  was  dedicated  to  which  Saint.. 
the  Lodge  voted  to  invite  the  brothers  from  Middletown.  Col- 
chester and  New  London  to  the  "Festival  of  St.  John  the  Evange- 
list" in  June. 

Business  was  routine  for  the  next  few  months,  with  election  of 
officers  in  Januarv.  1785.  and  Januarv.  17S6.  Finallv.  in  December 
of  1786.  the  minutes  adjust  the  confusion  of  Saints'  davs  bv  listing 
plans  for  the  celebration  of  the  Festival  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist. 
These  include  invitations  to  the  Lodges  at  Middletown  and  Col- 
chester. 

Officers  were  not  elected  at  that  time  but  on  June  23.  i_v-. 
after  a  period  of  a  year  and  a  half  since  the  election  of  17S6.  The 
same  officers,  with  Ralph  Pomerov  as  Master,  were  elected  so  it 
would  seem  that  no  person  was  hurt.  Onlv  custom  had  been 
breached. 

Activities  were  of  a  routine  nature  until  November  14.  i_s-. 
when  it  was  voted  to  appoint  a  committee  consisting"  of  "Ephrm. 
Root.  Wm.  Adams  and  Charles  Hopkins"  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
amining and  preparing  an  "account  for  the  arrearages  due  the 
Lodge  &  c.  8c  lav  them  before  the  Lodge  the  next  Lodge  night." 


"Next  Lodge  night"  minutes  do  not  reveal  anything  about  the  re- 
port but  it  can  be  presumed  it  was  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned. 

Ralph  Pomeroy  was  reelected  Master  on  June  25,  1788,  and  on 
the  same  date  the  Lodge  voted: 

"That  the  Treasurer  be  permitted  8c  requested  to  lett  to  Loan 
such  sums  of  money  as  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  come  into  his 
hands,  belonging  to  this  Lodge  to  such  Brother  or  Brothers  mem- 
bers of  this  Lodge  as  he  shall  think  proper,  taking  reasonable  secur- 
ity for  the  Repayment  of  the  Same." 

Almost  a  year  of  steady  but  uneventful  activity  passed  when  the 
need  was  recognized  for  more  frequent  summer  sessions  in  the 
following  minute  from  the  record  of  April  8,  1789: 

"Voted,  that  this  Lodge  meet  on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  each 
month  viz:  from  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  March  to  the  fourth 
Wednesday  of  September  annually,  &  from  the  4th  Wednesday  of 
Sept.  to  the  4th  Wednesday  of  March  as  usual—" 

That  the  idea  for  a  Grand  Lodge  with  domestic  roots  had  con- 
tinued to  ferment  is  indicated  in  the  minutes  of  May  4,  1789. 
These  contain  the  first  mention  since  the  visit  of  Jonathan  Hart 
(Heart)  on  June  9,  1784. 

The  May  4  record  reads: 

"a  Letter  from  a  Comtee.  appointed  by  Lodge  St.  Paul  in  Litch- 
field requesting  us  to  meet  them  &  the  Brethren  of  the  several 
Lodges  in  this  State,  by  ourselves  or  in  Hartford  on  the  2d  Thurs- 
day of  May  Inst,  for  various  Purposes,  was  read,  whereupon  Voted, 
that  we  will  appoint  three  Delegates  to  attend  sd.  Meetings,  the 
Ballots  being  taken  Worshipfull  Wm.  Adams,  Worshipfull  Ephm. 
Root.  (Editor's  note:  Senior  and  Junior  Wardens)  &  Brother  Saml. 
Wyllys  were  Elected,  who  are  to  meet  for  to  take  into  Considera- 
tion the  Business  proposed  in  Sd.  Letter  &  Report  their  doings  to 
this  Lodge—" 

There  is  no  report  in  the  period  intervening  between  this  meet- 
ing and  the  one  of  June  16,  1789,  when  the  minutes  record: 

"Brothers  Ralph  Pomeroy,  Wm.  Adams,  Saml.  Wyllys  &  Charles 
Hopkins  were  chosen  Delegates  to  represent  this  Lodge  in  Con- 
vention to  be  held  at  New  Haven  the  8th  day  of  July  next  8c  sd. 
Committee  to  report  to  this  Lodge  the  doings  of  sd.  Convention  to 
be  considered  &  approved  of  by  this  Lodge  as  they  shall  Judge 
expedient—" 
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IV 
A  NEW  CHARTER 


R 


.IGHT  Worshipful  Ralph  Pomeroy,  Master  since  December 
23,  1782,  stepped  down  on  June  25,  1789,  and  was  succeeded  by 
William  Adams  who  had  been  Senior  Warden  since  December  27, 
1783,  one  year  less  than  the  tenure  of  Ralph  Pomeroy  as  Master. 

Ralph  Pomeroy  in  turn,  while  vacating  the  Master's  station  in 
the  Lodge  at  Hartford,  was  destined  to  be  the  first  Grand  Senior 
Warden  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut,  elected  at  the  "Con- 
vention" of  July  8,  1789,  two  weeks  after  the  Hartford  meeting. 

The  Lodge  at  Hartford  gathered  on  Wednesday  July  22,  1789, 
but  with  unexplained  restraint  avoided  any  mention  of  the  session 
in  New  Haven  earlier  in  the  month.  That  gathering  named  a  slate 
of  officers  which  not  only  included  Ralph  Pomeroy  as  Grand 
Senior  Warden  but  Samuel  Wyllys  as  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

The  minutes  of  their  home  Lodge  makes  no  mention  of  their 
elevation  to  the  third  and  fourth  positions  in  the  new  Grand 
Lodge.  Meetings  succeeded  each  other,  sometimes  once  a  month, 
sometimes  twice,  but  the  secret  continued  to  be  kept.  Throughout 
the  ages,  the  honor  of  the  prophet  remains  unchanged  at  home. 

The  Lodge  appears  to  have  been  fully  cognizant  of  the  great 
events  but  no  mention  is  made  of  them.  In  fact,  so  "level"  were  the 
standings  of  all  members  outside  the  Lodge  chairs  that  no  especial 
dignity  attached  to  a  "past"  title,  nor  was  any  mention  made  of  it 
in  the  minutes.  A  past  master  was  as  "past"  as  any  Tuesday  last 
year,  no  more,  no  less. 

To  give  greater  emphasis  to  this,  the  record  of  the  meeting  of 
November  11,  1789,  listed  as  a  visitor,  one  William  Judd.  The 
minutes  do  not  reveal  that  Brother  Judd  of  Farmington  was  at  the 
moment  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  and  outranked  both  Pomeroy 
and  Wyllys.  He  had  been  one  of  twenty-one  visitors  on  June  24, 
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i7§9>  at  the  Festival  of  St.  John  the  Baptist.  He  was  elected  Deputy 
Grand  Master  July  8  and  on  November  1 1  he  was  one  of  two 
visitors.  Pomeroy  and  Wyllys  were  present  at  the  Festival  but  busi- 
ness elsewhere  kept  them  from  the  November  session. 

Recognition  appears  in  the  minutes  for  the  new  Grand  Lodge 
in  the  following  entry  for  June  2,  1790: 

"Voted  that  the  Exps.  of  the  Delegates  from  this  Lodge  to  the 
Convention  at  New  Haven  be  paid  out  of  Funds  of  the  Lodge." 

In  May  of  1791  William  Judd  of  Farmington  was  elevated  to 
the  office  of  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Connecticut.  Ralph  Pome- 
roy and  Samuel  Wyllys  advanced  with  him  to  become  Deputy 
Grand  Master  and  Grand  Senior  Warden,  respectively. 

November  9  of  the  same  year  found  William  Judd  once  more  a 
visitor  among  his  friends  and  brethren  of  the  Lodge  at  Hartford. 
He  was  recorded  in  the  list  of  visiting  brothers  with  David  Lusk  of 
Farmington  accompanying  him. 

From  time  to  time  the  Lodge  undertook  to  place  its  financial 
affairs  in  better  order.  One  of  these  efforts  is  recorded  October  27, 
1 790,  when  it  was  voted: 

"That  the  Master,  Wardens  &  Treasurer  of  this  Lodge  for  the 
time  being  be  a  Comtee.  to  collect  as  soon  as  may  be,  all  Monies 
due  the  Lodge  &  place  the  Same  at  Interest  on  good  Security  and 
collect  the  Interest  thereon  annually,  and  dispose  of  in  like  man- 
ner, unless  otherwise  disposed  of  by  order  of  the  Lodge." 

The  activities  recorded  for  the  next  thirteen  months  are  quite 
normal— degree  work,  charity  and  fraternal  visits— and  on  Novem- 
ber 21,  1791,  there  is  reference  once  more  to  the  new  Grand  Lodge. 
This  item  is  brief— almost  too  much  so.  It  reads: 

"Brothers  Ephm.  Root  &  Ralph  Pomeroy  and  C.  Hopkins  ap- 
pointed a  Comtee.  to  obtain  from  the  Grand  Lodge  a  Copy  of  a 
New  Charter  &  c  8c  c— " 

Again  the  months  and  meetings  rolled  around  without  mention 
of  the  success  or  failure  of  the  "Comtee."  New  brethren  were 
added  and  on  some  date  between  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  Febru- 
ary and  the  second  Wednesday  of  March  in  1792  in  the  minute 
book  a  record  is  entered  of  the  attendance  of  fifty-two  members  of 
the  Lodge  at  "the  Interment  of  the  Remains  of  our  (late)  Brother 
Saml.  Burr."  The  word  "late"  is  stricken  through  with  a  single  pen 
stroke.  There  is  no  mention  of  any  formalities  beyond  the  fact  of 
attendance  but  the  listing  of  two  Tylers,  W.  Morse  and  D.  Wads- 
worth,  might  be  taken  to  indicate  that  the  gathering  met  in  the 
modern  fashion.  Samuel  Burr  was  an  old-time  member,  admitted 
as  an  entered  apprentice  on  May  14,  1766,  before  the  Revolution. 
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He  served  as  Treasurer  from  January  12,  1785,  to  June  25,   17 
Prior  to  his  Treasurership,  Samuel  Burr  had  been  one  of  that  fir-^t 
Committee  designated  on  March  12,  1783,  to  go  to  New  Haven  on 
what  turned  out  to  be  the  preliminary  business  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

Actions  on  charity  for  widows  indicate  that  other  members  had 
died  prior  to  this  time  but  the  records  lack  the  formality  of  this 
one. 

Incidentally,  fifty  members  present  in  that  day  of  much  greater 
problems  in  transportation  shames  those  in  this  modern  day  whose 
attendance  is  all  too  often  on  the  basis  of  personal  convenience. 

The  next  six  months  were  uneventful  but  on  October  14,  1792, 
there  is  recorded  the  second  funeral  to  receive  formal  recognition. 
William  Nichols,  the  fourth  Secretary  of  the  Lodge,  was  buried 
on  that  day.  The  event  is  recorded  as  a  "Special  Lodge"  and 
strangely  enough  there  are  fifty  names  listed  as  in  attendance.  The 
coincidence  of  fifty  is  matched  in  the  attendance  of  a  like  number  at 
the  Feast  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist  on  December  27  of  the  same 
year. 

January  9,  1793,  saw  Ephraim  Root  installed  for  his  first  vear 
and  term  as  Right  Worshipful  Master.  This  particular  term  was 
destined  to  last  four  years,  and  be  followed  by  two  other  periods 
as  master  separated  by  the  service  of  two  other  men. 

From  time  to  time  the  minutes  are  brightened  by  the  name  of 
some  visitor  whose  contemporary  fame  is  far  outshone  by  his  place 
in  history  outside  of  Hartford.  Such  a  name  is  that  of  Moses 
Cleaveland,  whose  visit  on  May  22,  1793,  came  at  a  time  when  he 
was  busy  pushing  for  the  development  of  Connecticut's  Western 
Reserve.  Doubtless  he  had  business  in  Hartford  on  that  particular 
venture.  In  any  event  his  name  is  better  known  in  the  world  than 
this  one  obscure  entry  would  indicate. 

Not  only  was  the  country  growing  but  Masonry  was  spreading, 
too.  One  of  those  sharing  in  the  fraternal  growth,  Thomas  S.  Webb, 
is  listed  as  a  visitor  at  seven  of  the  next  eight  meetings  following  the 
visit  of  Cleaveland.  June  24,  June  25,  June  26,  August  28,  Septem- 
ber 25,  October  11  and  October  23  each  list  him  as  a  visitor  to  the 
Lodge  at  Hartford.  The  only  session  he  missed  in  that  period  was 
on  July  24,  1793.  The  two  month  gap  doubtless  could  be  nicely 
filled  from  the  minutes  of  some  of  the  other  Lodges  that  had  his 
ministrations  in  that  period. 

The  name  St.  John  appears  in  the  early  minutes  of  the  Lodge  as 
a  name  for  each  of  the  Saints  and  of  the  Lodge  at  Middletown.  Its 
first  appearance  in  connection  with  the  "Lodge  of  Free  and  Ac- 
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cepted  Masons"  at  Hartford  is  in  the  body  of  the  minutes  for  May 
28,  1794,  as  follows: 

"Voted:  that  the  Brethren  of  St.  John's  Lodge  in  Hartford 
Celebrate  the  approaching  festival  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  at  their 
Lodge  Room— on  Tuesday  the  24th  day  of  June  A.  L.  5794—8:  that 
the  Secretary  give  a  written  invitation  to  the  Brethren  of  St.  Johns 
Lodge  at  Middletown,  to  join  them  in  the  celebration—" 

The  festival  was  held  June  24,  1794,  with  eleven  visitors  present 
—not  all  from  Middletown. 

September  27  was  a  sad  day  for  the  brethren.  Thirty-four  of 
them  gathered  to  pay  their  final  respects  to  James  Church  who  had 
preserved  the  continuity  of  the  Lodge  through  the  turbulent  pre- 
Revolutionary  years  as  well  as  through  the  War  itself.  His  funeral 
ended  thirty-two  and  one  half  years  of  close  association  with  the 
birth  and  development  of  his  Lodge. 

The  original  minute  book— the  gift  of  the  first  Senior  Warden, 
William  Jepson,  served  for  the  records  from  January  19,  1763,  to 
the  meeting  of  December  25,  1794,  when  the  Lodge  honored  the 
memory  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist. 

The  new  minute  book  flyleaf  bears  an  interesting  inscription 
Book  of  Records 
St.  Johns  Lodge, 
No  1  in  Hartford, 
State  of  Connecticut. 
January  A  L  5795 

The  first  session  recorded  in  the  new  book  is  that  of  January  14, 
1795,  when  "Rt.  Worshipfull  Ephraim  Root"  was  reelected  Master 
for  another  term. 

Three  years  and  four  months  had  elapsed  since  action  had  been 
taken  by  the  Lodge  to  request  a  charter  from  the  Grand  Lodge. 
From  November  21,  1791,  to  March  25,  1795,  there  is  no  mention 
of  the  subject.  On  the  latter  date  this  action  is  recorded: 

"Voted  that  Brother  Elisha  Babcock  xxx  make  application  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State  or  their  Secretary,  for  a  Charter  for 
this  Lodge—" 

At  that  period  local  lodges  and  the  new  Grand  Lodge  which 
they  had  created  did  not  always  see  eye  to  eye  on  financial  relation- 
ships. While  it  is  not  a  part  of  the  record  an  educated  guess  would 
say  that  Elisha  Babcock,  the  then  Lodge  Treasurer,  was  a  sound 
selection  as  a  petitioner  for  the  new  charter. 

The  Grand  Lodge  met  at  Hartford  in  May  of  1795,  and  while 
no  record  of  the  proceedings  is  available  to  the  modern  Grand 
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Lodge,  the  charter  of  St.  John's  Lodge  No.  j  records  thai  one  of- 
ficial action  under  date  of  May  20,  1795. 

While  the  Grand  Lodge  had  in  1790  voted  to  endorse  old 
charters  and  return  them  to  their  respective  Lodges,  the  new 
charter  of  St.  John's  Lodge  in  May  of  1795,  acknowledged  that  it 
was  issued  in  lieu  of  the  older  document.  The  language  indicates  a 
physical  exchange  of  documents.  As  this  is  written  the  parent 
document  (1762)  seems  irretrievably  lost. 

Incidentally,  this  data  concerning  the  new  charter  is  not  a  mat- 
ter of  record  in  the  minutes  of  the  Lodge  but  is  rather  a  composite 
of  Grand  Lodge  records  and  the  new  charter  itself. 

Membership  in  the  new  Grand  Lodge  appears  to  have  re- 
quired some  changes  in  practice.  This  is  indicated  objectively  on 
August  26,  1795,  when  the  Lodge  voted: 

"That  the  Officers  of  this  Lodge,  with  Brothers  Jno.  Caldwell, 
Jno.  Morgan,  Geo.  Goodwin  &  Solomon  Porter  be  a  Committee 
to  examine  the  present  Bye  Laws  of  this  Lodge,  and  make  such  ad- 
ditions and  alterations  as  they  shall  Judge  expedient,  &  report  the 
same  to  the  Lodge  for  approbation,  at  some  future  Meeting." 

This  report  and  the  "approbation"  of  the  Lodge  are  not  matters 
of  immediate  record  in  the  minutes. 

Records  of  the  Grand  Lodge  do  not  establish  the  day  but  the 
year  1795  saw  Ralph  Pomeroy  dropping  from  the  grand  line  to  be 
succeeded  by  Samuel  Wyllys  as  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Ephraim  Root,  who  began  his  service  as  Master  on  January  9, 
1793,  has  the  distinction  of  having  served  a  total  of  fifteen  years  in 
what  might  be  listed  as  three  terms,  from  January  g,  1793,  to 
January  25,  1797,  then  from  January  10,  1798,  to  February  10, 
1 808,  and  finally  from  January  9,  1 8 1 1 ,  to  January  8,  1812. 

From  his  first  installation  to  his  final  retirement  the  elapsed 
time  was  nineteen  years.  Two  intervening  Masters  account  for 
four  years  making  Root's  net  service  of  fifteen  years  second  only 
to  James  Church  who  bore  the  title  of  Master  for  a  total  of  seven- 
teen years  and  three  months.  That  period  was  divided  by  the  brief 
tenure  of  Abraham  Beach  covering  nine  months  in  1766.  Major 
interruption  came  in  the  preliminaries  to  and  the  actual  existence 
of  the  American  Revolution.  During  the  twelve  years  and  two 
months  of  such  interruptions  no  record  exists  of  Church's  fraternal 
work. 

As  has  been  said  earlier,  James  Church  rendered  notable  serv- 
ice. Ephraim  Root  did  likewise  and  without  question  did  more  of 
it  in  a  long  period  of  important  activity. 
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The  time  following  the  appointment  of  the  by-law  committee 
on  August  26,  1795,  extending  to  February  10,  1796,  might  fairly 
be  described  as  routine.  New  members  were  admitted,  old  ones 
advanced  and  festivals  were  observed. 

The  February  10  minutes  are  notable  because  they  have  a 
brief  annex  in  the  form  of  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  John  Mix,  Grand 
Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  "Jesse  Root,  Junr.,"  then 
Secretary  of  the  local  Lodge.  The  letter  was  dated  January  14,  1796, 
and  addressed  to  Brother  Root  as  Secretary  of  "St.  John's  Lodge, 
Hartford."  This  is  the  second  appearance  of  the  name  in  the 
minute  book. 

The  letter  accompanied  the  printed  Proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  the  first  such  to  be  mentioned  in  the  minutes.  It  was  prob- 
ably the  first  such  transmittal  to  take  place  because  it  was  only  the 
previous  October  (1795)  when  the  Grand  Lodge  voted  to  have  its 
proceedings  printed  and  distributed.  Brother  Mix  was  complying 
with  that  order. 

The  minutes  of  April  27,  1796,  anticipated  modern  practice 
part  way  and  gave  recognition  to  the  limitations  of  summer 
weather  in  Hartford.  To  be  sure,  the  summer  thus  treated  has  a 
few  more  months  than  present  rules  concede  but  the  principle  is 
there.  The  vote  reduced  meetings  to  one  each  month  during  May, 
June,  July,  August  and  September. 

The  matter  of  jurisdiction  received  more  care  under  the  united 
lodges  than  had  prevailed  when  they  were  separate.  A  minute  on 
November  9,  1796,  indicates  this  and  further  indicates  a  well  de- 
veloped fraternal  regard  for  the  other  lodges  and  their  prospective 
members. 

Oddly  enough,  while  the  vote  is  clear  cut,  those  to  benefit  re- 
main anonymous  because  a  blank  for  their  names  remains  just 
that— a  blank.  The  balance  of  the  action  is  revealing  both  as  to 
legality  and  to  fraternity.  It  reads: 

"A  Letter  from  Frederick  Lodge  in  Farmington,  informing  of 

Mr. being  proposed  to  their  Lodge  as  candidates  to  the  first 

Degree  in  Masonry,  Living  in  The  Town  of  Hartford  wishing  the 
opinion  of  this  Lodge,  Voted,  that  as  they  live  in  the  neighborhood 
of  a  number  of  Brethren  of  Frederick  Lodge,  as  near  that  Lodge 
as  this,  this  Lodge  have  no  objection  to  their  proceeding  to  Ballot 
for  them." 

The  Town  of  Hartford  of  that  date  included  present  West 
Hartford  and  Frederick  Lodge,  now  of  Plainville,  served  the  then 
much  larger  Town  of  Farmington.  The  action  shows  the  founding 
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brothers   to   be   well   endowed    with    virtues   the   fraternity   still 

supports. 

The  first  break  in  the  Long  service  of  Ephraim  Root  came 
January  25,  1797,  when  his  Senior  Warden,  Timothy  Burr,  was 
elected  Master.  This  appears  to  have  been  done  dui  ing  the  absen<  e 
of  the  newly  elevated  Right  Worshipful  Brother  Burr.  Following 
the  election  the  first  two  stations  were  filled  on  a  pro  tempore  basis 
with  the  newly  elected  Senior  Warden,  Elisha  Babco<  k,  presiding 
and  the  new  Junior  Warden,  Jesse  Root,  Junr.,  in  his  own  station. 
Timothy  Burr,  Jr.  was  present  although  his  father  was  not. 

The  minutes  of  this  session  are  notable  because  among  the  new 
officers  "chosen"  we  find  two  titles  not  mentioned  in  any  prior 
minutes.  James  Ward  was  selected  to  be  Senior  Deacon  and  Ezra 
Corning,  Junr.,  Junior  Deacon.  If  they  had  predecessors  those 
predecessors  must  remain  unsung  for  lack  of  modern  knowledge. 

During  his  scant  year  (January  25,  1797,  to  January  10,  1798) 
Timothy  Burr  missed  three  meetings  but  presided  over  the  others. 
His  death  a  year  and  a  half  later  leads  one  to  speculate  that  in  that 
day  of  long  terms  for  Lodge  Masters,  the  popular  Ephraim  Root 
may  have  stepped  aside  to  be  sure  his  longtime  Senior  Warden  held 
the  highest  office.  In  any  event,  Timothy  Burr  presided  over  the 
meeting  on  January  10,  1798,  when  Ephraim  Root  started  the 
second  section  of  his  long  tenure. 

In  the  middle  of  Timothy  Burr's  term— on  June  27,  1797,— the 
minutes  are  headed  with  the  modern  name  of  the  Lodoe  for  the 
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first  time: 

"At  the  Festival  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  held  &  Celebrated  by  the 
Brethren  of  St.  Johns  Lodge  at  their  Lodge  Room  on  the  27  June 
A  L  5797-" 

The  capitalization  of  "Celebrated"  is  not  to  be  taken  as  descrip- 
tive, it  is  simply  part  of  the  then  free  use  of  capitals  and  original 
spelling  that  became  less  obvious  after  Noah  Webster  expanded  his 
speller  into  a  dictionary.  Again  on  December  27,  1797,  the 
Secretary,  Elias  Morgan,  wrote  "at  the  Lodge  Room  by  the 
Brethren  of  St.  John's  Lodge." 

While  records  of  the  Grand  Lodge  session  of  May,  1796,  show 
the  Grand  Secretary  to  have  been  directed  to  assign  numbers,  no 
mention  of  a  number  appears  in  the  minutes  for  several  years. 

Ephraim  Root  was  elected  and  installed  for  the  second  section 
of  his  long  service  on  Wednesday,  January  10,  1798.  This  actually 
marked  the  beginning  of  his  fifth  year  as  master. 

Financial  problems  show  through  a  veil  of  parliamentary  lan- 
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guage  in  the  minutes  March  15,  1798,  which  record  two  actions,  as 
follows: 

"Voted,  That  the  Senior  Warden  Junior  Warden  &  Secretary 
for  time  being  be  a  Committee  with  full  powers  to  settle  &  adjust 
the  present  existing  accounts  against  the  Lodge,  also  all  future  ac- 
counts &  to  draw  orders  for  the  Payment  of  the  same  on  the  Treas- 
urer— 

"Voted— That  the  Treasurer  be  requested  to  call  on  the  Breth- 
ren for  their  respective  ballances  due  from  them  to  the  Lodge— also 
to  make  it  an  immediate  business  to  renew  the  Notes  which  are  the 
property  of  the  Lodge  including  the  Interest  to  this  time." 

The  notes  mentioned  are  doubtless  in  two  groups— those  ac- 
quired by  prior  officers  investing  excess  funds  as  directed  by  vote 
of  the  Lodge  and  those  of  members  who  by  lodge  action  were  au- 
thorized to  borrow  from  its  treasury. 

Since  no  names  were  mentioned  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  the  action  was  in  the  direction  of  better  administration,  not 
a  sudden  sally  against  tardy  debtors.  The  minutes  of  March  28, 
1798,  give  credence  to  this  guess.  They  read  in  part: 

"Voted  that  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  adjust 
the  accounts  of  this  Lodge  be  accepted  &  ordered  to  be  put  on  file." 

Like  many  other  documents  "put  on  file"  by  many  of  the  of- 
ficers of  diverse  organizations  over  the  centuries  these  are  no  longer 
available. 

"The  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  their  half  yearly  Cum- 
munications  was  handed  in  by  R.  W.  Master"  is  an  entry  in  the 
minutes  of  April  25,  1798.  The  document  was  read  to  the  Lodge,  a 
practice  which  might  occasion  some  objection  in  this  day  of  printed 
and  bound  "Proceedings."  No  typewriters  and  hand  set  type  used 
on  hand  laid  paper  tended  to  achieve  a  terseness  which  permitted 
the  reading  of  the  "Proceedings"  at  a  single  meeting. 

May  16,  1798,  was  the  date  upon  which  William  Judd  was  suc- 
ceeded in  the  Grand  Master's  chair  by  Stephen  T.  Hosmer.  Samuel 
Wyllys,  Deputy  Grand  Master  for  the  preceding  two  years,  was  also 
replaced.  James  R.  Case,  Grand  Lodge  Historian,  in  his  1957  Ap- 
pendix to  the  Grand  Lodge  Proceedings,  wrote: 

"After  seven  years  in  office,  William  Judd,  in  May  1798,  yielded 
the  Grand  East  to  Stephen  Titus  Hosmer,  who  was  installed  in  a 
station  he  was  to  occupy  for  seventeen  years.  As  a  matter  of  political 
interest,  there  seems  to  have  been  a  house-cleaning  of  anti-Federal- 
ists, all  the  officers  except  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  the  Grand 
Secretary  being  changed." 

Ephraim  Root  was  named  to  his  sixth  year  as  master  January 
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23>  *799-  The  year  was  routine  until  August  i  5,  when  ;i  Large  dele- 
gation of  the  brethren  "At  a  Lodge  of  Free  and  \<  t  epted  Masons" 
attended  the  funeral  of  "our  Deceased.  Brother  Timothy  Bui  i ." 

An  action  taken  at  the  final  meeting of  the  year  on  Decembei  i  i 
was  deemed  important  enough  for  the  Secretary,  Elias  \ I < > i '_; . 1 1 1 .  to 
depart  from  early  practice  by  affixing  his  signature.  The  entire  set 
of  minutes  remain  unsigned,  as  was  the  custom.  The  single  minute 
dignified  by  signature  reads: 

"Voted  that  each  Brother  attending  the  Lodge  in  the  future 
pay  twenty-five  cents  only  for  the  Expense  of  the  Evening  and  any 
further  Expense  paid  from  the  funds  of  the  Lodge 

"E.  Morgan  Secy" 
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TURN  OF  THE  CENTURY 
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HE  Lodge  closed  the  old  century  with  a  slight  note  of  change. 
Instead  of  utilizing  the  first  meeting,  Wednesday,  January  8, 
for  the  election  of  officers,  a  session  was  held  on  Monday,  Janu- 
ary 13,  1800,  at  which  Ephraim  Root  was  again  chosen  Right  Wor- 
shipful Master. 

The  minutes  of  February  6,  1800,  mark  the  beginning  of  the 
regular  use  of  the  phrase  "Brethren  of  St.  John's  Lodge"  to  desig- 
nate the  Lodge.  Aside  from  this  the  last  year  of  the  century  has  an 
uneventful  record  until  the  final  meeting,  Wednesday,  December 
24,  when  once  again  listed  among  the  visitors  is  Moses  "Cleve- 
land," using  the  modern  spelling  instead  of  the  "Cleaveland"  used 
on  the  visit  of  May  22,  1793. 

Ephraim  Root's  reelection  in  1801,  in  the  pattern  of  the  pre- 
vious year,  took  place  at  the  second  meeting,  January  28. 

The  minutes  of  November  12,  1801,  record  the  attendance  of 
the  Lodge  at  the  funeral  of  John  Jeffery  who  had  been  initiated 
March  14,  1766,  and  in  the  manner  then  prevailing,  not  raised  un- 
til December  23,  1782.  As  then  reckoned  he  was  a  full  member  for 
thirty-six  years.  These  particular  minutes  are  also  notable  in  that 
they  record  the  return  to  the  Lodge  rooms  for  the  purpose  of  clos- 
ing. 

The  first  hint  on  the  reason  for  the  use  of  the  second  meeting 
for  elections  in  1800  and  1801  appears  in  the  minutes  of  January 
13,  1802,  in  this  language: 

"This  being  the  regular  Lodge  for  the  choice  of  officers  for  the 
year  ensuing  &  but  few  members  attending  it  was  motioned  & 
Voted  that  the  choice  of  officers  be  postponed  until  the  next  regular 
Lodge  to  be  holden  on  the  4th  Wednesday  of  this  month—" 
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Wednesday,  January  27,  was  devoted  to  that  election  and  while 
Ephraim  Root  was  not  present  lie  was  again  elected  to  the  Master's 
chair.  In  the  normal  evaluation  of  a  Lodge  year,  1802  was  a  success- 
ful year.  Xew  members  were  added  and  none  of  the  records  indi- 
cate serious  problems. 

The  Lodge  carried  on  its  work  in  1802  without  note  of  the 
fortieth  anniversary  of  its  original  "Deputation"  and  at  its  first 
meeting  in  1803,  January  19,  again  elected  Ephraim  Root  to  con- 
tinue as  Master.  Not  only  did  1802  pass  without  note,  but  January 
of  1803,  did  likewise.  The  Lodge  was  really  forty  years  old  but  no 
one  seems  to  have  mentioned  it. 

As  has  been  noted  before,  Masonic  finances  were  operated  on  a 
different  basis  in  the  early  years  as  indicated  in  an  action  taken 
Wednesday,  April  6,  1803: 

"Voted  that  the  R  Worshipful  Master  be  authorized  to  pur- 
chase for  the  benefit  of  the  Lodge  Twenty  five  Tickets  in  The 
Newport  Mason  Hall  Lottery" 

After  a  year  of  activity  in  the  conferral  of  degrees  the  minutes 
of  December  14,  1803,  tell  their  own  sad  story: 

"Voted  that  the  loss  on  25  tickets  belonging  to  the  Lodge  in  the 
Newport  Mason  Hall  Lottery  be  paid  from  the  Funds  Of  the 
Lodge—" 

The  Lodge  reelected  Ephraim  Root  January  4,  1804,  January 
10,  1805,  January  29,  1806,  and  January  21,  1807.  The  intervening 
years  were  active  ones  as  was  the  1807  term. 

Ephraim  Root  had  served  fourteen  of  the  fifteen  years  ending 
February  10,  1808,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  James  Ward  who  had 
occupied  the  secretaryship  and  both  wardens'  stations  by  way  of 
apprenticeship. 

Brother  Root's  long  sendee  inspired  the  following  action  at  the 
same  annual  meeting: 

"Voted  that  the  thanks  of  the  Lodge  be  given  our  late  Right 
Worshipfull  Master  Ephraim  Root  for  his  faithfull  sendees  and  for 
his  very  meritorious  exertions  by  which  he  has  for  such  a  length  of 
time  preserved  harmony  and  peace  among  the  brethren,  and  by 
which  the  Lodge  has  been  the  means  of  much  good  to  the  distressed 
and  by  his  prudent  and  dignified  conduct  has  Justly  acquired  great 
respectability  not  only  in  this  but  in  other  States 

"Voted  that  Brothers  Amos  Bull  John  Lefnngwell  &  William 
Barton,  Junr.  be  a  committee  to  communicate  the  above  to  our 
late  Right  Worshipfull  Master  Ephraim  Root—" 

The  old  fashioned  use  of  the  term  "late"  does  not  carrv  the 
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modern  intimation  of  having  departed  life.  This  is  proven  by  the 
records  of  the  second  succeeding  meeting  on  March  q.  iSoS.  which 
read: 

"A  communication  was  presented  to  the  Lodge  by  Brother 
Williain  Barton.  Jr..  from  our  late  Right  Worshipfull  Master 
Ephraim  Root  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  recorded 

"Respected  and  esteemed  Brethren 

Accept  my  sincere  acknowledgements  for  the  expression  of 
your  approbation  of  services  I  rnav  have  rendered,  in  the  honorable 
station  you  placed  me  for  a  number  of  years  as  master  of  this 
Lodge— 

"Had  the  duties  of  this  important  office  been  more  faidrfullv 
attended  to  and  more  ablv  discharged  bv  me.  still  I  could  not  have 
received  a  more  pleasing  and  greatfull  return  than  this  testimonv 
of  vour  approbation,  at  the  same  time  will  add  to  those  feelings 
of  obligation  and  friendship  which  I  have  alwavs  entertained  and 
shall  continue  to  retain  for  the  members  of  this  Lodge— 

"Accept  rnv  most  valued  friends  of  mv  particular  tiranks  for  die 
candor  you  at  all  times  exercised  towards  rue.  while  Master  of  this 
Lodge,  and  the  attention  and  aid  you  have  given  me.  in  conducting 
the  various  business  that  has  from  time  to  time  come  before  you— 

"Accept  also  of  my  best  wishes  "Pure  be  the  pleasures  of  vour 
union  and  increasing  reputation  and  usefulness  of  vour  Lodge" 
continue  to  cultivate  and  preserve  harmonv  continue  to  com- 
miserate and  to  relieve  the  Poor  and  the  distressed— Be  of  one 
mind— live  in  peace,  in  friendship,  and  in  love,  and  mav  the 
blessings  promised  to  the  Just  and  the  good— the  true  and  the 
faithful,  be  vour  reward— 

"Your  Brother  Ephraim  Root 
"Hartford  March  9th  1808" 

At  the  third  meeting  following  the  election  and  installation  of 
James  Ward  another  move  was  made  toward  economy  in  the 
follow ving  action: 

"Brothers  Henrv  XewberrY.  William  Barton.  Jr..  Eliph.  Terry, 
Jr..  and  Philo  Hillver  were  appointed  a  committee  to  procure  a 
Room  and  make  other  necessarv  arrangements  for  lessoning  the 
expence  of  this  Lodge  and  make  report  there  off  to  the  next 
Lodge—."  Terrv  was  Junior  Warden  and  Hillver  was  Secretary. 

That  meeting  was  on  March  23.  1S0S.  The  committee  did  not 
report  on  April  1 3— the  next  meeting— but  was  ready  and  did  report 
at  the  next  succeeding  session.  April  2S.  or  so  it  would  seem  from 
the  following  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  latter  date: 
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"Voted,  that  the-  committee  appointed  at  a  I       a  lous, 

Consisting  of  Brothers  Henry  Newberry,  William  Barton,  Jr.. 
Elpht.  Tern.-,  Jr.,  &  Amos  Hull  to  make  arrangements  to  lessen  the 
expence  of  this  Lodge,  Be  empowered  to  act  the  discretion  in  Pur- 
chasing wine  as  it  respects  the  quantity  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  Lodge."  There  was  no  mention  of  a  new  room  for  a  meet 
place  and  in  fact  the  matter  did  not  appear  in  the  records  again 
that  year.  Perhaps,  in  that  convivial  age,  it  was  solely  the  wine. 

The  Lodge  apparently  surmounted  the  obstacles  that  prompted 
the  economy  move  because  on  November  8,  1808,  just  under  eight 
months  after  naming  the  committee  for  'lessoning  the  expence," 
it  voted  "that  Brother  Whiting  be  requested  to  furnish  this  Lodge 
with  five  Dozen  Aprons." 

This  meeting  also  established  the  practice  which  now  prevails, 
by  taking  the  following  action: 

"Voted  that  each  Brother  at  the  time  of  his  Initiation  be  pre- 
sented with  an  Apron  by  the  Master  at  the  expence  of  the  Lodge." 

When  the  meeting  of  November  24.  1808,  acted  on  "the  ap- 
proaching festival  of  St.  John"  three  of  the  four  members  of  the 
economv  committee  were  named  to  assist  in  the  arrangements. 
The  minutes  at  no  time  presented  all  details  of  the  problem  but.  by 
inference,  it  seemed  solved. 

James  Ward's  first  year  was  a  busv  one  for  that  day  and  age  with 
eighteen  meetings,  not  counting  the  annual  meeting  of  January  25, 
1809,  at  which  he  was  reelected  Right  Worshipful  Master. 

The  same  annual  meeting  made  a  small  start  in  the  direction 
of  Masonic  education  with  the  following  enactment: 

"Voted  that  the  Constitution  of  this  Lodge  shall  in  the  future 
be  read  to  each  Brother  at  the  time  of  his  initiation.*' 

The  year  1809  was  active  and  the  popularity  of  the  Lodge  was 
demonstrated  bv  applications  at  practically  every  meeting.  It  also 
was  notable  for  another  event. 

As  a  sidelight  on  the  history"  of  the  state  and  colony  it  should  be 
recalled  that  being  a  Baptist  or  Quaker  was  illegal  until  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  1818  caused  the  invalidation  of  the 
ancient  statute. 

The  Lodge  observance  of  the  Festival  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist 
on  December  27,  1809,  demonstrates  that  the  statute  was  alreadv 
moribund.  One  entry  in  the  minutes  of  that  dav  reported: 

'The  Lodge  proceeded  from  the  Lodge  Room  to  the  Baptist 
Meeting  house,  where  an  oration  was  pronounced  by  Br.  Isaac 
Perkins.  After  this  they  returned  to  their  Room,  and  partook  of  an 
elegant  entertainment  provided  by  Br.  Ransom." 
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The  next  meeting,  January  10,  1810,  was  the  annual  one  and 
James  Ward  was  reelected  to  his  third  year. 

At  the  March  8  meeting  in  1809,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
revise  the  by-laws.  The  extent  of  the  revision  may  be  accepted  as  an 
explanation  for  the  time  required  before  any  action  was  indicated. 
The  committee,  consisting  of  James  Ward,  Eliphalet  Terry,  Jr., 
John  M.  Gannett,  Isaac  Perkins  and  Henry  King,  appears  to  have 
been  ready  to  report  July  25,  1810.  In  any  event  the  matter  was 
recorded  in  the  minutes,  as  follows: 

"Voted  that  the  business  relative  to  the  Bye-Laws  be  assigned 
for  the  next  regular  Lodge." 

At  the  following  meeting,  August  23,  1810,  the  matter  received 
attention.  The  committee  reported  fifteen  articles  to  replace  the 
earlier  by-laws.  These  were  accepted  by  the  Lodge  which  instructed 
the  Secretary  to  record  them.  As  the  first  major  overhaul  of  by-laws 
in  forty-seven  years  they  are  worthy  of  record  here  as  well  as  in  the 
second  minute  book: 

"Article  1st  The  Lodge  shall  meet  from  September  inclusive 
to  April  inclusive  on  the  2nd  &  4th  Wednesdays  of  each  month  at 
6  O'Clock  P,M,  &  from  May  inclusive  to  August  inclusive  on  the 
4th  Wednesday  in  each  month  at  7  O'Clock  P  M,  at  which  hour  the 
Lodge  shall  be  punctually  opened  by  the  W  Master  if  present  & 
if  absent  by  a  Warden  as  soon  after  said  hours  as  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  Master  Masons  are  present  to  fill  the  places  of  the  absent 
Officers,  and  if  any  Officer  shall  afterwards  come  to  the  Lodge  his 
Jewel  of  Office  shall  be  immediately  resigned  to  him. 

"2nd  Whereas  subordination  is  necessary  &  the  welfare  of  the 
Fraternity  greatly  depends  upon  a  strict  adhereance  to  wholesome 
rules  and  regulations,  a  due  observance  of  the  duties  &  a  scrupulous 
obedience  to  the  principles  of  Masonry,  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Lodge 
to  watch  over  the  conduct  of  its  members  at  all  times  &  by  a  ma- 
jority of  Master  Masons  in  regular  communication  to  admonish 
reprimand  &  inflict  penalties  after  the  manner  of  Masons  propor- 
tioned to  every  transgression— Therefore  let  it  be  done  with— Jus- 
tice—Charity  &  Mercy. 

"3rd  The  election  of  the  Officers  of  the  Lodge  shall  be  holden 
annually  on  the  2nd  Wednesday  of  January. 

"4th  The  treasurer  shall  keep  a  fair  Account  of  all  monies  by 
him  received  as  also  of  all  monies  by  him  paid  out  &  shall  annually 
in  the  month  of  August  &  on  the  4th  Wednesday  of  December 
make  reports  thereof  to  the  Lodge  which  reports  when  accepted 
by  the  Lodge  shall  be  placed  &  kept  on  the  files  thereof 

"5th  No  money  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Lodge 
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except  by  order  of  the  W  Master  drawn  in  pursuance  "I  a  Vote  of 
the  Lodge— 

"6th  A  candidate  for  the  first  degree  in  Masonry  or  an  Appli- 
cant to  be  admited  a  member  of  the  Lodge  shall  not  be  balloted 
for  at  the  same  communication  his  application  is  placed  on  the  files 
of  the  Lodge;  &  the  balloting  on  such  application  shall  not  be  post- 
poned over  the  three  next  regular  meetings  of  the  Lodge. 

"7th  No  ballot  shall  be  Taken  for  admission  to  the  2nd  or  3rd 
Degree  in  Masonry  unless  some  brother  present  do  avouch  for  the 
Candidate  that  he  is  acquainted  with  the  Lecture  of  the  degree 
from  whence  he  wishes  to  be  removed;  or  if  the  candidate  chooses, 
unless  he  shall  repeat  the  Lecture  in  open  Lodge. 

"8th  No  person  shall  be  admitted  to  either  degree  Masonry  ex- 
cept on  unanimous  ballot;  but  the  ballot  shall  not  be  conclusive  in 
the  negative  untill  the  vote  have  been  thrice  received  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

"gth  The  fees  for  admission  to  the  first  degree  in  Masonry  shall 
be  sixteen  Dollars;  for  admission  to  the  2nd  degree  two  Dollars;  & 
for  admission  to  the  3rd  Degree  three  Dollars;  &  evry  Brother  ad- 
mitted to  either  degree  in  another  Lodge  shall  pay  two  dollars 
more  on  being  afterwards  admitted  to  either  degree,  or  to  member- 
ship in  this  Lodge;  but  if  the  3rd  Degree  is  taken  in  this  Lodge 
nothing  shall  be  paid  for  membership. 

"10th  The  Charter  of  the  Lodge  shall  be  presented  &  the  By 
Laws  shall  be  read  to  evry  entered  apprentice  on  the  evening  of  his 
admission  to  that  degree— 

"11th  If  an  applicant  is  about  to  remove  or  travel  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  &  not  soon  to  re- 
turn, at  his  special  request  the  7th  &  8th  Artl.  of  By  Laws  may  be 
dispensed  with  Provided  two  thirds  of  the  members  of  the  Lodge 
present  vote  for  such  dispensation;  and  such  Art.  of  By  Laws  being- 
dispensed  with  in  manner  aforesaid  the  applicant  may  then  be  bal- 
loted for,  &  if  accepted  admited  to  either  or  the  three  degrees  of 
Masonry;  &  if  a  special  Lodge  is  called  for  the  purposes  contained 
in  this  article  the  expence  of  such  special  Lodge  shall  be  paid  by 
the  applicant— 

"12th  All  members  of  this  Lodge  are  requested  to  subscribe  the 
By  Laws;  &  hereafter  no  Brother  shall  become  a  member  of  this 
Lodge  untill  he  has  subscribed  the  By  Laws  with  the  date  of  such 
subscription  annexed  thereto 

"13th  The  ballot  for  admission  to  either  degree  in  Masonry  or 
to  membership  in  the  Lodge,  &  for  Officers  of  the  Lodge  shall  Reed, 
in  the  Masters  Lodge 
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"14th  In  the  decision  of  questions  before  the  Lodge  no  brother 
shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  one  question  at  the  same  communi- 
cation without  permission  of  the  Lodge. 

"15th  The  Articles  shall  be  the  By  Laws  of  the  Lodge  &  shall 
not  be  repealed,  altered  or  amended,  nor  shall  any  Article  or  Arti- 
cles be  added  thereto,  except  by  vote  of  the  Lodge  in  regular  com- 
munication with  a  majority  of  Brethren  present  voting  in  the  af- 
firmative." 

The  13th  and  14th  articles  were  repealed  by  the  Lodge  on 
April  10,  1811,  and  in  consequence  the  secretary  drew  crosses 
on  them  and  made  marginal  note  on  the  original  minutes  by  way  of 
cross  reference. 

The  annual  meeting  of  January  9,  1811,  returned  Ephraim 
Root  to  the  Master's  chair  for  what  was  to  be  his  final  year  and 
James  Ward  accepted  appointment  as  Senior  Deacon. 

The  meeting  of  February  27,  1811,  laid  the  groundwork  for  the 
by-law  change  voted  in  April  by  naming  a  committee  consisting  of 
the  Master,  Wardens,  Secretary,  Treasurer  and  Brothers  James 
Ward  and  Samuel  Tudor  to  report  on  needed  changes. 

The  remaining  meetings  of  the  year  were  busy  with  degree 
work.  The  Festival  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist  was  held  on  Decem- 
ber 27,  1811,  and  the  minutes  carry  an  entry  of  sentimental  im- 
portance. For  the  first  time  the  full  modern  name  of  the  Lodge  was 
used,  "St.  John's  Lodge  No.  4."  Part  had  been  used  for  some  time 
in  the  phrase  "St.  John's  Lodge,  Hartford." 

In  the  slowly  decreasing  usage  of  more  ancient  forms,  the 
Master  was  designated  "R.  W."  for  Right  Worshipful  for  the  last 
time  in  several  months.  The  Wardens  also  had  their  names  pre- 
ceded by  "W"  in  almost  a  farewell  gesture  to  the  title.  Both 
designations  were  resumed  later,  but  not  for  long.  Incidentally  the 
Secretary  recorded  that  the  day  was  spent  "in  rational  mirth  and 
festivity  and  enjoyed  much  goodfellowship." 

David  Porter  was  elected  Worshipful  Master  January  8,  1812, 
and  the  minutes  marked  the  end  of  the  long  and  distinguished 
service  of  Ephraim  Root  by  designating  him  as  W.  Ephm.  Root  in- 
stead of  "R.  W."  which  had  preceded  his  name  at  each  prior 
meeting  of  the  fifteen  years  in  which  he  had  occupied  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  next  meeting,  January  22,  carried  the 
first  mention  of  Stewards  by  listing  the  appointees,  Jeremiah 
Brown  and  Charles  Hosmer  as  Senior  and  Junior,  respectively. 

The  minutes  of  the  years  1812  and  1813  made  no  mention  of 
the  fiftieth  anniversaries  which  the  years  shared.  March  21,  1812, 
the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  issuance  of  the  first  charter  passed 
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without  comment  about  the  birthday.  The  annual  meeting  of  i 
was  postponed  one  day,  from  January  13  to  January  14,  bill   no 
mention  was  made  of  January  19,  the  fiftieth  anniversary  ol   t  J  it- 
organ  iza  tion  meeting. 

From  time  to  time  the  Lodge  granted  release  of  jurisdit  lion  to 
neighboring  Lodges  when  residents  of  the  then  extensive  Town  of 
Hartford  actually  resided  nearer  to  the  other  Lodge.  Someone, 
obviously  nameless,  blocked  an  application  for  two  releases  for 
Frederick  Lodge  No.  14,  then  listed  "of  Farmington,"  at  the  meet- 
ing of  February  12,  1812.  The  Secretary  was  ordered  to  notify 
Frederick  Lodge  of  the  action.  He  made  it  clear  how  he  felt  in 
his  minute  book  by  an  extra  entry  "N.  B.  In  deciding  the  above 
there  was  but  one  objecting  voice." 

The  next  meeting  night,  February  26,  saw  the  question  pre- 
sented in  a  new  form  and  voted  on  "Have  the  Lodge  any  objection 
on  the  grounds  of  character—"  to  the  two  men  in  controversy.  The 
record  reads  "it  was  unanimously  decided  that  no  objection  on  the 
above  grounds  existed." 

The  question  of  release  was  then  put  to  vote  and  the  members 
of  St.  John's  of  Hartford  relinquished  the  two  candidates  to  their 
good  friends  of  Frederick  of  Farmington.  A  speech  by  Brother 
Isaac  Perkins  on  the  subject  of  harmony  seems  to  have  had  some 
influence.  The  Secretary,  James  Babcock,  completed  the  trans- 
action by  sending  the  Secretary  of  Frederick  Lodge  an  explanatory 
letter  that  made  clear  the  prevailing  feelings  of  the  vast  majority  of 
St.  John's  members. 

March  11,  1812,  is  notable  for  the  prompt  approval  of  a  re- 
quest from  Frederick  Lodge,  No.  14,  concerning  two  more  releases 
of  jurisdiction. 

John  Mix,  the  Grand  Secretary,  was  one  of  six  visiting  brothers 
listed  on  March  25,  1812,  and  again  on  March  31  and  April  8. 

There  was  a  brief  lapse  by  the  Secretary  when  the  minutes  of 
March  21,  April  8  and  April  15,  1812,  accord  the  Master  the  prefix 
"R.  W."  There  was  no  restoration  of  the  "W."  before  the  names  of 
the  Wardens  in  these  minutes. 

The  first  specific  and  formal  entry  in  the  minutes  concerning 
a  visit  by  the  Grand  Lodge  in  its  official  capacity  was  made  on  May 
28,  1812.  Variation  from  modern  usage  shows  in  the  following 
entry: 

"A  Visitation  from  the  Grand  Lodge  composed  of 

"Right  Worshipful  Stephen  T.  Hosmer,  Grand  Master 

"Worshipful  John  R.  Wartruss,  D.  Grand  Master  (Watrous) 

"Worshipful  Henry  Champion,  Grand  Treasurer 
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"Worshipful  John  Mix,  Grand  Secretary." 

The  final  entry  in  the  minutes: 

"The  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  then  retired,  but  previous  to 
which,  the  Grand  Master  addressed  the  Lodge  in  an  eloquent  and 
impressive  manner,  in  which  he  highly  complimented  the  Lodge 
for  their  excellent  order  and  strict  adherence  to  the  ancient  Land 
Marks  of  the  Fraternity;  recommended  Brotherly  love  and  the 
constant  endeavour  of  each  Brother  to  promote  the  interest  and 
Respectability  of  the  Society.—" 

John  Mix  was  a  visitor  again  on  December  9  but  no  entry  of 
title  was  made  to  indicate  any  other  purpose  than  fraternal  regard. 

An  entry  which  must  stand  on  its  own  without  expansion  or 
explanation  was  made  in  the  minutes  of  December  23,   1812: 

"A  Committee  was  appointed  consisting  of  the  Worshipfull, 
Brothers  Samuel  Tudor,  Jr.,  Eli  Roberts,  Philo  Hillyer  and  Seth 
Whiting.— the  business  of  the  Committee  was  to  regulate  the  sing- 
ing on  the  day  of  the  Festival." 

The  fifty-six  visitors  who  joined  with  fifty-eight  members  of  the 
Lodge  included  Grand  Senior  Warden  Solomon  Cowles  and  Grand 
Secretary  John  Mix,  both  members  of  Frederick  Lodge,  No.  14. 
The  custom  of  the  times  reduced  all  to  one  level  and  no  titles  are 
bestowed  on  any  visitor  whose  visit  was  as  a  brother,  not  as  an  of- 
ficial. No  mention  is  made  of  the  performance  of  the  special  com- 
mittee, which  is  perhaps  explained  by  reading  between  the  lines  of 
the  minute  describing  the  program: 

"The  Lodge  opened  at  10  O'Clock  a.  m.  the  procession  formed 
at  1 1  O'Clock  a  m  and  proceeded  from  the  Lodge  room  to  the 
Episcopal  Church  where  public  prayers  and  a  sermon  were  de- 
livered by  our  Revd.  Br.  Philander  Chase;  after  which  the  proces- 
sion returned  to  the  Coffee  House  of  Br.  John  Bennett,  and  par- 
took of  an  excellent  entertainment,  passed  the  day  in  rational 
mirth  and  festivity  and  returned  early  and  in  regularity." 

By  vote  of  the  annual  meeting  the  meeting  was  deferred  one 
day  to  January  14,  1813.  David  Porter  was  elected  to  succeed  him- 
self for  another  year.  At  the  same  meeting  a  committee  consisting 
of  "W.  David  Porter,  Brothers  Thomas  K.  Brace,  Talcott  Walcott, 
Isaac  Perkins  and  Henry  King"  was  appointed  "to  dispose  of  the 
Bye  Laws  of  this  Lodge  and  to  make  such  alteration  as  they  shall 
see  fit." 

The  committee  completed  its  work  and  presented  its  report  to 
the  Lodge  on  October  13,  1813.  The  Lodge  action  was  reported  as 
follows: 

"The  new  revision  of  Bye  Laws  being  called  up,  were  read  and 
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passed,  whereupon  it  was  Voted  thai   the  Secy  should  procur< 
Book  and  insert  the  same  therein,  and  every  membei  ol  the  Lodge 

be  requested  to  sign  the  same." 

Present  records  indicate  that:  the  Se<  ietai\  had  anticipated  this 
and  there  are  copies  of  by-laws  starting  with  1811,  ('and  later  18G6) 
stored  in  the  vault  with  minutes  and  other  miscellaneous  records. 
The  status  of  the  earlier  signatories  to  the  by-laws  is  <  ovcrcd  by  a 
vote  at  the  next  meeting,  November  10,  1813,  as  follows: 

"Voted.  That  the  old  code  of  Bye  Laws  be  so  far  dispensed  with, 
that  every  Brother  who  has  been  made  a  Mason  in  this  Lodge  or  ad- 
mitted a  member  of  same  since  they  were  adopted,  be  and  hereby 
is  made  and  constituted  a  member  of  this  Lodge,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  if  had  subscribed  the  same." 

At  the  annual  meeting  January  12,  1814,  James  Ward  was  re- 
turned to  the  Master's  chair  after  two  years  of  service  by  David 
Porter.  The  Secretary  elected  at  the  same  time,  Jeremiah  Brown, 
is  notable  among  the  secretaries  of  that  period  in  that  he  signed  his 
minutes.  Others  before  and  after  his  time  acted  as  if  the  secretary's 
name  in  the  list  of  officers  was  sufficient  validation  for  the  minutes. 

The  reason  is  not  clear  but  Jeremiah  Brown's  minutes  reverted 
to  the  practice  of  designating  the  Master  as  "R.W.".  Actually  this 
covered  six  meetings  between  March  2  and  June  29.  The  August 
24  meeting  listed  the  Master  as  "W"  and  then  the  old-time  "R.W." 
or  "Rt.  W."  reappeared  September  28  and  continued  for  the  re- 
mainder of  James  Ward's  term.  The  "W"  was  restored  to  the 
Wardens. 

With  the  advancement  of  James  Babcock  from  Senior  Warden 
to  Master  on  January  11,  1815,  Noah  A.  Phelps,  Jr.,  was  elected 
Secretary.  He  continued  the  use  of  various  abbreviations  to  cover 
"Right  Worshipful,"  as  did  his  substitute  on  a  pro  tempore  basis, 
Samuel  Kellogg,  Jr.  Brother  Kellogg  acted  as  Secretary  at  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  January  11,  1815,  when  James  Babcock  was  elected 
and  Horatio  G.  Hale  was  named  Secretary.  Kellogg,  substituting 
for  Hale,  continued  the  "R.  W."  designation  through  January  24 
and  then  on  January  31,  1816,  renewed  the  use  of  "W"  as  the  Mas- 
ter's title. 

The  minutes  of  1812,  1813,  1814  and  1815  do  not  reveal  in  any 
fashion  the  tensions  of  the  War  of  1812  and  the  pressures  that  led 
to  the  Hartford  Convention.  LTnlike  normal  years  when  each  appli- 
cant for  membership  was  "mister,"  the  minutes  of  April  14,  1813. 
listed  "Mr.  John  B.  Murdock  a  Lieut,  in  the  Linked  States  Army." 
April  28  carried  his  name  as  "Lieut.  John  B.  Murdock"  and  "Lieut. 
Henry  W.  Huntington  of  the  U.  S.  Army"  was  proposed.  May  26, 

53 


1813,  brought  the  name  of  "Captain  Christopher  Ripley  of  the 
37th  Regt.  U.  S.  Army"  before  the  Lodge  as  an  applicant.  Another 
military  applicant  was  Captain  Anthony  Jeffrey  whose  name  and 
title  were  recorded  March  2,  1814. 

In  the  minutes  of  August  24,  1814,  was  entered  the  application 
of  Capt.  Charles  Newell  "of  Wethersfield"  who  resided  in  the 
jurisdiction  of  Columbia  Lodge,  No.  25,  (now  of  Glastonbury). 

These  four  men  and  their  titles  are  the  sole  indication  that  mat- 
ters military  had  any  special  significance  in  these  years. 

Solomon  Cowles  of  Farmington,  then  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
visited  the  Lodge,  June  1,  1814,  in  company  with  John  Mix  the 
Grand  Secretary,  and  his  fellow  member  of  Frederick  Lodge,  No. 
14. 

The  fraternity  in  Connecticut  was  establishing  a  broader  base 
during  the  years  between  the  Revolution  and  the  War  of  1812.  The 
original  Lodges  had  created  a  Grand  Lodge  to  replace  the  foreign 
jurisdiction  which  chartered  them  and  the  Grand  Lodge  in  turn 
chartered  new  lodges  in  territories  remote  from  the  meeting  places 
of  the  older  lodges. 

While  East  Hartford  was  not  remote  from  Hartford,  it  was  not 
always  a  convenient  location  from  which  to  attend  lodge  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Connecticut  River.  This  condition  received  recog- 
nition and  on  September  28,  1814,  the  minutes  reported  the  formal 
action  that  resulted: 

"A  Communication  was  reed,  from  Brothers  Shubael  Griswold, 
Timy.  Hall  &  David  Porter,  a  committee  of  a  number  of  the  Breth- 
ren in  East  Hartford,  requesting  the  approbation  of  this  Lodge  in 
favor  of  the  prayer  of  their  petition  now  pending  before  (to)  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  this  State  for  a  Lodge  to  be  established  in  that 
town— 

"Voted— That  the  Lodge  approve  of  the  prayer  of  their  petition 
&  that  the  Secretary  inform  the  committee  accordingly." 

The  May,  1814,  petition  from  East  Hartford,  according  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  History,  was  denied  at  the  October,  1814,  meeting  of 
that  body  despite  the  approval  of  the  petition  by  the  nearest  neigh- 
bor. 

The  May,  1814,  gathering  of  the  Grand  Lodge  named  James 
Ward,  then  Master  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  to  be  Grand  Junior 
Warden  a  post  he  occupied  for  two  years.  In  1816  when  Solomon 
Cowles  of  Farmington  was  elected  Grand  Master  James  Ward 
became  Grand  Senior  Warden. 
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VI 


AFTER  ANOTHER  WAR 


B 


ROTHER  Isaac  Perkins's  name  appears  in  the  minutes  in 
various  capacities— as  speaker  at  the  Baptist  Meeting  House,  as 
member  of  various  working  committees  and  then  in  1815  as  Senior 
Warden. 

In  addition,  he  comes  to  the  fore  in  the  minutes  of  February  27, 
1815,  as  the  author  of  a  "Proposition  for  a  Permanent  Fund."  Re- 
ports on  April  26  and  June  28  culminate  in  the  unanimous  ac- 
ceptance by  the  Lodge  of  a  plan  for  a  permanent  fund  known  as 
the  "Orphans  Fund." 

Brother  Perkins  was  not  on  the  control  committee  of  the  fund 
but  he  did  share  with  James  M.  Goodwin  the  task  of  collecting 
Grand  Lodge  documents.  Sheldon  W.  Candee,  the  Treasurer,  was 
named  to  "extract"  xx  "all  orders,  rules  and  regulations"  which 
would  require  local  observance. 

The  year  1815  closed  with  the  observance  of  the  Festival  of 
St.  John  the  Evangelist  by  attendance  at  the  South  Meeting  House 
where  the  Rev.  Mr.  Goodrich  of  Berlin  and  Brother  Sheldon  W. 
Candee  of  Hartford  addressed  the  gathering.  The  observance 
closed  with  the  traditional  feasting:  "with  all  the  Luxuries  of  the 


season." 


The  brethren  of  the  early  1800's  sometimes  seemed  contra- 
dictory in  their  actions,  swinging  from  extreme  to  extreme  in  votes 
at  successive  meetings.  The  upsurge  of  an  economy  wave  is  an  issue 
in  point. 

The  particular  sequence  of  events  started  December  6,  1815, 
when  Brothers  Thomas  K.  Brace,  H.  W.  Huntington,  Samuel 
Danforth  and  Nathan  Ruggles  were  appointed  a  committee  "to 
procure  a  new  Carpet."  On  December  20  final  preparations  were 
voted  for  the  Festival  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist  completing  plans 
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started  November  22.  By  December  21  there  seem  to  have  been 

some  misgivings  because  another  committee  was  named  consisting 
of  Brothers  Nathaniel  Bruce,  fudah  Bliss.  James  M.  Goodwin  and 
Isaac  Perkins  "to  take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  re- 
trenching the  expenditures  of  the  Lodge,  devise  wavs  and  means  to 
effect  the  same"  and  report  to  the  annual  meeting. 

The  annual  meeting,  the  first  of  the  new  year,  took  place 
Januarv  11.  1816.  The  Lodge  first  thanked  Mr.  Bennett  who  had 
provided  "the  Luxuries  of  the  season"  and  then  proceeded  to  act 
on  the  report  of  the  committee  on  "retrenching  the  expenditures  of 
the  Lodge." 

The  Lodge  voted  to  authorize  appointment  of  a  committee  of 
two  "to  procure  all  necessaries  for  the  Lodge,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Master— to  keep  an  accurate  account"  and  to  report  annually 
to  the  Lodge. 

Perhaps  the  heart  of  the  whole  matter  was  in  the  following: 

"Resolved— That  no  refreshment  except  Wine  shall  be  brought 
into  the  Lodge— The  Glasses  shall  be  set  at  the  opening  of  the 
LodgCj  but  the  Wine  shall  never  be  brought  in  until  ordered  by  the 
Master  &  then  the  stewards  shall  fill  the  glasses  X  return  the  Bottles 
to  their  former  places.—" 

Manners  were  changing  but  the  time  was  not  ripe  for  the 
break  with  the  past  which  was  to  come  within  a  few  years.  How 
unripe  the  period  was  will  be  seen  by  action  taken  less  than  a 
month  later. 

In  the  meantime,  the  same  annual  meeting  of  January  1 1  re- 
elected James  Babcock  as  Master,  retained  Isaac  Perkins  as  Senior 
Warden  and  advanced  Thomas  K.  Brace  from  Junior  Deacon  to 
Junior  Warden. 

The  meetings  of  January  24  and  31  were  devoted  to  candidates 
for  the  various  degrees  but  on  February  7.  1S16  there  was  a  re- 
surgence of  the  views  and  habits  that  had  prevailed  in  English 
speaking  areas  since  the  days  of  Charles  II.  The  Lodge  voted  on 
the  latter  date: 

"Resolved  by  the  Brethren  of  this  Lodge,  that  Spirit  be  in- 
troduced at  the  discretion  of  the  Worshipful  Master,  and  distri- 
buted about  in  the  same  manner  as  wine." 

With  the  prevalence  of  the  phrase  "signed.,  sealed  and  de- 
livered" as  one  of  the  common  and  ancient  expressions  in  Legal 
language  it  is  somewhat  surprising  to  find  that  the  Lodge  appeared 
to  have  functioned  without  a  seal  until  1816.  The  April  10  meet- 
ing that  year  "Voted  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  devise. 
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pur<  hase  &  obtain  permission  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  use  a  Seal  for 
this  Lodge." 

At  the  same  meeting  H.  B.  Hale  was  appointed  "to  devise  and 

purchase  at  his  own  expense,  a  Diplomatic  Plate  lor  this  Lodge." 
He  was   further  permitted   to   recover   his   rost-.    by   charging 
"reasonable  price  for  each   Diploma.'     With   many   traders   and 
travelers  among  its  members  the  Lodge  made  it  easier  for  them  to 
establish  their  identity  when  away  from  home. 

The  first  recorded  visit  of  dignitaries  representing  other 
Masonic  bodies  took  place  on  May  16,  1816,  when  the  Grand 
Master,  Solomon  Cowles,  is  listed  following  John  R.  Watrous, 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  Other  Grand  Chapter 
Officers  attending  were  Grand  King  John  Hart  Lynde,  Grand 
Scribe  Laban  Smith,  Grand  Marshal  Samuel  Green  (also  High 
Priest  of  Union  Chapter),  Grand  Sentinel  Samuel  Bailey,  High 
Priest  Mathew  Talcott  of  Jerusalem  Chapter  No.  13  and  Menzies 
Rayner  who  was  High  Priest  of  Solomon  Chapter  No.  3  and  Wor- 
shipful Master  of  Washington  Lodge  No.  13.  (This  listing  in  the 
minutes  gave  no  geographical  identification  which  might  clarify 
this  name  and  number.)  Sedley  Woodward  was  listed  among  the 
visitors  simply  as  "P.  M.,"  a  dignity  thus  far  denied  the  past  masters 
of  the  host  lodge  when  their  attendance  was  recorded. 

In  fact,  this  levelling  process  appears  to  have  had  such  a  firm 
hold  that  the  newly  elected  Grand  Junior  Warden  James  Ward,  is 
accorded  the  honor  of  being  the  first  listed  among  the  brethren 
without  reference  either  to  his  two  separate  periods  as  Master  of 
the  Lodge  or  of  his  newly  acquired  dignity. 

The  record  of  the  visitors  is  the  first  general  recognition  of 
titles  other  than  the  prior  Grand  Lodge  official  visitations. 

The  meeting  of  December  11,  1816,  voted  to  break  a  long-time 
precedent  by  not  celebrating  "the  approaching  festival  of  St.  John 
the  Evangelist."  The  same  gathering  named  a  "committee  to  in- 
vestigate the  precincts  of  this  Lodge  &  to  confer  with  Morning  Star 
Lodge  on  the  subject."  This  task  was  assigned  to  Brothers  Talcott 
Wolcott,  Isaac  Perkins  and  James  M.  Goodwin.  The  following 
meeting,  on  Christmas  Day,  1816,  presented  what  may  be  an  ex- 
planation of  the  suspension  of  the  observance  of  St.  John  the  Evan- 
gelist Day.  The  Lodge  voted  to  pay  S20.75  for  "sundries"  used  the 
preceding  year  which  had  already  been  called  "the  Luxuries  of  the 
season." 

The  annual  report  of  the  Orphans  Fund,  which  had  been  au- 
thorized in  August,  1815,  showed  the  committee  to  have  collected 
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$110.00  by  February  12,  1816,  on  which  date  the  first  loan  was 
made.  This  was  repaid  in  November  by  the  brother  who  had  bor- 
rowed it.  At  that  date  the  original  money,  the  interest  of  $5.22  and 
the  Treasurer's  collections  of  $30.00  provided  $145.22  which  was 
promptly  borrowed  by  the  same  brother  with  the  same  endorser 
on  his  new  note. 

Sheldon  W.  Candee  was  elected  Worshipful  Master  January  8, 


Oliver  Wolcott,  Jr. 

Grand  Master 

May,  18 18,  to  May,  1821 


1817,  ending  the  two-year  term  of  James  Babcock.  The  latter  was 
given  the  formal  thanks  of  the  Lodge  through  a  committee  for  the 
"dignified,  gentlemanly,  skillful  and  Masonic  manner,  in  which 
he  has  presided." 

The  temperance  movement  which  was  taking  shape  in  the  early 
1800's  may  have  had  some  share  in  the  constantly  recurring  actions 
concerning  refreshments  in  Lodge. 

The  subject  was  again  brought  before  the  Lodge  on  April  23, 
1817,  when  it  was: 

"Voted.— That  all  rules  and  regulations  relating  to  refresh- 
ments be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed,— 
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ANCIENT  and  HONORABLE1  FRATERNITY 

o  t 

$t ee  and  a  ccep teti  $taf 01! 

COLLECTED  and  DIGESTED  from  THEIR 
Old  BCCOrt)0,  faithful  CraDitionSf,  and  koOrjC  TcOQkS  t 

For  the  USE  of  LODGES. 

TOGETHER   WITH    THE 

HISTORY  and  GENERAL  REGULATIONS 

OF    THE 

GRAND  LODGE  of  MASSACHUSETTS, 

Compiled  by  the  Rev.  THADDEUS  MASON  HARRIS,  A.  M. 

MEMBKROf  thfc  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  and  Chaplain  to  the  Graxi 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 

MHETHREff.  SUBMIT  YOURSILVSS  UNTO  SUCH,  AND  TO  EVERY  ONE  THAT  /{ELPST* 
WlTHV$AHDUI10aETH.—--~*>Sr.PAl/L. 


SECOND  EBITION,  revise©  and  corrected  ;  with  larcs  additions. 

$>ubIi[t)eB  nnnct  tfjc  %anttion  of  the  <2>rann  Lougx. 

I. ■  ■■  ■  ■■■■■  ■■■■-■■-■■■■  :■„", «;,,■    ■    ,«■:„,:,;:■ r       ,      -',  ,,,',,  =■ 

PRINTED  AT  <!M<QttZfltX,  MASSACHUSETTS, 

By  Brother  ISAIAH  THOMAS, 
la  the  CWftmiCwMDCCXCVIII ;  in  thfc  pot  of  iiflt  IDDDCCXCVIII. 


T^/e  pflge  o/  £&e  7/5>^  Constitutions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts,  probably  the  first  North  American  printing  of  the 
Ancient  Constitutions. 

59 


or  Ax.       f 


lw^ 


/  /. 


/  / 


^ 


/ 


u 


\ 


******    Mv  yi^r  ~$/m-    rr  t 


V-ty*-     l***      *****        V  ■£<*■*-    fry.  '// 

y     '   /     •  J,/*.    ./V-*-«    &*&        V 

t^a      *f~C  c  <<***-<* 


a 


/,/  y 


r,  e{,t,  ,„->;../.,  6 


60 


&£c~J-  cJkcA  t     /,,   ,v  „.,„',/.,/ .,■/■ 

0*  rt,  /U/e* >'/rs /t,  ,v j  r//.f    &c 

r      6 tea* a    /■*.  (  ;<*./'*  Ifou.  rut>6*~  Je-r- 

\     Vit^c/l-^     (   /( re  i ,  ,  ihu  ///"-  mesA    t1     '        ' 


Sr  i 


'/  if 


as;    &€,££>.    dy    d^y^ra*    *UAtt&,£     Jt^t^cg  p&*  U**»t*~^) 


These  two  pages  reveal  the  agreement  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  No. 
4,  and  Pythagoras  Chapter,  No.  ij,  R.  A.  M.,  on  the  division  of 

costs  for  furniture,  common  equipment  and  rental. 


"Voted.— That  the  mode  of  refreshing  in  this  Lodge  shall  be 
subject  to  the  directions  of  the  Worshipful  Master— 

"Voted.— That  all  Liquors  shall  be  removed  from  the  Lodge 
Room  previously,  or  immediately  after  closing  the  Lodge—" 

During  all  of  this  period  there  were  applicants  or  degree  work 
requiring  attention  at  practically  every  meeting.  By  any  standards 
the  Lodge  was  a  thriving  organization. 

The  committee  in  charge  of  the  Orphans  Fund  reported  inter- 


Elizur  Goodrich,  Jr. 

Grand  Master 

May,  1825,  to  May,  1826 


est  and  donations  had  increased  the  fund  to  $249.37  which  "is  now 
on  Interest." 

The  source  of  the  present  multi-bodied  Masonic  Hall  Associa- 
tion received  first  mention  on  July  23,  1817,  in  the  following: 

"In  consequence  of  a  communication  received  from  the  com- 
mittee of  Pythagoras  Chapter  No.  17  requesting  the  Lodge  to  Co- 
operate with  them  in  hiring  a  Room  for  the  use  of  both  Lodge  & 
Chapter,— the  Lodge  appointed  a  committee  with  power  to  hire  a 
room,  should  the(y)  find  it  advisable  to  put  the  room  in  repair 
and  remove  the  Lodge  furniture,  without  further  consulting  the 
Lodge  on  the  subject,  the  following  brothers  were  appointed  on 
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the  Committee  viz,  Isaac  Perkins,  Thos.  K.  Brace,  James  M.  Good- 
win, S.  W.  Candee  and  Clias.  Sheldon." 

August  27  brought  the  report: 

"The  Committee  chosen  at  the  last  Lodge,  made  their  report 
through  their  Chairman,  Br.  Isaac  Perkins,  thai  they  had  hired  a 
Room  for  the  use  of  the  Lodge  for  Ten  years;  and  the  same  Com- 
mittee were  re-appointed  to  procure  Furniture  &c.  for  said  Room." 

The  minutes  omitted  to  say  where  the  room  was  located  al- 


James  M.  Goodwin 

Grand  Master 

May,  1S28,  to  May,  183 1 


though  Brother  Perkins,  a  practicing  attorney,  is  certain  to  have 
mentioned  that  important  fact. 

Pythagoras  Chapter,  No.  17,  invited  the  Lodge  to  the  Chapter 
installation  October  2.  The  magnitude  of  the  ceremonies  is  indi- 
cated by  use  of  the  phrase  "festivities  of  the  day"  twice  in  the  rec- 
ord. 

By  October  22,  1817,  the  rigors  of  the  season  ahead  were  recog- 
nized by  the  choice  of  a  committee  "to  confer  with  a  Committee 
from  the  Chapter,  respecting  the  fire  to  warm  the  Lodge-Room." 
The  "present  mode  of  warming"  was  approved  by  the  Committee 
and  the  Lodge  on  November  26  and  at  the  same  time  the  Com- 
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mittee  "to  hire  a  Room-'  was  empowered  to  procure  furniture  and 
"adjust  the  expenses"  with  the  Chapter. 

On  December  9.  the  Orphans  Fund  reported  growth  to  a 
total  of  S256.S5  and  on  December  24  the  treasurer  transferred 
Si 50.00  to  the  fund.  At  the  same  time  the  auditing  committee 
reported  "the  Lodge  has  been  generaly  as  -well  attended  as  form- 
erly and  at  no  period  within  the  recollection  of  the  committee 
has  the  Lodge  been  so  free  from  debt." 

The  annual  meeting  of  January  14.  1818.  receiyed  and  ap- 
proved  the  reports  of  the  committee  "for  "warming  the  room"  and 
the  committee  on  a  new  hall  and  new  furniture.  The  latter  com- 
mittee made  careful  report  on  the  division  of  costs  between 
Lodge  and  Chapter  and  filed  an  inventory  of  jointly  owned  fur- 
niture and  equipment.  The  importance  of  the  report  is  indicated 
by  a  detailed  copy  of  ir  in  the  minute  book,  one  of  the  few  such 
detailed  reports. 

The  same  annual  meeting  elected  Thomas  K.  Brace  to  the 
Master's  chair  and  authorized  a  committee  to  borrow  from  the 
members  to  meet  the  cost  of  the  new  furniture. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  first  record  was  made  of 
charges  of  unmasonic  conduct  entered  against  one  of  the  mem- 
bers  of  the  Lodge.  A  special  committee,  after  seyeral  months  of 
inyestigation  and  interyiew  of  persons  concerned,  gaye  a  detailed 
report  upon  which  the  Lodge  based  its  yote  of  expulsion. 

In  May  of  1S18  the  Grand  Lodge  elected  Oliyer  Wolcott,  Jr., 
to  be  Grand  Master  and  retained  James  Ward  as  Deputy  Grand 
Master  for  another  year.  Wolcott  was  in  his  second  year  of  a  ten 
year  tenure  as  Goyernor  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  at  the  time. 

The  second  minute  book  of  the  Lodge  closes  in  unique  fashion 
with  the  opening  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Lodge  on  January 
13.  1819.  Various  items  of  business  are  noted  but  the  election  is 
coyered  by  the  retiring  secretary,  Elizur  Goodrich.  Jr..  in  the  fol- 
lowing fashion: 

"The  Worshipfull  Master  Brace  then  led  the  brethren  to  the 
choice  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year— 

"(See  new  Book)" 

Secretary  Goodrich  very  neatly  passed  the  ball  which  Bar- 
zillai  Hudson,  Jr..  caught  with  something  to  spare.  The  in- 
coming secretary  confronted  with  a  minute  book— the  third  for 
the  Lodge— compromised  somewhat.  Secretary  Hudson's  first  entry 
was  the  attendance— old  officers  and  all— for  the  same  meeting. 
This  he  followed  with  the  list  of  newly  elected  officers  headed 
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by  James  M.  Goodwin  as  Master.  Business  thai  had  been  reported 

by  Secretary  Goodrich  in  book  two  was  omitted  but  appointments 
of  the  new  administration  were  a  part  of  the  new  secretary's  min- 
utes. Actually,  the  annual  meeting  needs  both  books  to  cover  it. 

At  the  fourth  meeting  of  the  year,  February  24,  1819,  the 
resignation  of  Secretary  Hudson  was  announced.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded, on  March  10,  by  Simeon  L.  Loomis. 

The  February  meeting  was  confronted  by  an  even  more  im- 
portant problem  than  the  loss  of  a  new  secretary.  A  report  was  pre- 
sented by  a  committee  that  had  been  named  the  preceding  month 
"to  take  into  consideration  the  finances  of  the  Lodge." 

In  effect  the  report  of  the  committee  charged  that  assessments 
for  the  Orphans  Fund  were  so  excessive  that  the  general  welfare 
of  the  Lodge  suffered.  In  consequence  the  committee  recom- 
mended and  the  Lodge  voted  to  halt  these  assessments  for  the 
Orphans  Fund,  but  to  leave  in  the  Fund  the  money  thus  far  ac- 
quired to  be  used  for  charitable  purposes. 

As  one  of  the  Lodges  that  knew  the  man  well,  St.  John's  took 
official  cognizance  of  the  death  of  Thomas  Smith  Webb,  voting 
on  July  28,  1819,  to  "wear  a  black  ribbon  in  the  buttonhole  of  the 
vest,  as  a  badge  of  mourning,  in  memory  of  our  worthy  deceased 
brother,  Thomas  Smith  Webb"  whose  death  took  place  on  July 
6,  1819,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  It  is  odd  to  contemplate  the  record 
which  shows  Webb  missed  by  one  meeting  of  St.  John's  Lodge 
a  fraternal  contact  with  the  man  for  whom  the  city  was  named- 
Moses  Cleveland,  or  Cleaveland. 

The  year  1819  was  apparently  not  the  year  for  Secretaries. 
It  will  be  recalled  that  Simeon  L.  Loomis  succeeded  Barzillai 
Hudson,  Jr.,  in  March.  Loomis,  in  turn,  resigned  September  22 
and  was  succeeded  on  October  13  by  Charles  Sheldon  who  re- 
mained until  the  next  annual  meeting,  January  12,  1820,  when 
Zephaniah  Preston  was  elected. 

"The  Council  of  Select  Masters"— the  present  Wolcott  Coun- 
cil made  its  first  appearance  in  the  minutes  of  November  10, 
1819,  when  the  question  of  rental  was  considered.  St.  John's 
Lodge  and  Pythagoras  Chapter  were  joint  tenants  of  the  "Ma- 
sonic Hall"  where  the  newly  formed  Council  sought  a  home. 

James  M.  Goodwin  was  re-elected  Master  on  January  12.  1820, 
and  the  Lodge  continued  in  that  year  an  active  program  of  proc- 
essing candidates  and  checking  activities  inimical  to  the  aims  and 
standing  of  the  fraternity. 

This  latter  operation  was  carried  out  first  by  a  special  com- 
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mittee  and  later  by  inquiry  in  the  Lodge  itself.  One  member  of 
St.  John's  and  two  with  affiliation  elsewhere  concealed  their  pub- 
lication of  "an  immoral  and  obscene"  book  by  indicating  that  it 
was  an  esoteric  document  belonging  to  the  fraternity.  The  com- 
mittee condemnation  was  reinforced  by  the  Lodge  which  sus- 
pended its  own  member  and  "FOREVER"  barred  the  other  two 
from  visiting. 

The  year  1820  was  also  hard  on  secretaries.  Zephaniah  Preston 
who  succeeded  Charles  Sheldon  on  January  10,  1820,  resigned 
June  24  and  was  replaced  by  Horatio  Alden  on  July  26. 

James  M.  Goodwin  completed  his  second  year  on  January  10, 
1821,  when  Elizur  Goodrich,  Jr.,  was  elected  his  successor. 

Despite  the  difficulties  over  the  Orphans  Fund  the  Lodge  con- 
tinued to  meet  the  needs  of  charity  to  which  it  was  committed. 
Elizur's  first  meeting— January  24,  1821,  made  special  appropria- 
tions for  two  brothers  and  a  widow  and  further  voted  thirty  dol- 
lars for  a  special  committee  to  meet  emergent  needs.  Incident- 
ally, in  182 1  thirty  dollars  constituted  a  goodly  sum. 

Four  months  after  his  installation  Elizur  Goodrich,  Jr.,  was 
elected  Grand  Junior  Warden.  This  election  on  May  9  was  fol- 
lowed by  his  resignation  as  Master  on  May  25.  Charles  Sheldon, 
the  Senior  Warden,  was  advanced  to  replace  him  at  the  meeting 
of  June  27,  1821. 

One  action  on  December  26,  1821,  dealt  with  the  affairs  of 
Anson  Gleason  the  newest  Master  Mason  in  the  Lodge.  The 
story  is  best  told  in  the  words  of  the  Secretary: 

"It  having  been  stated  to  the  Lodge  that  Brother  Anson  Glea- 
son is  going  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  as  an  assistant  Missionary 
Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  back  Brother  Glea- 
son the  Sums  rec'd  of  him  to  make  him  a  member  of  this  Lodge." 

Thus  St.  John's  Lodge  made  its  first  step  on  behalf  of  the  fu- 
ture fiftieth  state  and  joined  that  multitude  of  New  Englanders 
who  made  Hawaii  American. 

The  annual  meeting  now  termed  "communication"  of  Janu- 
ary 9,  1822,  returned  James  M.  Goodwin  to  the  Master's  chair 
and  approved  the  renewal  of  the  lease  on  the  hall  the  Lodge, 
Chapter  and  Council  were  occupying.  This  hall,  part  of  the  estate 
of  Aaron  Olmsted,  was  actually  leased  to  the  Lodge  and  Chapter 
with  the  Council  as  a  sub-tenant.  The  new  lease  for  fifteen  years 
called  for  an  annual  rental  of  $120  and  some  repairs  and  altera- 
tions to  the  Hall. 

Worshipful  Master  James  M.  Goodwin  presented  the  name  of 
Horace  Goodwin,  2nd,  for  membership  at  the  communication  of 
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March  13,  1822.  The  importance  of  this,  nol  then  apparent,  be- 
came enormous  as  Time  and   Masonry  moved  on   through   the 

years. 

The  minutes  of  April  24,  1822,  look  note  ol  a  pamphlet  "<  on- 
taining  the  resolves  of  a  number  ol  Masonii  brethren,  members 
of  Congress  and  others"  who  had  met  in  Washington,  March  9, 
1822,  "recommending  the  organization  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge 
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Horace  Goodwin,  2nd 

Grand  Master 
May,  1846,  to  May,  184S 
Grand  Treasurer 
May,  1850,  to  May,  1S59 


of  the  United  States."  The  pamphlet  was  read  and  placed  on  file. 
Horace  Goodwin,  2nd,  received  his  Master  Mason  degree  on 
June  25,   1822. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  May  of  1822  were 
read  at  the  communication  of  August  28  with  this  result: 

"A  motion  to  abolish  the  use  of  ardent  Spirits  at  the  regular 
communications  of  this  Lodge  in  conformity  with  the  foregoing- 
resolution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  made  and  seconded  and  con- 
sideration of  this  motion  was  postponed  to  the  next  regular  meet- 


ing of  the  brethren." 


67 


After  considering  the  matter  at  the  next  meeting,  September 
11,  it  was  again  put  over  and  the  regular  communication  of  Sep- 
tember 25  "indefinitely  postponed"  action.  That  September  25 
meeting  voted  charity  to  a  non-mason  who  had  a  "peculiar  claim" 
and  appropriated  "seven  dollars"  for  the  purchase  of  "Glass  ware." 

October  23,  1822,  saw  action  dealing  with  the  immediate 
comfort  of  the  members  and  a  second  vote  that  promised  long 
term  comfort  for  historians  perusing  the  Lodge  records.  The 
members  approved  the  purchase  of  a  stove  "erected  partly  in  the 
tylers  room  and  partly  in  the  room  adjoining."  "Pythagoras 
Chapter  will  join  in  the  expense,"  the  minute  recorded. 

The  other  action  directed  the  secretary  to  record  the  names 
and  home  lodges  of  visiting  brethren.  Prior  to  this  the  name  was 
recorded— sometimes— and  only  in  exceptional  cases  was  the  vis- 
itor's home  Lodge  mentioned. 

The  Lodge  was  represented  at  the  installation  of  Orient  Lodge, 
No.  62,  on  Wednesday,  September  25,  and  so  impressed  were  the 
members  they  voted  "that  the  Worshipful  Master  be  requested  to 
procure  for  distribution  to  the  Lodge  one  hundred  copies  of 
Brother  Osgood's  sermon  delivered  at  the  installation." 

While  the  St.  John's  minutes  do  not  make  it  clear  the  rec- 
ord would  seem  to  indicate  this  as  the  first  installation  of  Orient 
Lodge  the  charter  of  which  is  dated  September  18,  1822. 

The  succeeding  minutes,  to  the  end  of  1822  record  visitors 
from  Philadelphia,  Charleston,  Boston,  Louisville,  Cambridge, 
Munson,  Hudson,  Mass.,  Otsego  and  Augusta,  not  to  mention 
home  state  visitors.  Stage  coaches,  sloops,  schooners  and  even 
saddlehorses  must  have  had  energetic  use  to  generate  such  travel 
between  October  23  and  Christmas  Day. 

James  M.  Goodwin  was  reelected  Master,  January  8,  1823, 
thus  starting  his  fourth  year  in  that  office.  Fifty-five  members  at- 
tended and  conducted  the  Masonic  funeral  services  for  Samuel 
Wyllys  on  Thursday,  June  12,  1823,  marking  the  close  of  an  illus- 
trious career  as  patriot,  soldier,  Mason  for  fifty  years,  and  civil 
servant.  The  remainder  of  the  year  was  in  the  normal  pattern 
of  activity. 

George  Putnam  was  advanced  from  Senior  Warden  to  Master, 
January  14,  1824. 

A  dispute  with  the  newly  organized  Orient  Lodge  over  the 
question  of  jurisdiction  was  cleared  up  by  agreement  and  the 
penalty  reduced  below  the  normal  fee  "for  the  purpose  of  mani- 
festing to  them  our  friendship  and  brotherly  love."  The  remain- 
der of  1824  was  devoted  to  regular  operations— conferring  degrees, 
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conducting  funerals,  dispensing  charity  and  acting  as  Landlord  to 

the  other  Masonic  bodies. 

Samuel  G.  Goodrich  was  elected  Master  to  succeed  Geoi^e 
Putnam  on  January    12,    1825. 

The  same  meeting  saw  the  receipt  of  a  communication  from 
"a  number  of  Masonic  Gentlemen  in  the  town  of  Windsor  desir- 
ing the  approbation"  of  St.  John's  Lodge  No.  4  for  an  application 
for  a  charter  in  that  town.  The  matter  was  held  over  pending 
further  information  and  on  May  10  St.  John's  Lodge  voted  its 
approval. 

May  ii,  1825,  the  Grand  Lodge  named  Elizur  Goodrich,  Jr., 
Grand  Master  and  started  James  M.  Goodwin  on  his  way  to  the 
same  chair  by  naming  him  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

In  response  to  the  invitation  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Massa- 
chusetts the  Lodge  named  Worshipful  Master  Samuel  G.  Good- 
rich, Past  Master  Thomas  K.  Brace  and  Brother  Horace  W.  Good- 
win to  represent  St.  John's  Lodge  at  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone 
of  Bunker  Hill  Monument  on  June  17,  1825.  Worshipful  Master 
Goodrich  ("Peter  Parley")  left  an  interesting  record  of  the  event 
in  his  autobiography. 

The  Lodge  joined  with  others  at  the  installation  of  Washington 
Lodge  of  Windsor  on  August  25,  1825. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  January  11,  1826,  James  Ward  who 
had  first  been  elected  Master  in  1808  for  three  years  and  then  in 
1814  for  one  year,  was  again  elected  Master  for  still  another  year  of 
Masonic  service.  His  Senior  Warden,  Thomas  K.  Brace,  was  also 
a  Past  Master. 

Counting  special  communications  the  Lodge  had  met  thirty- 
one  times  in  the  calendar  year  of  1825,  indicating  a  healthy  interest 
that  was  soon  to  suffer  because  of  the  unreasoning  animosities  of 
anti-masonic  groups. 

The  first  meeting  of  James  Ward's  latest  tour  of  duty  as  Mas- 
ter on  February  8,  1826,  saw  a  favorable  vote  on  the  application  of 
Gideon  Welles  for  membership  and  his  initiation  at  the  same 
meeting. 

The  Lodge  voted  its  approval  of  the  application  "of  a  number 
of  brothers  residing  in  the  Town  of  Manchester"  to  establish  a 
Lodge  in  that  town,  thereby  further  constricting  the  extensive 
territory  originally  served  by  St.  John's. 

Gideon  Welles,  who  had  been  raised  on  March  8,  1826,  found 
himself  substituting  for  Nathan  Morgan  as  Secretary  on  July  24, 
August  23  and  again  on  November  8. 

Isaac  Perkins,  who  had  served  as  Senior  Warden  more  than  a 
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decade  before,  was  elected  Master  on  January  10,  1827.  Many 
activities  such  as  sponsorship  of  the  special  charitable  funds  of  the 
Lodge  and  his  standing  as  a  lawyer  marked  him  as  a  more  than 
average  member. 

The  year  1826  closed  with  no  mention  of  any  news  from  New 
York  State  where  in  September  William  Morgan  was  reputed  to 
have  disappeared.  This  story  is  extensively  covered  both  in  fact 
and  in  fable  by  many  writers,  friends  and  foes  of  the  fraternity 
alike.  In  St.  John's  Lodge  changes  in  practice  and  difficulties  that 
appeared,  indicated  objectively  that  all  was  not  well. 
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VII 
CLOUDS  AND  DARKNESS 
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HE  Lodge  met  in  special  session  January  31,  1827,  m  a  notable 
aura  of  mystery.  Subsequent  minutes  record  actions  which  taken 
in  conjunction  with  outside  history  indicate  a  continuing  struggle 
against  great  odds. 

Among  those  present  January  31  the  minutes  list  the  officers 
and  "D.  P.  Brinsmade,  J.  M.  Goodwin,  William  Jones,  Officers  of 
the  Grand  Lodge."  This  is  followed  by  a  list  of  members.  At  that 
moment  Brinsmade  was  Grand  Master,  Goodwin,  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  and  Jones,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  minutes  continue  "after  the  object  of  this  Special  meeting 
had  been  stated  by  the  Worshipful  Master,  the  Lodge  proceeded 
to  business. 

"A  Standing  Committee  was  appointed  consisting  of  J.  M. 
Goodwin,  Charles  Sheldon,  George  Putnam  and  Barzillai  Hud- 
son." 

Three  past  masters,  the  first  one  current  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
and  a  Past  Secretary  could  be  trusted  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
Lodge  and  of  the  fraternity. 

The  minutes  offer  no  explanation  but  the  record  of  events  out- 
side the  tyled  door  show  the  foes  of  Masonry,  political  or  fanatical, 
equally  in  full  cry.  Some  of  the  brethren  were  brave  but  prudent, 
some  were  just  prudent  and  some  were  neither.  These  last  com- 
prised the  ones  who  departed  promptly  at  the  first  sign  of  difficulty. 

The  next  six  meetings  acted  on  application  of  candidates,  con- 
ferred degrees  and  transacted  routine  business.  Two  meetings  had 
no  business,  two  were  devoted  to  degree  work  and  then  three  were 
completely  routine. 

The  task  of  setting  their  house  in  order  appears  implicit  in  this 
vote  at  the  next  session,  October  10,  1827: 
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"Resolved  that  Brothers  James  M.  Goodwin,  Nathan  Colton 
and  Ralph  H.  Wolcott  and  Horace  Goodwin  2nd  be  a  committee 
to  ascertain  to  whom  this  Lodge  is  indebted  and  the  amount  due, 
and  provide  ways  and  means  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  same, 
and  report  at  some  future  meeting." 

The  Lodge  conducted  a  public  Masonic  funeral  November  2, 

1827,  and  voted  a  special  solicitation  to  meet  a  charitable  need.  On 
November  15  a  committee  was  named  to  solicit  the  membership 
for  subscriptions  to  clear  the  debts  of  the  Lodge.  An  extra  set  of 
jewels  and  an  unused  chandelier  were  voted  sold. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Lodge  "at  Masonic  Hall"  January 
9,  1828,  reelected  Isaac  Perkins  as  Master.  The  committee  was 
instructed  to  sell  "the  new  sett"  of  jewels  also.  The  next  meeting 
voted  to  sell  two  shares  of  Phoenix  Bank  stock  "and  with  the  avails 
thereof  pay  the  debts  of  the  Lodge."  By-laws  affecting  "The  Or- 
phans Fund"  were  "dispens'd  with." 

The  newly  elected  Treasurer  and  Secretary  having  declined  to 
serve,  the  Lodge  elected  James  M.  Goodwin,  Treasurer,  and 
Lemuel  Humphrey,  Secretary.  In  March  of  1828,  it  was  voted  to 
authorize  the  Master  and  Wardens  to  act  as  a  committee  with  the 
Chapter  "to  rent  the  Masonic  Hall  for  the  joint  benefit  of  the 
Lodge  and  Chapter."  Other  steps  were  taken,  including  subscrip- 
tions, to  assure  payment  of  the  rent  required  by  the  lease  of  the  hall. 

In  the  midst  of  this  difficulty,  James  M.  Goodwin  took  another 
step  in  the  Grand  Lodge  line  and  on  May  15,  1828,  started  his 
three  years  of  service  as  Grand  Master. 

The  sale  of  bank  stock  was  again  authorized  November   12, 

1828,  to  provide  "the  payment  of  debts."  At  the  same  meeting  it 
was  voted  to  establish  quarterly  instead  of  monthly  sessions  of  the 
Lodge.  January,  April,  July  and  October  were  designated. 

The  annual  meeting  of  January  14,  1829,— first  of  the  new 
quarterly  sessions,— reelected  Isaac  Perkins  for  his  third  term  and 
voted  to  assume  the  rent  of  the  Hall  for  the  year,  absolving  the 
Chapter  from  its  share.  The  April,  July  and  October  meetings  were 
confined  to  routine  business.  A  committee  was  named  in  October 
"to  advise  with  the  Brethren  and  to  nominate  proper  persons  for 
officers"  in  January. 

January  13,  1830,  was  annual  meeting  date  but  no  nominations 
were  recorded.  Isaac  Perkins,  Master,  and  Dennison  Morgan,  Sen- 
ior Warden,  succeeded  themselves,  and  Horace  Goodwin,  2nd, 
succeeded  Hezakiah  Davis  as  Junior  Warden.  Lemuel  Humphrey 
moved  from  Secretary  to  Treasurer,  leaving  James  M.  Goodwin  to 
serve  as  Grand  Master.  Hezakiah  Davis  remained  in  the  line  filling 
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the  post  of  Senior  Deacon.  A  total  of  twenty-four  members  and 
three  visitors  attended.  Nathan  Colton   functioned  as  Secretary 

throughout  the  year  although  Alfred  Copeland,  the  elected  Secre- 
tary, was  present.  In  July  William  Dimock,  Alvah  Merrill  and 
James  Pitkin  were  "admitted  to  membership." 

Isaac  Perkins  was  reelected  for  his  fifth  and  final  term  January 
12,  1831,  with  the  same  Wardens,  Treasurer  and  Senior  Deacon. 
Nathan  Colton  was  elected  Secretary  and  Benoni  A.  Shepard  was 
made  Junior  Deacon.  It  would  appear  that  subscriptions  were  not 
providing  enough  funds  because  the  sale  of  the  'Phoenix  Bank" 
shares  was  again  voted,  this  time  "the  three  shares."  Prior  votes  had 
been  "two  shares"  and  then  "one  share." 

The  same  meeting  repealed  all  by-laws  "except  those  regarding 
the  Election  of  officers  and  admission  to  degrees  in  Masonry  and 
membership."  It  voted  a  committee  "to  dispose  of  such  furniture" 
as  the  Master  and  Wardens  might  direct.  It  then  ordered  payment 
of  Hall  rent  "to  this  time,"  and  authorized  the  Master  and  the 
Wardens  to  contract  "for  this  or  some  other  Hall  as  they  may  think 
best."  The  second  meeting  of  1831  was  held  in  April  "at  Masonic 
Hall"  which  appears  to  be  the  recently  occupied  space.  In  any 
event,  Brothers  Goodwin  and  Spencer  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  rent  it  and  pay  the  proceeds  to  the  Treasurer.  The  brethren  were 
still  making  a  mighty  effort  to  survive  as  a  Lodge. 

The  1832  annual  meeting  January  11,  advanced  Dennison 
Morgan  and  Horace  Goodwin,  2nd,  to  Master  and  Senior  Warden, 
respectively,  and  Hezakiah  Davis  to  Junior  Warden.  Humphrey 
and  Colton  continued  as  Treasurer  and  Secretary,  respectively, 
Benoni  A.  Shepard  advanced  to  Senior  Deacon  and  Theodore 
Spencer,  Jr.,  was  made  Junior  Deacon.  The  Worshipful  Master 
was  authorized  "to  hire  this  or  some  other  convenient  room  by  the 
Evening"  and  he,  with  the  Wardens,  was  authorized  "to  Sell  such 
articles  belonging  to  the  Lodge  as  they  think  best." 

The  brethren  digressed  from  the  dreary  task  of  paying  bills  and 
preserving  a  Lodge  to  hold  a  meeting  February  22,  1832.  Nathan 
Colton's  minutes  record: 

"It  being  the  centennial  Birth  day  of  George  Washington 
the  Evening  was  spent  by  the  Brethren  in  conversation  and  in 
the  Interchange  of  Sentiment  and  Good  Feeling  commemorative 
of  that  important  event—." 

There  was  still  hope  for  the  Lodge's  own  centennial  thirty 
years  in  the  future  as  Colton  wrote:  "Present  the  officers  and  about 
50  Brethren." 

In  July,  1832,  the  Lodge  received  a  communication  from  the 
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Grand  Master  upon  which  it  "Voted  That  it  is  inexpedient  for 
the  Lodge  to  act  on  this  Subject  at  this  time." 

"James  Ward,  James  M.  Goodwin  and  the  Three  first  officers 
of  this  Lodge"  were  appointed  "to  communicate  to  our  Worship- 
full  Grand  Master  Thomas  Hubbard  the  above  vote,  with  the 
situation  of  Masonry  in  this  place,  and  the  reasons  why  the  Lodge 
defer  acting  on  this  subject  at  Present."  Hubbard  was  successor 
to  James  M.  Goodwin  in  a  complete  turnover  of  Grand  Lodge  of- 
ficers with  the  exception  of  Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Treas- 
urer. 

Dennison  Morgan  completed  his  year  January  9,  1833,  and 
Horace  Goodwin,  2nd,  was  elected  to  the  first  of  the  ten  years 
in  which  he  was  to  put  the  seal  of  permanence  on  the  struggling 
Lodge.  Hezakiah  Davis  and  Benoni  A.  Shepard  were  his  Wardens, 
Lemuel  Humphrey  and  Nathan  Colton  continued  as  Treasurer 
and  Secretary,  Theodore  Spencer  moved  up  to  Senior  Deacon  and 
William  D.  Eaton  joined  the  line  as  Junior  Deacon. 

January  8,  1834,  the  next  meeting,  was  the  annual  session  and 
the  officers  were  all  reelected.  This  would  appear  to  be  almost  the 
low  point  but  again  it  was  apparently  inexpedient  to  meet  for 
another  year. 

Forty-two  members,  the  seven  line  officers  and  the  Tyler  met 
at  Franklin  Hall,  January  14,  1835.  The  minutes  are  revealing. 

"The  Choice  of  officers  was  def'd  with  untill  the  following 
Vote  was  Considered.  Voted  that  it  is  Expedent  that  this  Lodge  be 
disolved  and  its  charter  be  Surrendered  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  It  was 
amended  by  inserting  the  word  'not'  before  the  word  Expedent, 
and  past  The  Members  present  not  marked  by  a  cross  before  their 
names  Voted  for  the  emmendment."  (The  words  "in  the"  after 
"Voted"  are  crossed  out  by  pen  strokes.)  The  result  of  this  vote  has 
been  rumored  to  have  been  a  victory  of  "one  vote"  to  save  the 
charter.  The  crosses  number  22,  the  blanks  27— a  plurality  of  five,  a 
majority  of  two  (and  one-half).  It  was  not  overwhelming,  but  it  was 
a  victory  for  continuance. 

All  of  the  officers  were  reelected  excepting  Nathan  Colton  who, 
after  four  years,  was  replaced  by  Elisha  Harrington.  One  action 
authorized  the  Master  and  Wardens  to  dispose  of  the  "funds  of  this 
Lodge  to  the  Indigent  Masons,  their  Widows  and  Orphans  within 
six  months"  and  another  vote  directed  them  to  dispose  of  property 
"that  is  not  wanted." 

The  next  meeting,  December  3,  1835,  "at  Denslows  hall"  ap- 
proved their  report  of  disposition  of  funds  and  property.  Sixteen 
brethren  attended  with  the  officers.  The  annual  meeting  of  January 
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13,  1836,  also  at  Denslow's  Hall  was  attended  by  nineteen,  includ- 
ing the  officers.  Horace  Goodwin,  2nd,  was  reele<  ted,  Elisha 
Harrington  and  Benoni  A.  Shepard  were  named  Senior  and  Junior 
Warden,  respectively,  Lemuel  Humphrey  continued  as  Treasurer, 
Theodore  Spencer  became  Secretary  and  was  succeeded  as  Senior 
Deacon  by  John  Stanwood.  W.  D.  Eaton  continued  as  Juni'-i 
Deacon.  It  was  voted  to  continue  dispensing  funds  for  charity. 

Russell  St.  John,  a  visitor  at  the  1836  annual  meeting  was 
"unanimously  voted  a  member,"  at  the  next  meeting  on  December 

14,  1836.  Denslow's  Hall  continued  in  use  for  meetings  and  the 
1837  annual  meeting  again  reelected  Horace  Goodwin,  2nd,  as 
Master.  George  Putnam  returned  to  duty  as  Senior  Warden  and 
the  other  officers  retained  their  stations. 

Apparently  the  low  point  had  been  passed  because  the  Lodge 
met  again  at  Denslow's  Hall,  February  8,  1837,  and  named  a  com- 
mittee consisting  of  the  Master  and  "Brothers  N.  Lyman  and  J. 
Stanwood"  who  were  charged  "to  consider  the  subject  of  admitting 
Brethren  to  this  Lodge."  The  Lodge  met  again  at  the  same  place 
April  1 2,  and  June  4. 

The  June  4  date  is  important  for  the  sole  action  taken: 

"On  motion  of  Brother  F.  Oakes  it  was  voted  that  the  meetings 
of  this  Lodge  be  holden  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  each  month." 

The  intention  was  good  but  not  yet  possible  of  attainment.  The 
next  meeting  took  place  August  2  and  the  next  after  that  on  Octo- 
ber 4.  Both  were  routine  gatherings. 

December  6,  George  Putnam  proposed  Cyrus  Goodell  to  be 
admitted  to  membership  and  on  January  3,  1838,  he  was  unani- 
mously accepted.  The  December  meeting  also  voted  to  forego 
special  fees  on  affiliates  but  to  make  them  responsible  for  dues 
each  time  they  attended  "as  other  members  are."  That  was  the 
seventh  meeting  in  1837. 

The  period  between  December,  1832,  and  December,  1836, 
counting  both  months,  accounted  for  another  seven  meetings. 
None  of  the  minutes  mention  the  home  of  the  Master,  Horace 
Goodwin,  2nd,  and  it  is  probable  the  meetings  reputed  to  have 
been  held  at  his  home  were  committee  or  officers'  meetings  to  carry 
out  mandates  adopted  at  the  infrequent  meetings  of  the  Lodge. 

Horace  Goodwin,  2nd,  and  all  of  his  1837  officers  were  reelected 
January  3,  1838.  The  same  meeting,  besides  electing  Goodell  to 
membership,  voted  to  have  an  address  on  Masonry  delivered  at 
each  communication  "not  less  in  length  than  Ten  minutes  no  more 
than  fifteen  minutes." 

James  Ward,  the  hardy  brother  who  had  attained  the  post  of 
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Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  stepped  aside  for  Oliver  Wolcott,  Jr., 
was  the  first  one  selected  to  talk.  He  accepted.  Isaac  Perkins  was 
requested  to  plan  for  March  and  he,  too,  was  willing.  Both  were 
Past  Masters  of  the  Lodge  with  life-long  loyalty  demonstrated  in 
myriad  ways.  Each  made  his  address— Ward  in  February  and  Per- 
kins in  March.  Meetings  were  continued  on  the  monthly  schedule 
through  June,  1838,  with  speakers  at  each  and,  much  more  im- 
portant to  the  revival  of  the  Lodge,  with  applicants  for  affiliation 
in  increasing  numbers. 

July  and  August  meetings  were  not  held  but  the  schedule  re- 
sumed in  September.  The  October  session  voted  to  have  Brother 
James  Goodwin,  2nd,  '"call  on  all  delinquent  members." 

Horace  Goodwin  was  elected  for  his  seventh  term  as  Master, 
January  2,  1839,  with  several  new  officers  in  his  suite.  He  could 
afford  to  have  some  new  ones  since  his  own  experience  in  the  line 
from  December  27,  1826,  when  he  was  elected  Junior  Warden 
placed  him  among  the  long-time  executives  of  the  Lodge.  George 
Putnam  and  Benoni  A.  Shepard  were  reelected  Wardens  and 
Lemuel  Humphrey,  Treasurer.  Xormand  Lyman  was  named  Sec- 
retary to  succeed  Theodore  Spencer,  W.  D.  Eaton  advanced  to 
Senior  Deacon  and  Cyrus  Goodell  was  named  Junior  Deacon.  May 
8,  1839,  the  Grand  Lodge  named  Horace  Goodwin,  2nd,  to  be 
Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Meetings  were  again  suspended  for  several  months  to  be  re- 
sumed in  October,  1839.  The  October  and  December  meetings 
both  voted  to  accept  affiliates.  The  suspension  does  not  reflect  on 
the  officers  because  on  January  1,  1840,  Horace  Goodwin,  2nd,  and 
his  fellow  officers  were  reelected.  February  5,  1840,  also  reflects  an 
underlying  healthy  condition  with  a  laconic  minute  reading: 

"Committee  for  Looking  for  a  new  Lodge  Room.  The  Wor- 
shipful  Horace  Goodwin,  2nd,  James  Goodwin,  Anson  Humph- 
rey." 

The  March  4  minutes  put  teeth  in  this  action  by  voting  "That 
the  Committee  for  Procuring  a  Lodge  Room,  raise  by  subscription 
funds  for  that  object." 

In  May,  1840,  Benoni  A.  Shepard  was  advanced  to  Senior 
Warden  to  fill  the  vacancy  created  by  the  death  of  George  Putnam 
who  had  been  one  of  the  pillars  of  strength  during  the  most  difficult 
years  just  passed.  Joseph  C.  Burke  was  made  Junior  Warden.  The 
June  minutes  tell  the  story  of  the  search  for  a  new  hall  in  which 
"the  Committee  did  not  succeed  in  procuring  the  Room  in  Central 
Rowe."  The  Committee  was  instructed  to  rent  Denslow's  Hall  or 
any  other  room  "they  think  proper"  paying  "not  to  exceed  Si 00 
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per  annum"  for  a  period  of  not  over  three  years.  Subscriptions 
were  again  authorized  to  secure  "the  sum  of  $75"  il  the  normal 
Lodge  receipts  "should  not  be  sufficienl  to  pay  for  the  repaiis  and 
fixtures  &  also  the  rent  and  current  expenses  foi  One  Year." 

In  August,  1840,  another  giant  step  was  taken.  For  several  years 
all  new  members  had  been  affiliates  but  in  December,  1839,  James 
B.  Gilman  had  been  approved  for  membership  and  August  5,  1840, 
"James  B.  Gilman  was  then  Initiated  to  the  first  degree  of  Ma- 
sonry." Another  candidate,  William  M.  Durand,  was  proposed  the 
same  night. 

August  21  saw  the  advancement  of  James  B.  Gilman  to  the 
degree  of  Fellowcraft  and  the  selection  of  a  committee  to  "draft 
new  by-laws"  which  would  replace  those  which  had  been  repealed, 
January  12,  1831.  The  committee  consisted  of  "R.  W.  Horace 
Goodwin,  2nd,  Revd.  brother  John  Moor,  brother  B.  A.  Shepard." 

Seven  affiliates  were  proposed,  one  entered  apprentice  initiated 
and  one  candidate  was  proposed  on  September  2,  1840.  The  by-law 
committee  report  was  "layed  over"  to  September  23  when  the  pro- 
posed by-laws  were  read  and  again  "layed  over."  It  would  appear 
that  the  ancient  parliamentary  "three  readings"  were  required  but 
in  any  event  there  was  no  trace  of  undue  haste.  This  meeting  and 
the  next  two— October  4  and  21— conducted  degree  exemplifica- 
tions but  did  not  mention  the  by-laws.  They  were  the  subject  of 
discussion  October  28  but  they  were  not  enacted.  The  meetings  of 
November  11  and  25,  December  2  and  9  ignored  them  and  finally 
on  December  16  they  were  "Indefinitely  posponed."  This  same 
meeting  cleared  up  some  of  the  problems  of  fees  by  separate  action. 
December  was  quite  a  contrast  to  the  months  of  the  preceding 
decade  with  its  five  meetings.  The  fourth  one,  on  December  23,  was 
notable  for  an  attendance  of  46  members  and  on  December  30,  the 
fifth  meeting  recorded  a  total  of  49  in  attendance. 

The  minutes  of  August  5,  1840,  transposed  the  Deacons,  mak- 
ing Cyrus  Goodell,  Senior,  and  William  D.  Eaton,  Junior,  without 
explanation.  Its  legitimacy  is  indicated  by  the  annual  meeting  of 
January  6,  1841,  when  Horace  Goodwin,  2nd,  and  his  officers  were 
reelected  with  that  change  in  effect. 

With  an  occasional  missed  week  the  members  of  the  Lodoe  were 
meeting  on  a  weekly  schedule  and  attendance  ranged  from  23  to 
39.  The  Lodge  was  popular,  too,  as  the  continuing  line  of  candi- 
dates proved.  July  was  skipped  but  one  meeting  was  held  in  August, 
three  in  September  and  the  usual  weekly  sessions  were  resumed  in 
October.  From  then  until  the  close  of  the  year  the  Lodge  was  active 
in  work  and  blessed  by  continuing  good  attendance. 
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Book  number  three  of  the  records  began  with  the  split  minutes 
of  the  annual  meeting  of  January  13,  18,  1819,  and,  carrying  the 
record  of  the  lean  years  of  the  "Morgan  era,"  was  closed  by  Secre- 
tary Normand  Lyman  with  the  minutes  of  the  final  meeting  of  the 
year  1841— December  29. 

The  fourth  minute  book  ushered  in  the  eightieth  anniversary 
year  of  the  original  Lodge  charter— 1842.  The  Revolution,  the  War 
of  1812  and  the  Morgan  period,  with  its  vilification  of  the  frater- 
nity had  passed  into  history. 

A  new  Junior  Deacon,  Allyn  Goodwin,  was  named  at  the  1842 
annual  meeting  on  January  5  but  otherwise  the  slate  of  officers  was 
unchanged.  Seventeen  meetings  were  held  during  the  year  with  a 
complete  suspension  between  June  8  and  October  12.  A  special 
committee  was  named  "to  examine  and  report"  on  a  change  of 
meeting  night.  The  Lodge  might  miss  meetings  from  time  to  time 
but  it  rejected  a  proposal  to  alter  the  meeting  night  from  Wednes- 
day to  Tuesday.  It  had  always  been  Wednesday  and  no  committee 
report  could  change  it.  Refreshments  were  continued  but  "the  ut- 
most economy"  was  approved. 

The  action  January  19,  1842,  approving  continuance  of 
Wednesday  meetings  was  upset  February  9  by  voting  a  shift  of 
meetings  to  Mondays.  This  prevailed  for  the  meetings  of  February 
21  and  28,  March  14  and  21  at  which  last  meeting  the  Monday  ac- 
tion was  repealed  and  Wednesday  restored.  (It  is  still  Wednesday.) 

A  note  of  optimism  sounded  clearly  in  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  on  May  25,  1842,  "to  take  into  consideration  the  Subject 
of  Building  a  Masonic  Hall."  No  report  was  made  by  the  commit- 
tee during  the  balance  of  the  year. 

Horace  Goodwin,  2nd,  is  listed  in  the  Grand  Lodge  records  as 
having  filled  the  stations  of  both  Grand  Wardens  in  1842,  the  tenth 
year  of  his  important  tenure  as  Master  of  his  Lodge.  His  final  act  as 
Master  was  to  open  the  annual  meeting  January  11,  1843. 

The  clouds  were  gone,  the  darkness  over.  The  new  year  ( 1 843) 
became  the  first  to  be  recorded  in  minute  book  number  four. 
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VIII 
FOUR  MORE  GRAND  MASTERS 


B, 


'ENONI  A.  SHEPARD,  who  started  as  Junior  Deacon  Janu- 
ary 12,  1831,  attained  the  Master's  chair  by  election  on  January  1 1, 

1843,  one  day  short  of  twelve  years  later.  Shepard  became  Junior 
Warden,  January  9,  1833,  and  advanced  to  Senior  Warden  in  May, 
1840,  to  succeed  George  Putnam,  deceased,  who  had  also  been  a 
stalwart  in  the  hard  years.  Shepard  had  served  a  full  and  successful 
apprenticeship. 

February  23,  1843,  saw  a  proposal  that  was  indicative  of  the 
future  when  it  was  moved  "that  our  Tyler  be  requested  to  provide 
for  the  use  of  the  Lodge  refreshments  consisting  of  cold  meats, 
Crackers,  Cheese,  Fruits  and  cold  water  excluding  wines  and  Strong- 
drinks."  The  proposal  was  "postponed  to  a  future  meeting." 

Twenty-five  communications  comprised  the  work  of  the  year 
1843  with  seven  candidates  seeking  and  securing  membership  in 
the  fraternity.  In  May  of  1843,  the  Grand  Lodge  advanced  Horace 
Goodwin,  2nd,  to  the  post  of  Deputy  Grand  Master  which  he  was 
destined  to  hold  until  May  of  1846. 

The  Lodge  reelected  Benoni  Shepard  to  be  Master  January  4, 

1844.  After  much  discussion  and  negotiation  begun  in  the  pre- 
vious year  the  Lodge  voted  on  March  13,  1844,  to  move  to  "Mr. 
Catlin's  building."  The  Secretary,  Gurdon  Robbins,  Jr.,  having 
removed  from  the  city  James  Bolter  was  named  to  replace  him, 
May  22,  1844. 

January  1,  1845,  began  that  year  for  both  calendar  and  Lodge 
with  the  latter  advancing  Theodore  Spencer,  Jr.  to  Master.  He, 
like  the  preceding  two  Masters  under  whom  he  had  served  and  like 
David  Clark,  new  Junior  Warden  in  his  line,  was  destined  to  oc- 
cupy the  Grand  East. 

Among  the  sub-tenants  in  the  Hall  then  occupied  by  the  Lodge 
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appears  the  entry  "also  §10  of  Washington  Encampment  No.  1  for 
Rent."  This  is  the  first  reference  to  Washington  Commandery  in 
the  Lodge  minute  books.  From  time  to  time  discussions  on  the  Hall 
appear  in  the  minutes  indicating  a  degree  of  dissatisfaction  which 
did  not  quite  accomplish  any  change. 

Theodore  Spencer,  Jr.,  was  reelected  January  7,  1846,  and  at 
the  next  communication  January  14,  two  candidates  were  initiated 
who  were  destined  to  serve  as  Masters  of  the  Lodge:  James  H.  Ash- 
mead  and  Chester  Hebard.  On  January  21a  committee  was  named 
to  draft  by-laws  to  replace  those  repealed  in  the  lean  years.  The 
Master,  David  Clark  and  Horace  Goodwin,  2nd,  were  named.  Two 
weeks  later  both  Ashmead  and  Hebard  were  raised  the  same  night- 
February  4,  1846.  Other  activities  were  routine  until  May  13,  1846, 
when  Horace  Goodwin,  2nd,  was  advanced  to  the  Grand  Master's 
chair.  His  two  years  of  service  in  the  highest  office  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  would  round  out  eighteen  years  of  important  activity  be- 
ginning as  Junior  Warden  of  the  Lodge  in  1830.  Interestingly 
enough  Benoni  A.  Shepard  was  named  Grand  Warden  the  same 
year— the  record  crediting  him  with  occupancy  of  both  Wardens' 
stations.  (Some  outside  records  list  his  name  as  "Shepherd"  but  the 
records  of  the  Lodge  used  the  form  "Shepard"). 

Twenty- two  communications  were  held  in  the  January-June 
half  year  of  1846,  a  close  approach  to  the  weekly  schedule  which  was 
to  prevail  later.  Another  twenty-two  were  held  in  the  second  half  of 
the  year.  The  number  of  meetings  faithfully  reflect  a  busy  year  of 
degree  work  as  the  fraternity  fully  overcame  the  political  attacks 
upon  it. 

Allyn  Goodwin  was  advanced  from  Senior  Warden  to  Master, 
January  6,  1847.  David  Clark  and  Cyrus  Goodell  were  the  new 
Wardens,  the  latter  returning  to  the  line  after  an  absence  of  a 
year.  The  Lodge  moved  into  the  modern  pattern  and  deferred  the 
installation  until  the  next  communication,  January  13,  1847.  The 
Lodge  replied  affirmatively  to  a  request  from  St.  John's  Lodge  No. 
1  of  New  York  City  to  have  an  interchange  of  representatives. 

A  question  was  raised  on  the  legality  of  the  annual  meeting  of 
January  6  and  without  revealing  in  the  minutes  the  particular  rea- 
son therefore  the  Lodge  voted  on  March  3 1  to  declare  the  annual 
session  "null  and  void."  The  next  meeting  cleared  the  slate  by  re- 
electing the  Master,  Wardens,  Treasurer  and  Secretary. 

At  the  December  22  meeting  in  1847  it  was  again  voted  to  have 
a  committee  to  draft  a  code  of  by-laws.  Brothers  J.  H.  Ashmead, 
David  Clark  and  Horace  Goodwin,  2nd,  were  named  to  the  com- 
mittee. 
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David  Clark  and  Cyrus  Goodell  were  named  Mastei  and  Senior 
Warden  respectively,  January  5,  1848,  and  Henry  Perkins  moved 
to  Junior  Warden.  James  H.  Ashmead  and  Chestei  Hebard  were 
again  together,  this  time  in  the  Deacons'  stations.  There  were  fifty- 
four  communications  in  1848  including  special  gatherings  for 
funerals.  This  record  compares  favorably  with  any  one  oi  the 
modern  years  when  weekly  communications  were  in  vogue. 

Twenty-six  candidates  were  raised  in  1848  including  five  hom 
Meriden  who  were  released  to  St.  John's  Lodge,  Xo.  4,  by  Harmony 
Lodge,  Xo.  20,  of  Berlin  (later  New  Britain).  A  donation  ol  f  ;o 
was  voted  to  Harmony  Lodge,  Xo.  20,  and  while  it  is  not  stated  it 
would  appear  to  be  a  sharing  of  fees  to  permit  the  candidates  the 
Lodge  of  their  choice  without  penalizing  either  Lodge. 

By  1848  St.  John's  Lodge,  Xo.  4,  was  provided  with  a  number 
of  sub-tenants:— Masonic,  Sons  of  Temperance  and  some  other  or- 
ganizations. Senior  Deacon  Ashmead  was  charged  with  conferring 
with  these  groups  "upon  procuring  Spittoons  for  use  in  the  Hall." 

Cyrus  Goodell  was  elected  to  the  Master's  station  January  3, 
1849.  Aside  from  a  number  of  other  Masonic  distinctions  he  has 
that  of  having  his  name  misspelled  more  often  than  almost  any 
other.  Some  entries  on  David  Clark  give  his  surname  a  final  "e" 
which  in  fact  did  not  belong  but  Cyrus  Goodell  was  listed  as  often 
by  "Goodale"  as  by  his  proper  patronymic.  Henry  A.  Chapin  be- 
came Secretary,  Josiah  S.  Rice  remained  as  Treasurer,  all  of  the 
other  officers  moved  up  and  James  B.  Crosby  filled  the  vacancy  of 
Senior  Deacon. 

Unlike  the  modern  approach  which  confines  a  communication 
to  a  single  degree  there  were  frequently  sessions  at  which  two  de- 
grees were  conferred  and  a  number  of  brethren  for  reasons  not 
listed  were  given  all  three  degrees  at  one  communication.  Single 
candidates  usually  were  the  subjects  of  the  three  degree  schedule 
while  in  several  instances  two  applicants  received  their  first  and 
second  lessons  on  one  night.  This  condition  was  not  peculiar  to 
Cyrus  Goodell's  term  but  had  started  some  years  before. 

Counting  the  annual  meeting  of  January  3  at  which  he  was 
elected  Cyrus  Goodell  had  ten  communications  in  one  month,  the 
last  one  of  them  January  30.  Six  candidates  were  raised  of  whom 
two  received  all  of  their  degrees  at  a  single  meeting.  The  other 
four  received  two  degrees  each  at  a  single  meeting.  The  rush 
slowed  down  to  four  communications  in  February  and  four  in 
March  and  thereafter  the  Lodge  pursued  a  less  rapid  pace. 

The  long  task  of  restoring  missing  by-laws  that  had  been  sus- 
pended or  repealed  in  the  Morgan  period  was  completed,  the  min- 


utes  of  March  21,  1849,  report,  by  having  "the  articles  taken  up 
separately  and  adopted."  Since  these  were  more  nearly  in  the  pat- 
tern that  still  prevails  they  are  not  presented  in  full  as  were  their 
predecessors. 

Josiah  S.  Rice,  the  Treasurer,  "having  moved  out  of  the  state," 
the  question  of  replacing  him  was  raised.  It  was  indefinitely  post- 
poned with  the  result  that  Mason  Gross  began  a  period  as  Treasurer 
pro  tempore  on  March  21,  1849,  which  culminated  in  his  election 
August  15,  1849,  to  begin  more  than  seven  years  in  the  office  on  his 
own  right. 

Action  was  taken  August  22,  1849,  to  confer  with  other  tenants 
on  the  proposal  to  light  the  Masonic  Hall  "with  gas."  When  Cyrus 
Goodell  presided  over  the  final  communication  of  his  term  on  Jan- 
uary 2,  1850,  he  could  mark  it  up  as  number  fifty  for  his  year. 

Because  of  ill  health  Henry  Perkins  declined  election  as  Master, 
January  9,  1850,  and  Junior  Warden  James  H.  Ashmead  was 
elected  in  his  stead.  Perkins  was  reelected  Senior  Warden.  On 
March  27  the  Master,  James  H.  Ashmead,  gave  notice  of  his  resig- 
nation effective  April  3,  on  which  date  Henry  Perkins  was  elected 
and  installed  to  serve  the  balance  of  the  year.  No  further  mention 
is  made  of  Perkins's  health.  The  vacancy  for  Senior  Warden  was 
filled  by  the  election  of  a  Past  Master,  Allyn  Goodwin. 

At  the  Grand  Lodge  session  of  May  8,  1850,  the  top  six  titles 
were  filled  by  men  from  the  state's  two  capitals,  Hartford  and  New 
Haven.  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  had  that  many  men  in  office 
headed  by  Benoni  A.  Shepard  as  Grand  Master.  William  E.  San- 
ford  of  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  1,  of  New  Haven,  was  Deputy  Grand 
Master.  Shepard  had  little  reason  to  feel  the  loneliness  of  high 
places.  His  Junior  Deacon  in  St.  John's  Lodge,  David  Clark,  was 
his  Grand  Senior  Warden  and  Theodore  Spencer  who  was  his 
Senior  Warden  in  St.  John's  became  his  Grand  Junior  Warden. 
The  Lodge  Master  under  whom  Shepard  had  served  as  Senior 
Warden,  Horace  Goodwin,  2nd,  preceded  him  in  the  Grand  East 
and  now  was  selected  at  the  same  1850  Grand  Lodge  to  be  Grand 
Treasurer,  a  position  in  which  he  would  add  ten  years  to  an  already 
distinguished  eighteen  years  of  official  service.  Eliphalet  Storer  of 
Hiram,  No.  1,  was  serving  as  Grand  Secretary. 

Past  Masters  Shepard  and  Clark  each  presided  at  communica- 
tions while  the  Master,  Henry  Perkins,  filled  the  station  of  Senior 
Warden.  No  indication  is  given  whether  this  was  caused  by  Per- 
kins's health  or  came  as  courtesy  to  the  Grand  Lodge  officers  in 
their  home  Lodse. 
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The  Lodge  acted  August  17,  1850,  to  accept  the  invitation  ol 
Hiram  Lodge,  No.  1,  of  New  Haven,  to  attend  the  "Centennial 
Anniversary"  of  Hiram,  No.  1,  oil  Septembei  5,  1850.  On  Decem- 
ber 18  it  voted  to  accept  another  invitation  listed  thus  in  the 
minutes: 

"A  communication  was  read  from  the  (.rand  Se<  retary  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  inviting  the  members 
of  this  Lodge  to  attend  a  Grand  Masonic  Festival  to  be  held  in  the 
city  of  New  York  on  St.  John's  day  27th  inst  to  celebrate  the  union 
of  brethren  under  the  jurisdiction  of  St.  John's  Grand  Lodge  and 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  New  York." 

James  H.  Ashmead  was  returned  to  the  Master's  station  Jan- 
uary 8,  1851,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  being  installed  by  the  most 
Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Benoni  A.  Shepard. 

Samuel  Colt  was  proposed  for  membership  on  January  18,  1851, 
by  the  Senior  Deacon  of  the  Lodge,  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  initiated 
February  19,  1851,  passed  and  raised  March  12.  Seymour  at  the 
time  was  Governor  of  Connecticut. 

A  committee  consisting  of  Horace  Goodwin,  2nd,  William  P. 
Donaldson  and  Mason  Gross  reported  on  May  3  that  there  were 
two  possibilities  for  a  new  hall,  "one  in  a  building  about  to  be 
erected  near  the  arch  Bridge,  by  Mr.  Sisson,  who  offers  to  furnish 
a  Hall  suitable  for  the  Lodge  for  rent  of  $250  per  Annum."  On  May 
7  the  Lodge  approved  the  acceptance  of  the  offer  and  then  voted 
to  reconsider  on  May  21.  On  the  latter  date  the  action  was  made 
final  and  the  Master  and  Wardens  were  empowered  to  complete  the 
transaction.  At  the  same  session,  May  21,  the  Lodge  approved  a 
solicitation  to  provide  a  memorial  to  Major  General  David 
Wooster,  first  Master  of  Hiram,  No.  1,  and  hero  of  the  resistance 
to  General  Tryon's  raid  on  Danbury  in  the  Revolution. 

Construction  appears  to  have  progressed  during  the  summer  on 
the  new  hall  and  on  September  17,  1851,  the  Lodge  voted  to  author- 
ize the  committee  to  raise  by  subscription  the  sum  of  $1,000  to  be 
used  in  furnishing  the  new  hall.  J.  Watson  Beach  and  Thomas  H. 
Seymour  were  added  to  the  committee. 

James  H.  Ashmead  chose  not  to  complete  his  term  and  pre- 
sented his  resignation  as  Master  on  December  17  and  on  December 
24  the  Lodge  elected  George  Giddings  to  complete  the  term.  The 
minutes  of  the  next  two  special  communications,  December  31, 
1851,  and  January  7,  1852,  list  James  H.  Ashmead  as  presiding 
(without  a  "p.  t."  notation).  Brother  Giddings  was  not  present  at 
either  meeting.  A  third  special  communication,  January  9,  1852, 
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These  two  pages  are  two  successive  pages  of  minutes  in  the 
"dark  years."  They  reveal  the  annual  meetings  of  1834  and  1835. 
There  were  none  in  between.  The  1835  meeting  minutes  record 
the  Lodge's  refusal  to  surrender  charter  or  principles  in  the  face  of 
un justified  anti-Masonic  agitation. 


had  David  Clark,  Past  Master  and  current  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
presiding.  Again  Brother  Giddings  was  not  present.  Book  Number 
Four  of  the  minutes  closes  with  this  session. 

The  new  book— Number  Five—  opens  with  the  annual  meeting 
of  January  14,  1852.  George  Giddings  presided  and  no  explanation 
of  the  three  preceding  special  sessions  is  offered.  Chester  Hebard 
who  had  been  Senior  Warden  for  the  year  1851  was  elected  Master. 
Horace  Goodwin,  2nd,  and  Benoni  A.  Shepard  served  as  tellers, 
probably  one  of  few  instances  where  the  task  could  be  and  was 
given  by  one  Lodge  to  two  Past  Grand  Masters  in  its  membership. 

The  new  hall  in  "Mr.  Sisson's  building"  which  was  "near  the 
arch"  sheltered  its  first  meeting  on  April  21.  The  building  is  gone 
but  the  arch  is  still  there  bridging  a  highway  atop  the  river  which 
once  called  for  bridging  only,  not  for  a  containing  conduit.  The 
building  was  at  130  Main  Street,  the  modern  460. 

The  bad  years  were  more  than  a  decade  in  the  past,  a  busy 
decade  in  which  many  candidates  had  received  their  degrees.  There 
existed  some  question  on  the  completeness  of  the  accompanying 
instructions  because  on  July  7,  1852,  the  Lodge  voted  to  name  a 
committee  of  three  "to  confer  with  the  Past  Masters  and  decide 
upon  some  plan  to  give  instruction  to  the  young  members."  No 
further  formal  notice  was  taken  of  the  subject  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year. 

Probably  the  high  light  of  the  year  was  the  formal  observance  of 
the  one  hundredth  anniversary  "of  the  initiation  of  our  Illustrious 
Brother  George  Washington"  on  Thursday,  November  4,  1852. 
Reference  to  a  ball  in  the  minutes  and  a  printed  program  in  the 
minute  book  indicate  that  the  celebration  opened  with  brief 
church  exercises.  The  invocation  was  by  Reverend  Brother  J.  J. 
Twiss,  a  hymn  was  sung  that  had  been  composed  by  Brother  Wil- 
liam M.  B.  Hartley,  the  scripture  reading  was  by  Reverend  Brother 
T.  P.  Abell,  the  prayer  by  Reverend  Brother  O.  H.  Tillottson  and 
the  oration  by  Reverend  J.  M.  Willey,  Grand  Chaplain.  The  ball 
followed. 

A  thoroughly  modern  note  was  sounded  at  the  November  10 
communication  when  the  committee  reported  "certain  expenses 
still  unsettled"  which  made  a  final  report  on  the  affair  impossible 
at  the  time. 

On  December  22  the  by-laws  were  amended  to  make  the  first 
Wednesday  in  January  the  annual  meeting  date  and  to  provide 
regular  communications  on  the  first  and  fourth  Wednesdays,  Sep- 
tember to  April. 

The  annual   election,   January  5,    1853,   advanced  James   B. 
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Crosby  and  Thomas  H.  Seymour  to  Mastei  and  Senioi  Warden, 
respectively.  Seymour  was  still  occupying  the  Governor's  chair,  01 
perhaps  chairs  better  fits  the  dual  capitals  of  the  State.  Hciii\  ( 
Deming  was  named  Junior  Warden.  Stephen  Babcock  was  replaced 
by  E.  Thomas  Lobdell  as  Senior  Deacon  and  fames  B.  Shultas  re- 
ceived Lobdell's  former  post  of  Junior  Deacon. 

At  the  same  meeting  W.  W.  Johnson,  Worshipful  Mastei   of 


Benoni  A.  Shepard 

Grand  Master 

May,  1850,  to  May,  18  51 


Chicopee  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  presented  an  engraved  silver 
pitcher  as  token  of  appreciation  for  the  conduct  of  a  funeral  by  St. 
John's.  It  is  natural  that  the  decision  of  St.  John's  to  have  special 
dedicatory  ceremonies  for  the  new  hall  should  include  an  invita- 
tion to  Worshipful  Brother  Johnson  and  his  Lodge.  A  ball  was 
decided  upon  as  the  climax  of  the  dedication. 

The  first  mention  of  a  "register"  for  the  ante  room  appeared 
January  12,  1853,  when  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  procure  such 
a  book  "for  the  registration  of  all  members  and  visiting  Brethren." 

David  Clark  was  elected  Grand  Master  on  May  1 1,  1853,  to  be- 
gin two  years  in  that  station  during  which  his  Deputy  Grand  Mas- 
ter was  Theodore  Spencer,  a  fellow  Past  Master  of  St.  John's.  While 
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the  Lodge  was  doing  well  in  high  places  it  was  also  more  than 
healthy  in  the  field  of  candidates  and  affiliates.  One  or  more  of  each 
appeared  in  the  records  of  each  communication  of  which  there 
were  thirty— regular  and  special— between  the  annual  meeting  of 
January  5  and  June  30,  1853.  Summer  heat  held  no  terrors  and 
another  five  sessions  were  recorded  in  July  and  six  in  August.  The 
last  four  months  of  the  year  were  relatively  slow  with  only  fifteen 


David  Clark 

Grand  Master 

May,  1853,  to  May,  1855 

communications  for  a  total  of  fifty-six  meetings  in  1853,  all  of  them 
for  transaction  of  business  or  degree  work. 

The  annual  meeting  of  January  4,  1854,  is  notable  for  several 
reasons,  first  of  which  is  the  fact  that  Grand  Master  David  Clark 
presided  as  Master  pro  tempore.  Worshipful  Master  Crosby  had 
not  been  present  since  November  but  the  reasons  appear  good  be- 
cause he  was  continued  in  office  for  another  year. 

Thomas  H.  Seymour  resigned  as  Governor  October  13,  1853, 
to  become  Ambassador  to  Russia.  Unlike  the  Governorship  this 
did  not  permit  work  in  Lodge  and  Stephen  Babcock  succeeded  him 
as  Senior  Warden  and  James  B.  Shultas  moved  up  to  Junior 
Warden.  Grand  Master  Clark  installed  the  group  February  1. 


AmoiIici  outstanding  combination  ol  actions  was  the  appropria- 
tion of  $100  from  the  treasury  and  the  contribution  ol  $51.70  b) 
the  members  for  St.  John's  share  in  the  ere<  tion  ol  the  memorial 
in  honor  of  General  David  Wooster.  I  he  monument  was  dedi<  ated 
April  27  at  Danbury. 

James  B.  Shultas  was  replaced  as  Junioi  Warden  al  a  special 
election  on  April  r,. 


Theodore  Spencer,  Jr. 

Grand  Master 

May,  1855,  to  May,  1856 


On  June  28,  1854,  an  action  was  recorded  that  gives  the  first 
indication  of  the  more  modern  time  tables  for  Lodge  operation. 
The  Lodge  closed  "until  the  first  Wednesday  in  September  next, 
unless  convened  upon  some  special  emergency." 

The  Lodge  conducted  Masonic  funeral  services  for  Past  Master 
and  Past  Grand  Master  Benoni  A.  Shepard,  October  1 1,  1854.  John 
B.  Shultas  was  designated  as  Marshal  for  the  ceremony,  and  was  as- 
sisted by  James  H.  Ashmead. 

Grand  Master  David  Clark  announced  the  bearers  who  repre- 
sented the  Grand  Lodge  and  St.  John's  No.  4,  as  Deputy  Grand 
Master  Spencer  of  Hartford,  Grand  Senior  Deacon  John  W.  Leeds 
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of  Stamford,  Past  Masters  Allyn  Goodwin  and  Cyrus  Goodell  of 
Hartford,  Brothers  Tripp  of  Hartford,  Holley  of  Stamford  and 
Blackmail  of  Bridgeport.  With  becoming  modesty  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter listed  himself  last— without  title.  A  moving  resolution  was 
adopted  indicating  the  sense  of  loss  of  this  stalwart  of  the  troubled 
years. 

The  Senior  Warden,  Stephen  Babcock,  was  advanced  to  the 
Master's  chair  and  an  entirely  new  slate  of  officers  named  with  the 
exception  of  the  Treasurer,  Mason  Gross,  on  January  3,  1855. 
Gross  started  his  sixth  year  as  custodian  of  the  funds.  In  the  modern 
manner  the  installation  was  put  over  until  a  later  communication. 
However,  the  action  was  by  special  vote  not  by  by-law  as  now  pre- 
vails. 

Hartford's  most  famous  industry  makes  its  first  appearance  in 
the  minutes  of  January  24,  1855,  when  "on  motion  of  Brother 
Horace  Goodwin  Bro.  Mason  Gross  was  appointed  a  committee  to 
procure  insurance  on  the  furniture  and  fixtures  of  the  Lodge  to  the 
amount  of  one  thousand  dollars." 

The  coverage  must  have  been  placed  promptly,  and  fortunately 
so.  A  destructive  fire  swept  the  hall  on  the  night  of  January  29 
which  prevented  meetings  there  until  March  18.  On  May  16  the 
minutes  reported  a  settlement  of  S226  by  the  Hartford  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company.  The  Lodge  thanked  the  committee  for  "the  prompt 
and  able  manner  in  which  they  refitted  our  hall."  The  committee 
consisted  of  James  B.  Crosby,  Mason  Gross,  Elizur  Skinner,  Allyn 
Goodwin,  and  Elisha  Bigelow. 

The  fourth  Grand  Master  from  St.  John's  in  ten  years,  Theo- 
dore Spencer,  Jr.,  was  elected  by  the  Grand  Lodge  to  succeed  David 
Clark  on  May  9,  1855.  Horace  Goodwin,  2nd,  was  reelected  for  his 
sixth  term  as  Grand  Treasurer. 

Willis  J.  Goodsell,  who  was  destined  to  be  elected  Master  on 
January  6,  1858,  was  initiated  on  August  22,  1855,  and  raised  to 
full  membership  September  5,  1855. 

Wednesday  evening,  November  21,  1855,  may  well  be  listed 
as  the  birth  night  of  the  large  frame  which  contains  the  photo- 
graphs of  Past  Masters  of  the  Lodge.  To  be  sure  the  frame  was 
neither  made  nor  authorized  then.  The  Lodge  voted  to  have  the 
first  three  officers  "inquire  into  the  expense  of  procuring  Daguerre- 
otypes of  our  Worthy  Past  Masters."  Their  report  was  accepted 
at  the  next  meeting,  November  21,  1855,  and  an  appropriation  of 
Si 00  was  made  to  the  committee  for  the  work. 

Pliney  Jewell  whose  personal  fame  is  recorded  extensively  in 
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biographical  works  concerning  not  only  Hartford  but  the  state  was 
initiated  into  the  Lodge  on  December  5,  1855,  and  was  raised  on 
December  19. 

The  election  of  officers  January  2,  1856,  advanced  Stiles  D. 
Sperry  to  the  Master's  chair,  George  A.  Washburn  from  Junior  to 
Senior  Warden  and  Henry  P.  Seymour  from  Junior  Deacon  to 
Junior  Warden.  Willis  J.  Goodsell  was  named  Senior  Deacon.  The 
new  Secretary,  Andrew  D.  Euson  had  been  raised  on  the  thirteenth 
day  of  the  preceding  September.  He  had  already  substituted  in  the 
station  on  November  28  and  he  did  write  a  good  hand  as  demon- 
strated by  the  minute  book. 

The  installation  ceremonies  on  January  9  were  conducted  by- 
Grand  Master  Theodore  Spencer,  Jr.  Oliver  Woodhouse  who  was 
destined  for  the  Master's  chair  eighteen  years  later  was  appointed 
a  Steward.  An  interesting  sidelight  is  the  fact  that  at  that  period 
Stewards  were  listed  on  the  night  of  appointment  but  not  in  the 
list  of  officers  which  customarily  wras  part  of  each  set  of  minutes 
during  the  rest  of  the  year. 

Theodore  Spencer,  Jr.,  yielded  the  Grand  Master's  station  to 
his  successor,  William  L.  Brew'er  of  Norwich,  on  May  14,  1 856.  This 
left  that  hardy  Mason,  Horace  Goodwin,  2nd,  as  the  sole  St.  John's 
representative  in  the  Grand  line,  a  condition  that  had  not  pre- 
vailed since  GoodwTin  had  been  on  the  way  to  the  Grand  East  more 
than  ten  years  before. 

Past  Master  James  Ward,  wTho  had  been  first  elected  to  the  East 
in  1808  and  had  served  the  Grand  Lodge  to  and  including  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  succumbed  to  the  weight  of  years  and  wyas  buried 
with  full  Masonic  honors  October  28,  1856.  He  had  been  "accepted 
a  member"  on  February  8,  1792,  and  had  never  flagged  in  his  de- 
votion to  the  Lodge  during  his  sixty-four  years  of  membership. 

Counting  the  annual  meeting  and  the  special  communications 
of  1856  the  Lodge  met  forty-two  times.  Oddly  enough,  the  regular- 
ity wTas  not  in  the  modern  manner.  Meetings  ranged  from  one  each 
in  June  and  September,  three  in  July  and  five  in  January  to  seven 
in  December.  Extensive  degree  work  marked  all  of  the  regular 
communications.  In  fact  at  the  installation  in  January  John  M. 
Dean  had  the  distinction  of  being  initiated  as  soon  as  the  new  offi- 
cers were  in  their  stations.  During  the  year  a  single  communication 
was  devoted  to  conferring  all  three  degrees  on  William  B.  Thomp- 
son. No  notation  of  reason  wTas  made.  At  another  single  communi- 
cation Joseph  Benson  was  initiated  and  then  the  Fellowcraft  degree 
wTas  conferred  on  James  Nichols.  Neither  the  hour  of  convening 
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nor  that  of  adjourning  is  noted  but  the  use  of  the  word  "evening" 
in  the  minutes  smacks  of  understatement. 

A  special  communication  on  December  31  closed  the  busy  year 
of  1856  with  three  more  members  raised  for  a  total  of  fifteen  dur- 
ing the  year.  Four  more  affiliated  and  one  was  reinstated. 
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IX 
THE  FIRST  HUNDRED  YEARS 
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EORGE  A.  WASHBURN,  the  Senior  Warden,  received  a 
majority  of  ballots  but  declined  election  as  Master  on  January  7, 
1857.  The  Lodge  thereupon  advanced  the  Junior  Warden,  Henry 
P.  Seymour.  The  Deacons,  Willis  J.  Goodsell  and  Lucius  S.  Bolles 
advanced  to  the  Wardens'  stations  in  that  order.  The  retiring; 
Master,  Stiles  D.  Sperry,  assumed  the  Treasurership  from  Mason 
Gross  who  had  completed  almost  seven  and  one-half  years  in  the 
post.  At  the  same  meeting  Brother  H.  Clay  Trumbull  presented  a 
fragment  of  stone  from  the  foundation  wall  of  the  Temple  of  Solo- 
mon which  he  had  mounted  on  a  golden  wedge. 

Junior  Warden  Bolles  resigned  on  April  8  because  of  an  im- 
pending move  to  "Canada  West,"  today's  Province  of  Ontario.  A 
week  later  Mason  Gross,  the  recently  retired  Treasurer  was  named 
to  the  vacancy. 

Henry  P.  Seymour's  term  encompassed  fifty-three  communica- 
tions, regular  and  special,  and  saw  eighteen  candidates  raised  and 
one  member  affiliated. 

Senior  Warden  Willis  J.  Goodsell  advanced  to  Master  and 
Secretary  Henry  H.  Fitch  became  Senior  Warden  at  the  annual 
communication  January  6,  1858.  Junior  Deacon  Levi  Woodhouse 
was  made  Junior  Warden  and  Lucius  E.  Hunt,  Secretary.  They  are 
thus  listed  because,  in  order,  they  moved  to  the  Master's  chair  with 
none  dropping  out  as  had  been  in  the  case  in  the  several  years  just 
ended.  Horace  Goodwin,  2nd,  Past  Master,  Past  Grand  Master  and 
current  Grand  Treasurer  was  the  installing  officer,  thus  observing 
the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  his  much  less  promising  first  in- 
stallation as  Master  of  the  Lodge.  Henry  A.  Goodwin  started  a 
fourteen-year  tour  of  duty  as  Treasurer. 

An  important  proposal  was  put  forth  by  Brother  George  A. 
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Washburn.  Past  Senior  Warden,  on  April  28,  1S58,  in  the  follow- 
ing: 

'"Whereas  the  true  interest  of  Masonry  demands  formation  of  a 
new  Lodge  to  be  located  in  this  city,  therefore.,  be  it 

"Resolved,,  by  St.  John's  Lodge.  No.  4.  that  we  do  cordially  ap- 
prove of  the  forming  of  a  new  Lodge  to  be  located  in  this  city,  and 
we  do  respectfully  recommend  the  petition  for  such  new  Lodge  to 
be  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  of  diis  State.,  at  their  Annual  Communication,  to  be  held  in 
the  city  of  Xew  Haven  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  May,  next."' 

Consideration  was  put  over  to  the  meeting  of  May  5  at  which 
date  the  vote  was  unfavorable  and  die  resolution  rejected. 

The  Lodge  was  still  meeting  "near  the  arch"  on  May  26  when 
Lucius  S.  Bolles  (apparently  returned  from  Canada  West)  offered 
this: 

"Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  removing  of  our  Lodge  to  a  more  central 
location:  and  that  said  Committee  examine  into  the  subject  and 
confer  with  proprietors  who  may  contemplate  building  during  the 
coming  vear,  and  report  their  doings  in  the  premise  at  any  regular 
Communication."  The  first  three  officers  were  named. 

The  officers  advanced  on  Januarv  5.  1859.  with  Henry  H.  Fitch 
becoming  the  new  Master.  Henrv  A.  Goodwin  continued  as  Treas- 
urer  and  George  B.  Preston  joined  the  line  as  Secretary,  Charles  W. 
Cook  was  replaced  as  Senior  Deacon  by  Junior  Deacon  George  W. 
Lester  who  was  in  turn  replaced  by  Amos  Pillsbury.  These  last  two 
were  destined  to  continue  to  the  East. 

June  8,  1859,  Past  Master  Cyrus  Goodell  presented  a  resolution 
which  was  adopted  June  15.  It  read: 

"Resolved,  by  St.  John's  Lodge,  Xo.  4,  that  we  do  cordially  ap- 
prove of  the  forming  of  a  new  Lodge  to  be  located  in  this  city,  and 
we  respectfullv  recommend  the  petition  for  such  new  Lodge  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  State  of  Connecticut." 

The  Lodge  received  a  request  from  the  new  Lodge,  Hartford 
Xo.  88,  "for  the  use  of  the  Hall  and  Jewells."  The  first  three  offi- 
cers were  named  a  committee  to  confer  on  the  matter.  Actual 
charter  date  for  Hartford  Xo.  88,  is  May  10,  i860.  The  day  before, 
Mav  q,  marked  the  end  of  the  service  of  Horace  Goodwin,  2nd,  as 
Grand  Treasurer,  a  post  he  held  for  ten  years. 

George  B.  Preston  resigned  the  Secretaryship  and  his  place  was 
filled  bv  the  election  of  Charles  A.  Stillman  on  June  29.  Minute 
book  number  five  closed  Asith  the  communication  of  X'ovember  16, 
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1859-  Book  number  six  began  with  the  minutes  of  the  next  meet- 
ing, November  30,  1859. 

Levi  Woodhouse,  the  Senior  Warden  was  advanced  to  Master 
on  January  4,  i860,  and  with  some  e»  eptions  the  other  officers  ad- 
vanced. Sanford  K.  Palmer  succeeded  Charles  A.  Stillman  as  S 
tary,  Lester  Goodwin  became  Junior  Deacon,  and  the  Stewards, 
Charles  C.  Soper  and  Charles  Reed  were  reappointed.  Lester  Good- 
win declined  by  letter,  February  8,  and  the  Master  appointed  Ed- 
win Garfield  to  fill  the  remainder  of  the  Junior  Deacon's  term. 

During  the  year  several  communications  were  devoted  to  two 
degree  exemplifications  each.  Some  were  combinations  of  the  first 
and  second  and  some  of  the  second  and  third. 

The  committee  on  the  revision  of  the  by-laws  had  been  at  work 
for  several  months  and  finally  presented  its  report  October  24, 
i860.  The  new  by-laws  were  adopted  and  ordered  printed.  They 
provided  for  meetings  every  Wednesday  night  of  the  year,  at  7:30 
in  summer  and  7:00  in  winter.  Officers  were  all  elected  with  the 
exception  of  the  Chaplain,  Marshal,  Stewards  and  Tyler.  The  an- 
nual meeting  was  set  for  the  second  Wednesday  in  January*.  The 
requirement  that  a  vote  be  taken  on  each  degree  was  continued  in 
force. 

Without  explanation  the  next  annual  meeting  was  held  on 
the  first  Wednesday,  January  2,  1861,  and  Lucius  E.  Hunt  was 
advanced  to  Master.  The  procedure  of  moving  from  Senior  Deacon 
to  Junior  Warden  began  with  this  annual  meeting  and  Secretarv 
Sanford  K.  Palmer  continued  in  his  station.  Two  new  Deacons 
were  named,  A.  S.  Smith  and  N.  G.  Hinckley. 

The  Civil  War  which  started  in  April  showed  no  trace  in  the 
minutes  which  listed  activity  each  week  in  the  same  stvle  and 
amount  that  had  prevailed  in  the  recent  preceding  years.  The 
first  departure  from  the  norm  appeared  in  the  minutes  of  Septem- 
ber 30,  1861,  when  "it  appearing  to  be  a  case  of  necessity"  the 
Lodge  by  unanimous  vote  conferred  all  three  degrees  on  Warren  C. 
Foster.  Xo  further  explanation  of  the  "necessity"  is  given  but  it 
could  have  been  the  W ar. 

On  November  4,  1861,  "the  question  of  Celebrating  the  Cen- 
tennial Anniversary  of  the  Lod^e  March  21st  1862  was  then  dis- 
cussed  by  the  Brethren."  Past  Masters  and  Past  Grand  Masters 
David  Clark  and  Horace  Goodwin,  Past  Masters  James  B.  Crosby 
and  Willis  J.  Goodsell  and  Brother  W.  H.  Root  were  named  to 
the  committee  of  which  the  Master,  Lucius  E.  Hunt,  was  elected 
chairman. 

Joseph  K.  Wheeler,  who  was  destined  to  serve  as  Master  in 
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i866  and  as  Grand  Secretary  for  almost  twenty-eight  years  starting 
in  1867,  made  his  first  appearance  as  a  Lodge  officer  by  recording 
the  communication  of  October  2,  1861,  as  Secretary  pro  tempore. 

The  Centennial  Committee  reported  elaborate  proposals  for 
the  observance  in  1862  but  this  record  will  be  confined  to  those 
actually  carried  out.  The  report  was  made  December  4  and  after 
accepting  it  the  Lodge  voted  a  "Committee  of  Arrangements"  con- 
sisting of  W.  M.  Lucius  E.  Hunt  as  chairman,  the  Wardens, 
George  W.  Lester  and  Amos  Pillsbury,  Past  Grand  Masters  Horace 
Goodwin,  2nd,  Theodore  Spencer  and  David  Clark,  Past  Masters 
Allyn  Goodwin,  James  H.  Ashmead,  James  B.  Crosby,  Henry  P. 
Seymour,  Chester  Hebard,  Willis  J.  Goodsell,  Henry  H.  Fitch, 
Stiles  D.  Sperry,  Levi  Woodhouse,  and  Brothers  Thomas  H.  Sey- 
mour, James  T.  Pratt,  Charles  H.  Olmsted,  Asher  Moore,  Nathan 
W.  Waterman,  Joseph  Pratt,  James  Dixon,  Charles  W.  Cook, 
James  G.  Barnett,  William  I.  Babcock,  William  H.  Root,  Oliver 
D.  Seymour,  Samuel  R.  McNary,  A.  G.  Hammond,  E.  Thomas 
Lobdell  and  James  B.  Shultas. 

The  election  of  officers  on  New  Year's  Day  of  1862  continued 
the  entire  slate  with  the  exception  of  the  Deacons.  A.  S.  Smith 
was  succeeded  as  Senior  Deacon  by  N.  G.  Hinckley  who  in  turn 
was  succeeded  by  William  H.  Root  as  Junior  Deacon. 

St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  participated  in  the  funeral  services 
for  Past  Master  Henry  Perkins  on  February  11,  1862.  He  was  a 
member  of  Hartford  Lodge,  No.  88,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  having 
aided  in  the  formation  of  that  Lodge  two  years  earlier. 

Eight  blank  pages  in  the  minute  book  between  the  minutes 
of  March  19  and  those  of  March  26,  1862,  were  apparently  re- 
served for  a  report  of  the  exercises  on  March  2 1 .  They  remain  blank 
but  the  story  was  well  summarized  by  George  S.  Dunkelberger  in 
his  historical  work  produced  for  the  175th  anniversary  in  1937. 
The  story  properly  completes  this  chapter  and  is  therefore  quoted 
in  full: 

"The  One  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  St.  John's  Lodge  No.  4 
was  held  on  Friday,  March  21,  1862,  at  Allyn  Hall.  Before  the 
Exercise  took  place  there  was  an  elaborate  Procession.  The  Proces- 
sion was  formed  by  the  Grand  Marshal  and  his  assistants,  at  Ma- 
sonic Hall,  at  10  o'clock,  A.M.,  precisely,  at  which  time  a  Cornet 
was  sounded.  The  Procession  Marched  through  Main,  Pearl, 
Trumbull,  and  Asylum  Streets,  to  Allyn  Hall. 

"The  Order  of  Procession  was  as  follows:— 

"Bro.  Joseph  D.  Williams,  Grand  Marshal. 
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"Bro.  James  B.  Shultas,  i  st  Assistant!  Marshal. 
"Bro.  Henry  P.  .Seymour,  2nd  Assistant  Marshal. 

"Germania  Band. 

"Knights  I  cniplai  ol  Washington  and  othei  Encampments  per- 
forming Escort  duty. 

"Two  Grand  Tylers  with  drawn  swords. 

"Two  Grand  Stewards  with  white  rods. 

"Master  Masons  of  Lodges  in  this  State,  according  to  seniority, 
or  rank  of  numbers  of  their  respective  I  -odges. 

"Lodges  and  Master  Masons  from  other  States. 

"St.  John's  Lodge  No.  4. 

"GRAND  BODIES: 

"Bro.  Henry  Tolles,  3rd  Assistant  Marshal. 

"Bro.  Charles  W.  Cook,  4th  Assistant  Marshal. 

"Grand  Encampment  of  Connecticut. 

"Grand  Encampments  of  other  States. 

"Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Connecticut. 

"Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapters  of  other  States. 

"Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  Connecticut. 

"Grand  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  other  States. 

"The  Holy  Bible,  Square  and  Compasses,  borne  by  a  Past 
Master  of  a  Lodge,  supported  by  two  Stewards. 

"Chaplain  of  St.  John's  Lodge  No.  4,  and  Orator  and  Poet  of 
the  day. 

"Past  Grand  Masters  of  Connecticut. 

"Past  Grand  Masters  and  Officers  of  other  States. 

"R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master  and  Senior  and  Junior  Grand 
Wardens  of  Connecticut. 

"Book  of  Constitutions,  borne  by  a  Past  Master. 

"M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Connecticut  and  Worshipful  Master 
of  St.  John's  Lodge  No.  4. 

"Two  Stewards  with  white  rods. 

"The  music  for  the  occasion  was  under  the  direction  of  Bros. 
James  G.  Barnett  and  William  J.  Babcock  assisted  by  the  Germania 
Orchestra  of  Boston,  and  the  Beethoven  Society  of  Hartford.  The 
programmes  were  printed  in  the  style  of  the  day  by  Case,  Lock- 
wood  and  Company  of  Hartford. 

"The  Order  of  Exercises  at  Allyn  Hall  were  elaborate. 

"First  came  an  Overture  by  the  Germania  Orchestra. 

"The  Invocation  was  delivered  by  Rev.  Bro.  Asher  Moore. 

"A  Solo  and  Chorus  from  the  'Creation'  by  Haydn. 

"A  Historical  Sketch  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  by  Rev.  Bro. 
Asher  Moore. 
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"An  Ode,— written  for  the  occasion  bv  the  Rev.  Bro.  John  F. 
Mines,  the  music  for  which  was  composed  by  Bro.  James  G. 
Barnett. 

"An  Oration..— delivered  by  Rev.  Bro.  J.  M.  Willey,  of  Bridge- 
port. 

"A  Masonic  Hymn.— composed  bv  Bro.  Robert  Morris,  of  Ken- 
tuckv.  Music  bv  Bro.  William  J.  Babcock. 

"An  Original  Poem.  'A  Song  of  Light/— by  Rev.  John  F.  Mines. 

"An  Original  Hymn,— 'Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity,'— written  for 
the  occasion  bv  Mrs.  L.  H.  Sigournev. 

"Benediction  was  pronounced  bv  Rev.  Bro.  Asher  Moore. 

"Immediately  after  the  close  of  die  ceremonies  a  collation 
was  served  in  the  basement  of  die  Allyn  Hall,  of  which  the  brethren 
and  guests  were  invited  to  partake.  After  the  collation  the  Pro- 
cession was  again  formed,  and  proceeded  to  Masonic  Hall,  130 
Main  Street. 

"In  die  evening  die  Centennial  Anniversary  Ball  took  place  at 
Allyn  Hall:  die  Hall  opened  at  7:30  o'clock,  with  dancing  com- 
mencing at  9  o'clock.  Tickets  (including  supper  for  Gentleman 
and  Lady)  were  priced  at  five  dollars  (S5.00).  Extra  Supper  Tickets 
were  priced  at  One  Dollar  each,  and  were  to  be  had  at  the  Allyn 
House.  Trumbull  House,  and  store  of  J.  M.  B.  McXarv  &  Co. 

"Carriages  were  held  in  readiness  at  Allyn  Hall,  at  7  o'clock." 

Following  the  death  of  the  Rev.  John  F.  Mines  in  1891,  the 
Hartford  Times  printed  a  tribute  to  him  in  which  it  explained  his 
presence  in  Hartford  in  1862 : 

"Mr.  Mines  was  at  the  time  Chaplain  of  the  Second  Maine 
Volunteers.  He  had  been  captured  at  Bull  Run,  and  was  resting 
after  his  captivity." 

Allyn  Hall  on  Asylum  Street  served  in  various  capacities  and 
finally,  as  an  earlv  motion  picture  theater  in  the  second  decade  of 
the  present  century,  it  was  badlv  damaged  by  fire.  Its  front  wall  col- 
lapsed but  its  side  walls  retained  sufficient  strength  and  stability  to 
be  incorporated  into  die  walls  of  the  theater  that  stands  at  that  loca- 
tion as  this  history  is  written  (in  1961).  The  site  to  the  east  of  it 
which  was  covered  bv  the  Allyn  House  was  cleared  late  in  i960. 
Also,  as  this  paragraph  is  being  written  the  Federal  Government 
is  having  erected  a  new  Federal  Building  on  the  site  of  the  130 
Main  Street  Masonic  Hall,  otherwise  the  "Sisson  Block"  which 
was  "near  the  arch."  It  is  now  460  Main  Street. 

While  the  communication  of  March  26,  1862,  is  technically  a 
part  of  the  second  centurv  of  the  Lodge,  it  was  devoted  to  un- 
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finished  business  of  the  Centennial  celebration.  I  en  separate  votes 
of  thanks  were  passed  singling  oul  those  who  shared  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  program.  I  hal  meeting  <  losed  with  the  first  initiation  to 
beheld  in  the  second  century,  that  of  William  R.  Gwillim. 
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X 


THREE  MORE  "DAUGHTER"  LODGES 


T„ 


HE  only  indication  of  the  influence  of  the  Civil  War  that  ap- 
peared in  the  minutes  was  the  entry  from  time  to  time  of  one  or 
another  by-law  suspension  in  cases  "of  necessity."  By  these  votes 
the  Lodge  sometimes  conferred  the  decree  the  niffht  it  was  voted 
and  in  one  or  two  instances  two  degrees  were  conferred.  It  is  pure 
presumption,  but  reasonable,  to  believe  that  these  brothers  were 
soon  to  depart  for  war  service. 

Past  Master  Lucius  Hunt  was  elected  Grand  Secretary  May  15, 
1862,  and  served  until  May  11,  1865. 

The  last  minutes  prepared  by  Secretary  Sanford  K.  Palmer 
covered  the  July  16,  1862,  communication  and  thereafter  he  did 
not  attend.  It  may  be  presumed  that  he  was  ill  but  the  minutes  did 
not  make  this  clear.  George  F.  Wright  served  as  Secretary  Pro 
Tempore  and  recorded  the  approved  version  of  Secretary  Palmer's 
July  16  minutes  on  September  10.  Henry  K.  Peck  in  turn  recorded 
George  F.  Wright's  September  24  minutes  after  they  were  ap- 
proved by  the  Lodge.  Thereafter  Henry  K.  Peck  recorded  all  com- 
munications signing  himself  Secretary,  but  without  the  "pro 
tempore." 

Sometime  between  November  12  and  19  Sanford  K.  Palmer 
died  and  in  memorandum  following  the  minutes  of  the  latter  date, 
Henry  K.  Peck  wrote: 

"It  having  pleased  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe  to  re- 
move from  our  midst  our  Brother  &  Secretary,  Sanford  K.  Palmer, 
his  body  was  taken,  on  Wednesday  Nov.  19th  A.  L.  5862  A.D.  1862, 
by  Brothers  Chas.  R.  Fisher  Amos  Pillsbury,  N.  G.  Hinckley,  Wm. 
Woodward  Saml  Butters,  E.  L.  Savage,  Wm.  Toohy,  S.  P.  Abell  and 
H.  K.  Peck  to  his  native  place,  Scotland,  Windham  Co.  Conn,  and 
there  buried  with  Masonic  Honors  agreeable  to  Masonic  usage." 
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On  November  2fi  a  future  Grand  I  reasurer,  Georg<  I  was 
raised  as  a  member  of  St.  [ohn's  Lodge,  No.  \. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  January  7.  1863,  and  Ge< 
W.  Lester  was  advanced  to  Master.  Amos  I'illsbury  and  Nelson  I). 
Hinckley  were  advanced  to  Senior  and  funior  Warden,  respec- 
tively. Henry  K.  Peck  was  elected  to  the  Secretaryship  which  he- 
had  been  filling  since  the  preceding  September.  Joseph  K. 
Wheeler  and  F.  A.  Cole  were  named  Senior  and  Junior  Deacon,  re- 
spectively. 

January  14,  1863,  shines  with  this  minute: 

"Brother  }.  Watson  Beach  presented  to  this  Lodge  the  jewels 
of  Zion  Lodge  No.  82  of  Trenton,  Jones  Co.  X.  C.  for  safe  keeping 
&  to  be  returned  to  the  said  Lodge  when  the  opportunity  should 
offer.  These  Jewels  were  taken  from  the  Lodge  at  Trenton  X.  C. 
when  that  town  was  taken  by  the  U.S.  Army.  They  were  pur- 
chased from  the  soldiers  by  Bro.  Lieut.  John  C.  Coffing  of  the  10th 
Regt.  C.  V.  with  the  intention  of  returning  them  to  that  Lodsre 
Avhen  the  opportunity  should  offer.  After  Bro.  Comng's  death  Bro. 
J.  W.  Beach  found  them  among  his  effects  and  has  this  day  de- 
posited them  with  this  Lodge  to  be  returned  by  it  to  Zion  Lodge  at 
the  close  of  the  Avar.  One  other  Jewel  is  in  the  hands  of  H.  S. 
Hawley  of  Derby,  Conn." 

The  remainder  of  1863  was  routine  but  active  with  the  Secre- 
tary reporting  a  total  of  thirty  brothers  "initiated,  passed  and 
raised"  in  the  first  such  report  to  be  entered  in  the  minute  book. 
During  the  year  the  new  Grand  Lodge  ritual  was  demonstrated  by 
the  Grand  Lecturer,  C.  M.  Hatch  of  Bridgeport,  but  no  action 
concerning  it  was  recorded. 

Amos  Pillsbury  was  elected  and  installed  as  Master  on  January 
6,  1864,  with  his  three  immediate  subordinate  officers  the  men  who 
were  to  succeed  him  in  order  in  the  East.  They  were  the  Wardens, 
Nelson  G.  Hinckley  and  Joseph  K.  Wheeler,  and  the  Senior 
Deacon,  F.  A.  Cole.  George  Lee,  the  future  Grand  Treasurer,  was 
elected  Junior  Deacon. 

Acting  for  Brother  John  H.  Most,  Rev.  Brother  John  W.  Leek 
presented  to  the  Lodge  a  gavel  made  from  the  wood  of  the  Charter 
Oak.  This  now  reposes  in  the  safe  deposit  box  which  contains 
minute  books  and  other  archives  of  the  Lodge. 

Cases  "of  necessity"  appeared  with  regularity  in  this  last  full 
year  of  the  war,  in  one  instance  as  a  special  communication  on  a 
Saturday  night. 

May  17,  1864,  the  Lodge  paid  sad  farewell  at  the  Masonic 
funeral  services  for  Horace  Goodwin,  2nd.  who  had  served  it  and 
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the  Grand  Lodge  so  well,  from  the  days  before  the  Morgan  up- 
heaval to  four  years  before  his  death. 

On  January  4,  1865,  Nelson  G.  Hinckley  succeeded  Amos  Pills- 
bury  as  Master  and  the  other  "line"  officers  advanced.  Joseph 
Tatro  moved  into  the  vacancy  for  Junior  Deacon.  Henry  K.  Peck 
completed  two  years  as  Secretary  and  was  succeeded  by  R.  D. 
Hawley.  Secretary  Peck's  report  mentioned  not  only  the  death  of 
Horace  Goodwin,  2nd,  but  the  loss  of  Mason  Gross  who  had  served 
as  Treasurer  from  August  15,  1849,  to  January  7,  1857,  and  of 
Andrew  D.  Euson,  Secretary  in  1856. 

The  first  direct  mention  of  the  military  in  the  Civil  War  period 
was  made  in  the  minutes  of  January  25,  1865,  when  the  war  was  al- 
most at  an  end.  It  deals  with  a  "soldier  in  the  Army  Stationed  at 
Washington  City,  D.C."  No  mention  was  made  in  any  of  the 
minutes  of  April,  1865,  of  the  great  events  without  the  Lodge  but 
within  its  walls  the  weekly  communications  were  all  busy  ones. 

Amos  Pillsbury  was  elected  to  a  single  term  as  Grand  Junior 
Warden  on  May  1 1,  1865. 

On  June  14  of  the  same  year  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  approved 
the  petition  of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  70,  of  Windsor  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  for  restoration  of  its  charter. 

St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  took  action  to  meet  its  obligations  to 
Zion  Lodge,  No.  81,  of  North  Carolina  on  October  18,  1865,  when 
it  voted  "that  said  Jewells  be  properly  enclosed  and  returned" 
adding  that  this  was  to  be  "free  of  all  expense  to  Zion  Lodge"  and 
that  North  Carolina  Lodge  be  given  "all  particulars  relating  to 
them." 

The  Lodge  pursued  the  Zion  Lodge  matter  further  on  Novem- 
ber 8,  1865,  when  it  appointed  a  committee  "to  obtain  funds  by 
subscription  to  procure  collars"  for  the  Jewels  of  Zion  Lodge.  Final 
action  was  recorded  December  13,  1865,  in  the  following  language: 
"Brother  Alfred  A.  Dickinson  to  whom  was  Entrusted  the  safe  re- 
turn of  the  jewels  belonging  to  Zion  Lodge,  No.  81,  Trenton,  N.C. 
having  performed  his  mission  and  returned  Submitted  a  report  of 
the  same  which  was  accepted  and  ordered  placed  on  file." 

Joseph  K.  Wheeler  was  elected  and  installed  as  Master  on 
January  3,  1866,  the  other  officers  "moved  up"  and  Joseph  Hall 
became  Junior  Deacon.  Titus  B.  Latimer  succeeded  R.  D.  Hawley 
as  Secretary  while  Henry  A.  Goodwin  continued  as  Treasurer. 

The  year  1865  has  some  special  distinctions  of  its  own  which 
the  retiring  Secretary,  R.  D.  Hawley  reported  "as  a  lodge  we  have 
not  been  called  upon  to  attend  a  funeral"  and  "fifty-one  regular 
and  nine  Special  Communications  have  been  held."  Despite  con- 
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sidcrable  activity  during  the  year  the  retiring  Se<  retary  remarked 
"the  prospects  for  securing  a  New  Hall  suitable  to  the  wants  ol  the 
fraternity  in  this  City  are  not  much  if  any  ncaicr  being  realized, 
than  at  our  last  communication  not  w  ithstanding  the  able  efforts  of 
the  committee." 

The  fourth  communication  of  the  year  1866  voted  "to  grant 
the  recommendation  asked  for  to  accompany  the  petition  to  the 
Grand  Lodge"  which  was  being  submitted  on  behalf  ol  bicthren 
seeking  a  new  lodge  in  Bloomneld.  The  matter  had  been  presented 
the  previous  week  (January  17,  1866)  by  brother  Hiram  B.  Case. 
Of  special  interest  to  the  Lodge  historian  and  all  others  interested 
in  the  past  was  the  vote  that  followed  the  Bloomneld  approval: 

"Voted  that  the  secretary  be  authorized  to  collect  the  records  of 
St.  John's  Lodge  No.  4  and  provide  suitable  boxes  for  safe-keep- 
ing." 

(The  Secretary  and  his  successors  performed  that  duty  with  a 
diligence  rarely  encountered  in  private  organizational  activities.  W. 
CM.) 

At  the  final  meeting  of  the  month  (January  31,  1866)  "Bro.  D. 
Gill,  Wm.  Storer  presented  a  petition  addressed  to  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter of  the  State  asking  that  a  dispensation  for  a  Lodge  of  F.  &  A. 
M.  to  be  located  in  West  Hartford,  and  asking  this  Lodge  for  a 
recommendation  to  accompany  it,  which  was  granted." 

St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  had  given  its  approval  in  one  month 
to  petitions  which  led  to  the  birth  of  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  98,  of 
Bloomneld  and  Wyllys  Lodge,  No.  99,  of  West  Hartford  which 
were  chartered  May  15,  1866,  and  May  17,  1866,  respectively.  The 
Hartford  area  had  come  a  long  way  from  the  twelve  men  who 
received  the  first  "deputation"  slightly  more  than  104  years 
earlier. 

The  communication  of  February  28  recognized  the  needs  of 
the  organizing  lodge  in  West  Hartford  when  "by  motion  of  Bro. 
Giddings  of  W.  Hartford  Lyman  Hotchkiss  &  Joel  E.  Rood  of  West 
Hartford  having  been  elected  in  this  Lodge  were  by  vote  released 
to  the  Lodge  in  West  Hartford." 

The  appreciation  of  Zion  Lodge,  No.  81,  of  Trenton,  N.C.,  was 
received  and  recorded  in  the  following  language: 

"Whereas  this  Lodge  has  lately  received  from  St.  John's  Lodge, 
No.  4,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  the  Jewells  of  this  Lodge  which  were 
taken  by  Federal  Troops  on  their  occupation  of  this  place  and 
being  found  among  the  soldiers  were  gathered  by  Bro.  Lieut.  John 
C.  Coffin  of  the  10th  Conn.  Rgt.,  who  was  afterwards  wounded  at 
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the  battle  of  Kingston  and  died,  said  Jewells,  with  said  explanation 
and  wish  that  they  be  restored  being  found  among  his  effects  were 
deposited  in  said  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  for  safekeeping  till  they 
could  be  restored  and  heretofore  this  Lodge  receiving  information 
from  said  St.  John's  Lodge  of  the  same  they  were  forwarded  agree- 
able to  our  request  in  reply  to  said  information 

"And  whereas  the  said  Jewells  were  supplied  with  handsome 
Collars  by  said  St.  John's  Lodge,  all  without  any  charge  and  the 
same  being  received  with  the  assurance  of  the  kindest  fraternal 
regards  for  this  Lodge  be  it  therefore 

"Resolved,  That  this  Lodge  receives  all  in  the  same  spirit  and 
present  their  most  sincere  thanks  to  said  St.  John's  Lodge  for  said 
manifestation  of  regard  for  this  Lodge,  together  with  assurance  of 
fraternal  regards. 

"(Signed)  E.  M.  F.  Rhodes,  W.  M. 

"F.  Merritt  S.W. 

"J.  H.Jones  J.  W. 

"B.  Brock  Secy. 

"C.  Koonce  S.D. 

"W.  C.  Pitman  J.  D. 

"J.  Westbrook  Tyler" 

The  Lodge  conducted  funeral  services  at  "the  old  cemetery"  on 
May  11,  1865,  for  Past  Master  and  Past  Grand  Master  Theodore 
Spencer,  Jr. 

It  was  announced  at  the  communication  of  August  1,  1866, 
that  the  long  search  for  a  new  meeting  place  had  been  successful 
and  "St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  had  leased  a  hall  in  the  Roberts 
Building  for  the  period  of  ten  years,  price  $1,000."  It  was  voted  at 
the  same  session  to  name  a  committee  charged  with  investigating 
"the  expense  of  an  organ."  The  committee  reported  on  August  22 
that  a  suitable  organ  would  cost  $1,150  and  received  authority  to 
contract  for  an  organ  at  a  cost  "not  to  exceed  $1,200."  Even  as  now, 
another  committee  was  authorized  to  solicit  gifts  to  help  defray  the 
cost. 

The  Secretary's  report  for  1866  listed  no  less  than  51  regular 
and  20  special  communications  during  which  52  brothers  were 
raised  and  13  "admitted"  (in  modern  terms,  affiliated).  With  deaths 
and  demits,  the  Lodge  had  a  net  membership  of  496  members  at 
the  close  of  the  year. 

Joseph  K.  Wheeler  was  reelected  Master  January  2,  1867,  and 
his  two  Wardens,  F.  A.  Cole  and  George  Lee,  were  also  retained  as 
was  Treasurer  Henry  A.  Goodwin.  Zeno  P.  King  succeeded  Titus 
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B.  Latimer  as  Secretary.  William  H.  Hunt  and  William  Knox  be- 
came the  two  new  Deacons. 

L.  A.  Dickinson  was  elected  Jiinioi  Warden  on  [anuarj 
1867,  to  succeed  George  Lee  who  had  resigned.  At  the  same  meet- 
ing the  committee  reported  on  plans  lor  the  removal  from  the  old 
Lodge  Hall  in  the  "Sisson  Block"  to  the  new  one  in  "Roberts 
Block"  and  for  the  dedication  of  the  latter.  The  plans  sel  Feb]  uai  y 
22,  1867,  as  the  date  and  called  for  an  elaboi ate  pro<  essioi  1  from  the 
old  site  to  the  new  one.  The  Roberts  Building  housed  the  (nuance 
to  the  Roberts  Opera  House,  later  the  Hartford  Opera  House  and 
then  Hartford  Theater,  just  south  of  Christ  Church.  Grand  ol- 
ficers  and  other  Lodges  were  invited  to  participate.  A  banquet  was 
approved  to  conclude  the  program. 

The  plan  was  approved  and  no  further  record  appears  until 
March  27,  1867,  when  the  Secretary  reported  on  the  event.  At- 
tendance was  so  great  the  hall  could  not  accommodate  all.  Some  re- 
lief was  secured  by  having  the  visiting  Knights  Templar  go  directly 
to  a  banquet  provided  for  them  by  Washington  Commandery,  No. 
1.  Actual  dedication  was  carried  out  by  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Eli  S. 
Quintard  and  his  suite. 

The  session  of  March  27,  1867,  unanimously  approved  a  re- 
quest from  members  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  and  Hartford 
Lodge,  No.  88,  for  permission  to  petition  the  Grand  Lodge  to 
charter  a  third  Lodge  in  Hartford.  This  culminated  in  a  charter 
for  Lafayette  Lodge,  No.  100,  on  May  23,  1867. 

The  same  May  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  which  approved 
the  new  Lodge  for  Hartford  elected  Joseph  K.  Wheeler  as  Grand 
Secretary  to  succeed  John  W.  Paul  of  Harmony  Lodge,  Water- 
bury.  Wheeler  served  a  total  of  more  than  twenty-seven  years. 
and  died  in  office  September  10,  1894. 

The  expansion  of  Masonry  in  Hartford  was  placing  St.  John's 
Lodge,  No.  4,  in  the  landlord  class.  It  already  had  as  tenants, 
and  partners  on  equipment  in  some  cases,  Pythagoras  Chapter, 
Wolcott  Council  and  Hartford  Lodge,  No.  88.  Lafayette  Lodge, 
No.  100,  joined  the  group  by  agreement  reached  September  4. 
1867,  covering  occupancy  from  July  1  of  the  same  year. 

F.  A.  Cole  advanced  from  Senior  Warden  to  Master  on  January 
1,  1868.  L.  A.  Dickinson  and  William  H.  Hunt  were  elected  Ward- 
ens and  Robert  H.  Kellogg  was  elected  Secretary  to  succeed  Zeno 
P.  King.  Conforming  to  a  by-law  change  during  the  year  the 
Deacons  were  appointed  with  William  Knox  becoming  Senior 
and  Seth  E.  Marsh,  the  Junior. 

The  first  notation  covering  purchase  of  aprons  for  the  use  of 
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Lodge  Officers  was  made  in  the  minutes  for  March  18,  1868,  when 
it  was  voted  to  procure  new  jewels  and  "the  Committee  was  also 
instructed  to  purchase  Aprons  for  the  Officers." 

A  resolution  proposed  April  1,  1868,  and  adopted  April  8 
provided  "That  the  use  of  the  Masonic  Hall  and  anti-rooms  con- 
nected therewith,  belonging  to  the  fraternity  of  Hartford,  is 
hereby  prohibited  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  the  degrees  of 
Adoptive  Masonry  or  any  species  of  the  so-called  female  degrees." 

Thomas  H.  Seymour,  former  Governor  of  Connecticut  who 
had  dropped  from  the  line  at  the  end  of  his  term  as  Junior  Warden 
while  he  was  still  Governor,  died  early  in  September,  1868.  He  was 
buried  with  full  Masonic  honors  by  150  of  his  Lodge  brethren  in- 
cluding William  Storer  of  Wyllys,  No.  99,  then  Grand  Master  of 
Masons  in  Connecticut. 
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XI 
THE  START  OF  A  TEMPLE 


A 


REAL  step  was  taken  toward  the  erection  of  a  Masonic 
Temple  owned  and  operated  by  the  fraternity  at  the  final  com- 
munication of  1868  on  December  30.  The  by-laws  were  amended 
to  establish  "the  Building  Fund  of  the  Lodge"  which  was  to  be  used 
"for  the  purchase  of  such  Real  Estate  and  the  erection  thereon  of  a 
suitable  building  for  the  use  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity."  Three 
Trustees  were  authorized  to  be  elected  at  the  annual  meeting  with 
staggered  terms  to  provide  election  of  one  each  year  thereafter. 

The  new  by-laws  provided  that  every  three  months  the  Treas- 
urer turn  over  to  the  Trustees  all  funds  "over  and  above  the  sum 
of  One  Hundred  Dollars  in  addition  to  the  bills  then  due."  An- 
nual report  to  the  Lodge  by  the  Trustees  was  also  provided. 

The  Secretary's  report  for  the  year  1868  was  submitted  by 
James  Banks  who  had  filled  the  post  on  a  pro  tempore  basis  since 
the  resignation  of  Robert  H.  Kellogg  earlier  in  the  year.  Brother 
Banks  reported  among  others  the  death  of  Past  Master  James  B. 
Crosby  who  had  served  through  1853  and  1854  and  Past  Master 
and  Past  Grand  Master  Elizur  Goodrich,  who  filled  the  latter  post 
in  1825. 

Junior  Warden  Leonard  A.  Dickinson  was  advanced  to  the 
East  on  January  6,  1869,  with  Brothers  W.  H.  Hunt  and  "William 
Knox  as  Wardens,  Henry  A.  Goodwin  continued  as  Treasurer, 
starting  his  twelfth  year,  and  James  H.  Brewster  began  a  two-year 
term  as  Secretary.  The  new  Trustees  of  the  Building  Fund  were 
Seth  E.  Marsh  for  three  years,  Past  Master  Joseph  K.  Wheeler  for 
two  years  and  the  current  Master,  Leonard  A.  Dickinson  for  one 
year. 

Allyn  Goodwin  who  had  been  Master  in  1847  was  buried  with 
Masonic  honors  on  January  10,  1869,  with  Past  Masters  Goodell, 
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Ashmead,  Hebard,  Seymour  and  Hunt  and  Brother  John  Hatfield 
as  bearers. 

Another  modern  practice  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  made  its 
first  appearance  in  the  minutes  of  January  20,  1869,  in  the  follow- 
ing language: 

"Bro.  S.  Warden  Hunt  appointed  Bro.  Wilbur  H.  Townsend 
J.  D.  for  the  ensuing  year." 

It  will  be  recalled  that  when  Deacons  were  first  mentioned  they 
were  elected  and  later,  with  the  by-laws  changes  of  1867,  the  1868 
Master,  F.  A.  Cole  had  named  all  of  the  appointive  officers. 

The  records  of  the  Grand  Lodge  show  Brother  George  Lee 
to  have  been  elected  Grand  Treasurer  on  May  13,  1869,  and  credit 
his  membership  to  Lafayette  Lodge,  No.  100.  St.  John's  No.  4 
minutes  do  not  reveal  a  demit  or  other  change.  Lee  had  been 
Junior  Warden  of  St.  John's  in  1867  and  without  recorded  ex- 
planation his  successor,  L.  A.  Dickinson,  was  elected  and  installed 
January  30,  1867.  March  27,  1867,  was  the  date  when  St.  John's 
Lodge  approved  the  petition  that  led  to  the  charter  for  Lafayette 
Lodge,  No.  100,  on  May  23,  1867.  Lee  apparently  vacated  the 
Senior  Warden's  station  to  become  a  petitioner  for  the  new  Lodge. 

Marshall  Jewell,  the  second  of  that  noted  Hartford  family  to 
become  a  member  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  was  initiated  October 
27,  1869,  and  raised  November  17,  1869.  He  was  Governor  of  Con- 
necticut at  the  time. 

The  Junior  Warden,  William  Knox,  was  elected  Master  at  the 
annual  communication  on  January  5,  1870.  The  Wardens  were 
Seth  E.  Marsh  and  Wilbur  H.  Townsend  and  the  Deacons  Oliver 
Woodhouse  and  George  H.  Newton.  The  first  annual  report  of 
the  Trustees  of  the  Building  Fund  showed  $1,809.50  on  hand 
toward  the  cost  of  the  Temple  which  was  still  more  than  a  score  of 
years  from  realization.  The  Trustees  also  reported  that  "large  de- 
mands" for  "charity"  had  kept  the  fund  from  growing  during  the 
second  half  of  1869.  Past  Master  Dickinson  was  reelected  a  Trustee. 

The  first  two  years  of  his  service  as  Master  was  begun  by  Seth 
E.  Marsh  with  his  election  at  the  annual  communication  on  Janu- 
ary 4,  1871.  Wilbur  H.  Townsend  and  Oliver  Woodhouse  were 
elected  Wardens.  George  H.  Newton  became  Senior  Deacon  and 
C.  A.  Powers,  Junior  Deacon.  Horace  R.  Morley  succeeded  James 
H.  Brewster  as  Secretary,  also  starting  a  two-year  tenure.  Grand 
Secretary  and  Past  Master  Joseph  K.  Wheeler  was  renamed  a 
Trustee  for  three  years. 

The  Secretary's  report  for  the  year  1870  listed  the  death  of 
James  M.  Goodwin  who  had  been  Master  of  the  Lodge  and  Grand 
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Master  of  Connecticut,  the  latter  position  from  1829  to  1831. 

Junior  Deacon  Charles  A.  Powers,  died  in  office  July  24,  1871, 
and  his  station  was  filled  on  a  pro  tempore  basis  loi  the  remaindei 
of  the  year.  Two  days  later,  July  26,  1871,  Charles  Hosmer,  a  mem- 
ber since  November  8,  1 809,  also  died. 

The  insurance  industry  of  Hartford  has  been  praised  E01  its 
prompt  action  after  the  great  Chicago  Fire  of  October  8-1 1,  187  1 . 
The  Lodge  mirrored  the  concern  for  the  tragedy  in  the  mid- 
western  city  by  voting  on  October  1 1  to  send  S100  from  the  Lodge 
treasury  and  "acting  in  conjunction  with  the  other  Lodges  in  this 
City"  decided  to  raise  additional  funds  for  "Chicago  Masons  and 
their  families."  The  collection  thus  made  was  reported  on  October 
18,  as  amounting  to  $784  which  with  the  appropriation  of  St. 
John's  Lodge  and  the  other  two  Lodges  (Hartford  and  Lafayette) 
reached  a  grand  total  of  11,084.  Trouble  or  no,  the  Chicago  breth- 
ren were  prompt  with  their  thanks.  Grand  Master  Dewitt  C. 
Cregier  of  Illinois  sent  appropriate  letters  of  thanks  under  date  of 
October  27,  1871. 

Henry  A.  Goodwin  who  had  served  the  Lodge  as  Treasurer 
from  January  6,  1858,  died  in  office  November  3,  1871.  Past  Master 
Henry  P.  Seymour  died  December  7  and  was  buried  with  Masonic 
ceremonies  December  9,  1871. 

Nelson  G.  Hinckley  who  had  been  Master  in  1866  was  elected 
by  the  January  3,  1872,  annual  communication  to  succeed  the  late 
Treasurer,  Henry  A.  Goodwin,  thus  beginning  a  fifteen-year 
tenure.  Seth  E.  Marsh  was  continued  in  office  as  Master  with  all  of 
the  subordinate  officers  the  same  as  before  with  the  exception  of 
Junior  Deacon.  Oliver  D.  Seymour  was  named  to  replace  the  late 
Charles  A.  Powers  but  declined.  At  the  January  10  communica- 
tion William  B.  Flagg  was  appointed  and  installed  Junior  Deacon. 
The  remainder  of  1872  was  uneventful. 

Wilbur  H.  Townsend  was  advanced  to  the  East  with  Oliver 
Woodhouse  and  George  Newton  as  his  Wardens  at  the  annual 
communication  on  January  1,  1873.  John  S.  Crooks  succeeded  Sec- 
retary Morley,  William  B.  Flagg  advanced  to  Senior  Deacon  and 
William  E.  Cone  succeeded  him  as  Junior  Deacon.  The  Trustees 
reported  they  had  in  charge  a  total  of  $2,938.95.  The  year  was  an 
active  one  for  degree  work  but  little  of  special  importance  was 
recorded. 

Senior  Warden  Oliver  Woodhouse  was  elected  Master  on  Janu- 
ary 7,  1874.  William  B.  Flagg  and  William  E.  Cone  were  named 
Wardens  and  George  W.  Hadlock  succeeded  John  S.  Crooks  as 
Secretary.  Two  new  Deacons  were  named,  James  H.  Brewster  and 
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John  S.  Crooks,  both  of  whom  had  been  Lodge  Secretaries.  Lodge 
operations  for  the  year  were  extensive  but  not  exceptional.  The 
Lodge  was  invited  to  and  participated  in  the  unveiling  of  the 
statue  of  Israel  Putnam.  The  slate  of  officers  was  reelected  on 
December  30,  1874,  with  the  exception  of  Secretary  George  W. 
Hadlock  who  was  succeeded  by  Charles  A.  Wheeler.  This  was  the 
first  December  annual  meeting  since  1851  but  it  began  a  pattern 
which  has  prevailed  since.  Past  Master  George  Lee  of  Lafayette 
Lodge,  No.  100,  who  had  served  in  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  to  the 
station  of  Senior  Warden  was  accorded  the  privilege  of  acting  as 
installing  Marshal. 

Masonic  Veteran  Association  members  were  the  guests  of  St. 
John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  at  a  special  communication  on  June  24,  1875. 
Lafayette  Lodge,  No.  100,  assisted  in  the  program  and  the  Grand 
Master,  William  Wallace  Lee,  presided  during  the  Veteran  Asso- 
ciation addresses. 

September  28,  1875,  was  the  date  of  "an  assembly  held  at  Ma- 
sonic Hall"  which  was  recorded  in  the  minute  book.  The  germane 
part  reads  as  follows: 

"At  2  o'clock  P.  M.,  65  members  of  St.  John's  Lodge  No.  4, 
F  &  A.  M.,— the  members  of  Washington  Lodge  of  Windsor,  Hart- 
ford #88,  Lafayette  #100,  and  other  lodges  in  the  vicinity  assembled 
in  Masonic  Hall,  and  formed  a  procession,  as  escort  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  to  lay  the  Corner  Stone  of  Synagogue  Congregation  Beth 
Israel  on  Charter  Oak  St.  The  Fraternity  were  (joined)  by  the 
Congregation  of  the  Synagogue  and  proceeded  to  the  building, 
where  the  corner  stone  was  laid  by  M.  W.  Grand  Master  W.  W.  Lee 
with  the  usual  ceremonies.  The  procession  reformed  and  returned 
to  Masonic  Hall,  where  the  Brethren  were  dismissed  at  5  o'clock 
P.  M.  without  formality." 

Formal  resolutions  of  thanks  were  sent  to  the  Lodges  by  the 
Congregation  Beth  Israel  on  the  same  date  and  recorded  by  St. 
John's  Lodge  on  October  6,  1875. 

William  B.  Flagg  was  named  Master  and  William  E.  Cone  was 
advanced  to  Senior  Warden  by  the  annual  meeting  of  December 
29,  1875.  Secretary  Charles  A.  Wheeler  was  elected  Junior  Warden 
and  was  succeeded  as  Secretary  by  George  H.  Carey  who  was  des- 
tined for  two  terms.  The  Trustees  in  their  annual  report  listed 
holdings  of  $3,492.42,  the  increase  representing  interest. 

At  the  communication  of  June  7,  1876,  Past  Master  Nelson  G. 
Hinckley  of  St.  John's  Lodge  and  Past  Master  George  Lee  of  La- 
fayette Lodge  reported  for  a  joint  committee  of  the  Lodges  on  a 
proposed  new  Hall  for  meetings.   The  soon-to-be-built  Cheney 
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Building  (1961  Brown  Thomson  Building)  was  approved  as  the 
location  for  the  new  meeting  place.  The  Lodges  and  othei  bodies 
apportioned  their  responsibilities  into  shares.  Ol  the  total  of  217. 
St.  John's  Lodge  was  allocated  52  thus  providing  its  share  of  all 

costs  as  52/247. 

With  the  approval  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  a  by-law  adopted  ear- 
lier in  the  year  was  made  effective  and  Worshipful  Master  William 
B.  Flagg  announced  that  Lodge  would  close  during  the  summer 
months. 

The  by-laws  were  amended  September  20,  1876,  to  provide  for 
a  "trustee  or  agent"  to  act  with  like  officials  from  the  other  Lodges 
in  the  management  of  the  new  hall.  The  solid  groundwork  of  the 
Masonic  Hall  Association  of  later  years  was  laid.  Past  Master  and 
Grand  Secretary  Joseph  K.  Wheeler  was  elected  the  first  Trustee 
under  this  by-law. 

The  year  1876  brought  solutions  for  many  problems  that  had 
confronted  the  Lodge  for  several  years.  Following  closely  the  action 
that  led  to  a  new  meeting  hall  the  Lodge  considered  its  financial 
problems.  For  practical  purposes  the  sole  income  of  the  Lodge  had 
been  fees  and  these  were  not  sufficient  to  operate  and  at  the  same 
time  increase  the  "Building  Fund." 

The  matter  came  to  a  head  with  votes  on  October  18,  1876,  on 
the  proposals  of  a  special  by-law  committee  named  earlier  in  the 
year.  Dues  were  set  at  $2  a  year,  payable  in  advance  January  1  of 
each  year.  Fifteen  years  of  dues  payment  constituted  one  a  "life 
member"  with  no  further  payments  for  the  Lodge.  Members  in 
arrears  nine  months  were  subject  to  being  "struck  from  the  rolls," 
if  they  failed  to  heed  notice  of  arrearage.  Payment  of  indebtedness 
and  a  majority  vote  of  the  Lodge  restored  such  members  to  an 
affiliated  status.  The  first  three  officers  were  made  a  committee  to 
excuse  members  "in  case  of  pecuniary  inability." 

The  first  formal  notice  to  the  Lodge  on  the  subject  of  the  pro- 
posed Masonic  Home  was  received  from  Grand  Master  Edward  B. 
Rowe  at  the  communication  of  December  6,  1876.  The  Grand 
Master  solicited  contributions  "in  aid  of  said  Home  &:c."  Three 
Past  Masters,  Seth  E.  Marsh,  Nelson  G.  Hinckley  and  William 
Knox  were  named  to  consider  and  recommend  the  Lodge's  course. 

William  E.  Cone  was  named  Master  and  Charles  A.  Wheeler 
and  Frank  H.  Sage  were  elected  Wardens  at  the  communication  of 
December  27,  1876.  Nelson  G.  Hinckley  and  George  H.  Carey  con- 
tinued as  Treasurer  and  Secretary  respectively. 

The  last  meeting  at  the  old  hall  in  the  Roberts  Block  just  south 
of  Christ  Church  Cathedral  was  held  on  August  29,  1877,  and  the 
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following  week  on  September  5  the  Lodge  met  in  its  new  quarters 
in  the  Cheney  Block  directly  opposite. 

junior  stations  in  the  line  were  more  often  filled  "pro  tempore" 
than  occupied  by  the  regular  officers  during  the  last  half  of  1877. 
Without  comment  but.  apparently  as  a  result,  Seth  E.  Marsh  was 
returned  to  serve  another  year  as  Master  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
December  26.  1877.  John  W.  Phelps  and  Henry  H.  Dayton  were 
named  Wardens  and  E.  Henry  Hvde.  Jr..  was  appointed  Senior 
Deacon.  These  three  were  destined  to  follow  Marsh  to  the  Master's 
chair  in  that  order.  Nelson  G.  Hinckley  continued  as  Treasurer 
while  Past  Master  Joseph  K.  Wheeler,  then  Grand  Secretary,  ac- 
cepted election  as  Lodge  Secretary  a  position  he  was  to  occupy  until 
December  30.  1885.  He  was  also  continued  as  Trustee  of  the  Ma- 
sonic Hall  Association. 

Aside  from  business  the  early  communications  of  1878  were 
devoted  to  rehearsals  of  the  work  for  the  benefit  of  the  large  num- 
ber of  new  officers.  When  they  did  start  work  they  raised  William 
F.  Henney,  later  Master  and  Mayor  of  Hartford,  on  March  27,  1878 
and  Morgan  G.  Bulkeley,  later  Mayor,  Governor  and  LT.S.  Senator, 
on  May  8,  1878. 

Seth  E.  Marsh,  the  first  Master  to  die  in  office  was  buried  with 
Masonic  honors  on  September  28,  1878,  with  150  brothers  present 
and  Past  Master  and  Past  Grand  Master  David  Clark  presiding. 
Senior  Warden  John  W.  Phelps  served  the  balance  of  the  term  "pro 
tempore." 

The  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  on  December  25,  1878,  lists 
in  addition  to  Seth  E.  Marsh  the  death  during  the  year  of  Gideon 
Welles.  That  Christmas  communication  named  John  W.  Phelps 
Master  in  his  own  right  and  advanced  Henry  H.  Dayton  and  E. 
Henrv  Hvde,  Jr.,  to  the  Wardens'  stations.  Edgar  F.  Burnham  and 
Rial  S.  Peck  were  appointed  Deacons. 

Henrv  H.  Davton  advanced  to  Master  on  December  31,  1879, 
while  E.  Henrv  Hyde,  Jr.,  and  Edgar  F.  Burnham  were  named 
Wardens.  Rial  S.  Peck  and  Cardella  E.  Brown  were  appointed  Dea- 
cons. 

The  death  of  Past  Master  James  H.  Ashmead  was  listed  in  the 
Secretary's  report  for  1880  at  the  annual  meeting  on  December 
29th  of  that  year.  E.  Henry  Hyde,  Jr.,  was  named  Master.  The  two 
Deacons,  Rial  S.  Peck  and  Cardella  E.  Brown  were  elected  Ward- 
ens and  William  F.  Henney  and  John  H.  Thacher  were  appointed 
Deacons.  Secretary  Wheeler  reported  that  the  fifteen-year  dues  ex- 
emption provision  in  the  by-laws  was  cutting  down  Lodge  income. 

Rial  S.  Peck  succeeded  E.  Henry  Hyde,  Jr.,  as  Master  on  De- 
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cember  28,  188 1 .  Cardella  E.  Brown  and  William  F.  Henney  were 
the  Wardens  and  William  R.  Morgan  and  George  II.  lolls,  a  new 
member  in  November,  were  appointed  Deacons. 

On  October  25,  1882,  after  several  forms  of  solicitation  had 
been  tried  in  preceding  months  to  aid  the  Masonic  Charity  Foun- 
dation Fund,  the  Master  appointed  the  first  five  officers  a  com- 
mittee to  solicit  subscriptions. 

The  ninth  volume  of  regular  minutes  opens  with  the  annual 
meeting  of  December  27,  1883.  Two  other  volumes  covering  inter- 
vening dates  were  actually  work  books  but  have  been  retained  in 
the  archives.  The  annual  meeting  advanced  Cardella  E.  Brown  to 
serve  as  Master  for  1884.  William  F.  Henney  and  George  H.  Folts 
were  elected  Wardens  and  Richard  L.  Finney  and  Asahel  A.  Hunt 
were  appointed  Deacons. 

The  Lodge  voted  on  November  14,  1883,  to  share  in  a  joint 
Masonic  Board  of  Relief  to  care  for  transient  brethren,  not  mem- 
bers of  the  participating  Hartford  Lodges. 

The  Secretary's  report  for  the  year  1883,  listed  the  death  of 
Marshall  Jewell. 

The  annual  meeting  of  December  26,  1883,  elected  William  F. 
Henney,  Master,  George  H.  Folts  and  Richard  L.  Finney  as  Ward- 
ens. Asahel  A.  Hunt  and  Joseph  L.  Barbour  were  appointed  Dea- 
cons. 

The  official  visit  of  the  Grand  Lodge  on  January  16,  1884,  was 
the  occasion  of  a  degree  exemplification  by  a  team  designated  from 
among  the  visitors  by  the  Grand  Master,  Fred  H.  Waldron.  The 
acting  Master  on  the  team  was  Past  Grand  Master  Edward  B.  Rowe 
who  during  his  own  tenure,  in  1877,  had  shown  the  Lodge  how  to 
exemplify  a  degree.  No  mention  was  made  in  the  minutes  of  the 
type  of  work  used. 

David  Clark,  Past  Master  and  Past  Grand  Master,  a  member 
from  November  3,  1841,  demonstrated  the  quality  of  the  local  work 
by  delivering  the  history  of  the  Master  Mason  Degree  on  March 
12,  1884  when  he  was  78  years  old.  On  May  14,  1884,  he  -was  again 
at  Lodge  and  the  minute  tells  the  story  completely: 

"Past  Master  David  Clark  being  present,  took  the  chair,  went 
through  the  opening  ceremonies  and  conferred  the  degree  of  Mas- 
ter Mason  on  Bro.  E.  J.  Smith  as  he  was  accustomed  to  do  the  work 
when  Master  nearly  forty  years  previous." 

The  practice  that  prevailed  for  many  years  of  having  the  Ward- 
ens do  the  work  near  the  close  of  the  year  appears  to  have  started 
in  1884.  At  least  the  first  notation  of  that  type  of  activity  was  made 
on  December  10,  1884.  W.  M.  William  F.  Henney  was  present  but 
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James  G.  Houston  was  made  a  Master  Mason  by  Senior  Warden 
George  H.  Folts. 

The  annual  meeting  took  place  on  the  last  day  of  1884  and 
George  H.  Folts  succeeded  William  F.  Henney  as  Master.  The  new 
Wardens  were  Richard  L.  Finney  and  Asahel  A.  Hunt  and  the 
Deacons,  Joseph  L.  Barbour  and  George  H.  Hebard. 

Richard  L.  Finney  became  Master  on  December  30,  1885,  while 
Asahel  A.  Hunt  and  George  H.  Hebard  were  elected  Wardens  and 
J.  Seymour  Chase  was  named  to  succeed  Joseph  K.  Wheeler  who 
had  been  Secretary  for  eight  years.  The  annual  meeting  was  de- 
ferred to  January  6,  1886,  when  George  W.  Hadlock  and  George 
H.  Foster  were  appointed  Deacons. 

Although  no  direct  explanation  is  offered  it  would  seem  that 
interfraternal  good-feeling  was  at  some  sort  of  a  high  point  on 
February  17,  1886.  There  were  250  brethren  present  including 
seventeen  Past  Masters  of  St.  John's  Lodge  and  other  Lodges,  "and 
others,"  as  the  Secretary  listed  the  Past  Masters  not  named.  The 
minutes  recorded: 

"The  apron  voted  to  this  lodge  at  the  fair  of  Charter  Oak  Lodge 
of  Odd  Fellows  was  presented  by  Bro.  S.  D.  Hadlock  and  Accepted 
by  the  W.  M.  and  it  was  then  Voted,  That  the  W.  M.  wear  the 
apron  if  he  so  desires." 

One  may  suspect  with  reason  that  a  number  of  dual  member- 
ships were  present  that  night. 

The  Lodge  voted  to  approve  the  extension  of  the  lease  for 
Masonic  Hall  for  five  years  commencing  with  April  1,  1887,  when 
the  first  ten-year  lease  expired.  This  action  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  December  29,  1886,  preceded  the  election  of  Past  Master  and 
retiring  Treasurer  Nelson  G.  Hinckley  to  serve  once  again  as  Mas- 
ter. His  selection  would  appear  to  be  a  friendly  proceeding  rather 
than  otherwise  because  the  two  Wardens,  Asahel  A.  Hunt  and 
Georoe  H.  Hebard  continued  in  office.  The  Master  and  his  succes- 
sor  as  Treasurer,  Lester  H.  Goodwin,  were  the  only  two  to  be 
changed  in  the  elective  line.  Brother  Hinckley  had  just  completed 
fifteen  years  as  Treasurer.  Rial  S.  Peck  and  Cardella  E.  Brown,  Past 
Masters,  were  appointed  Deacons. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  deaths  of  Past  Masters  Willis  J. 
Goodsell  (1858)  and  Lucius  E.  Hunt  (1861). 

The  February  23,  1887,  communication  voted  "that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed,  the  W.  M.  to  be  Chairman,  to  go  forward  and 
make  such  arrangements  as  they  may  deem  proper  for  celebrating 
the  125th  Anniversary." 

The  committee  consisted  of  Past  Masters  Joseph  K.  Wheeler, 
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Cardella  E.  Brown  and  Rial  S.  Peck  and  Brothers  Asahe]  A.  Hunt, 
George  H.  Hebard,  Lester  H.  Goodwin,  S.  T.  Bissell,  J.  Seymoui 
Chase,  A.  C.  Perry,  W.  H.  Law,  Silas  Chapman,  Jr.,  and  Joseph  I.. 
Barbour. 
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XII 


THE  SIXTH  QUARTER-CENTURY 


Th 


HE  celebration  which  ended  the  fifth  and  ushered  in  the  sixth 
quarter-century  of  Lodge  existence  took  place  on  Monday,  March 
21,  1887,  the  precise  date  of  the  charter  125  years  earlier. 

The  program  consisted  of  several  vocal  and  instrumental  mu- 
sical selections,  an  address  by  Past  Master  and  Grand  Secretary 
Joseph  K.  Wheeler,  one  by  Grand  Treasurer  John  G.  Root  and 
another  by  Joseph  L.  Barbour.  Past  Master  and  Past  Grand  Master 
David  Clark  was  unable  to  attend  although  listed  in  the  program 
for  an  address.  In  his  place,  Joseph  W.  Dimock,  then  the  oldest 
living  member  at  age  86,  was  introduced.  He  recalled  becoming  a 
member  in  1825  when  Samuel  G.  Goodrich,  the  famed  "Peter 
Parley,"  was  Master.  The  evening  closed  with  the  singing  of  a 
"Masonic  Ode"  by  Past  Master  Wheeler  with  the  entire  audience, 
members  and  their  lady  guests,  participating. 

There  may  have  been  attempts  to  observe  "Past  Masters'  Night" 
earlier  but  the  records  first  indicated  such  observance  on  April  6, 
1887,  when  228  brethren  were  present.  The  chairs  were  occupied 
by  Joseph  K.  Wheeler  as  Master,  William  B.  Flagg,  Senior  Warden, 
John  W.  Phelps,  Junior  Warden,  George  H.  Folts,  Secretary,  David 
Clark,  Senior  Deacon,  Nelson  G.  Hinckley,  Junior  Deacon,  Car- 
della  E.  Brown,  Senior  Steward,  Leonard  A.  Dickinson,  Marshal, 
and  William  Knox,  Tyler.  No  one  was  listed  for  the  Junior  Stew- 
ard's station. 

After  two  years  as  Senior  Warden  Asahel  A.  Hunt  was  elected 
Master.  Junior  Warden  George  C.  Hebard  advanced  and  Charles 
E.  Goodrich  replaced  him.  The  Treasurer  and  Secretary  continued 
in  office  and  George  D.  Bates  and  Elmer  C.  Ouiggle  were  appointed 
Deacons.  The  report  of  the  Trustees  to  this  December  22,  1887, 
annual  meeting  showed  their  funds  had  been  increased  only  by 
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interest  on  the  investment,  there  had  been  no  additions  from  the 
treasury.  Their  holdings  were  valued  at  $6,815.57.  '  'ns  condition 
had  prevailed  for  a  number  of  years  and  had  the  effe<  I  ot  pushing 
the  prospective  temple  a  long  way  into  the  future. 

The  issuance  of  a  charter  of  incorporation  for  the  Masonic  Hall 
Association  was  reported  to  the  Lodge  on  February  1,  1888,  and  ap- 
proved by  vote.  This  action  made  it  possible  for  the  Assoc  iation  t<» 
hold  real  and  other  property  "when,  as  and  if." 

A  radical  step  was  in  the  offing  on  December  5,  1888,  when  the 
Lodge  voted  "That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  consider  the 
feasibility  of  having  a  public  installation  of  officers."  Past  Masters 
Hunt,  Flagg  and  Wheeler,  the  committee,  reported  favorably. 
Brothers  Wheeler  and  Flagg  were  appointed  to  organize  the  affair 
after  the  Lodge  approved  the  report  on  December  12. 

The  December  26,  1888,  annual  meeting  elected  George  H. 
Hebard,  Master,  Charles  E.  Goodrich,  Senior  Warden,  and  George 
D.  Bates,  Junior  Warden.  William  H.  Law  and  F.  Wilson  Rogers 
were  appointed  Deacons.  Each  was  destined,  in  turn,  to  serve  as 
Master.  The  public  installation  was  conducted  by  Past  Master 
Wheeler  with  Past  Master  Flagg  serving  as  Marshal.  Center  Church 
Choir  provided  the  music. 

On  June  5,  1889,  the  Lodge  voted  "to  attend  the  centennial 
celebration  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  New  Haven  xxx  in  a  body." 
No  further  mention  of  this  event  appears  in  the  Lodge  record. 

Past  Master  and  Past  Grand  Master  David  Clark,  last  survivor  of 
those  seven  early  Grand  Masters  from  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  died 
October  8,  1889,  at  the  age  of  83.  The  Lodge  was  not  requested  to 
conduct  his  funeral  but  formal  notice  was  taken  of  his  death  in  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  on  October  9  and  the  adoption  of 
their  resolution  on  October  23,  1889,  extolling  his  contributions  to 
city  and  fraternity.  In  addition  to  his  own  Lodge  and  Grand  Lodge 
honors  he  had  been  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Commander. 

Charles  E.  Goodrich  was  elected  Master  on  Christmas  Day. 
1889,  and  the  other  officers  advanced,  Junior  Warden  George  D. 
Bates  becoming  Senior  Warden,  Senior  Deacon  William  H.  Law 
becoming  Junior  Warden  and  Junior  Deacon  F.  Wilson  Rogers, 
Senior  Deacon  by  appointment.  The  new  Junior  Deacon  was  Ed- 
ward Mahl.  Installation  was  held  the  same  night  and  was  not  pub- 
lic. The  Trustees  continued  to  report  a  slow  growth  for  their  fund 
through  accretion  of  interest. 

Another  Past  Masters'  Night  was  held  on  April  16,  1890.  three 
years  after  the  first  experiment.  On  May  7,  1890,  Past  Master  He- 
bard acting  for  Brother  John  H.  Most  presented  the  second  "Char- 
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ter  Oak"  gavel  to  the  Lodge.  One  is  the  style  used  by  operative 
Masons— a  setting  maul— and  the  other  is  the  conventional  hammer 
type  used  generally  by  presiding  officers.  Both  are  in  the  archives  of 
the  Lodge. 

For  a  time  it  appeared  that  the  hope  for  a  temple  was  near 
realization  when  on  June  4,  1890,  the  Lodge  authorized  the  Trus- 
tees to  advance  $1,000  to  the  Hall  Association  as  the  Lodge's  share 
of  the  purchase  of  a  lot  on  Pearl  Street.  No  further  mention  came 
during  the  year  and  the  Trustees  still  had  the  money  when  they 
reported  at  the  end  of  1890. 

The  annual  meeting  on  December  31,  1890,  advanced  the  line 
officers  by  election  and  appointment,  including  Edward  Mahl  who 
became  Senior  Deacon.  Treasurer  Goodwin  continued  in  office 
but  Secretary  J.  Seymour  Chase  retired  after  six  years  and  Joseph  E. 
Wheeler  was  elected  to  succeed  him.  William  J.  Pinney  was  ap- 
pointed Junior  Deacon  by  Senior  Warden  William  H.  Law. 

A  motion  by  Senior  Deacon  Edward  Mahl  on  May  27,  1891,  is 
the  first  mention  of  a  source  of  power  for  the  organ.  He  moved  that 
a  committee  confer  with  Lafayette  Lodge,  No.  100,  on  the  purchase 
of  an  electric  motor  "to  run  the  organ." 

Past  Masters'  Night  was  held  December  23,  1891,  a  week  before 
the  annual  meeting.  The  three  communications  before  the  Past 
Masters'  session  were  conducted  by  the  Wardens  who  "stepped  up." 
On  December  30  the  Wardens  and  Deacons  were  advanced  and 
Curtis  P.  Gladding  was  named  Junior  Deacon. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  death  of  Past  Master  Oliver  Wood- 
house  (1874  and  1875). 

Past  Masters  Wheeler  and  Flagg  installed  William  H.  Law  and 
his  corps  of  officers  as  they  had  so  many  of  his  predecessors. 

F.  Wilson  Rogers  succeeded  William  H.  Law  as  Master  on  De- 
cember 28,  1892.  Edward  Mahl  and  William  J.  Pinney  were  elected 
Wardens  and  the  Deacons  appointed  were  Curtis  P.  Gladding  and 
H.  H.  C.  Bingham.  The  Wardens  and  Deacons  in  the  foregoing 
order,  with  the  newly  appointed  Senior  Steward  Theodore  H. 
Goodrich,  were  destined  to  succeed  to  the  East  in  sequence.  The 
Treasurer  and  Secretary  continued  in  office. 

The  spasmodic  movement  of  the  Lodge  and  its  companion 
Masonic  bodies  in  the  direction  of  a  new  temple  recorded  a  big  ad- 
vance on  May  17,  1893,  when  it  was  voted  "to  subscribe  for  400 
shares  of  stock  at  $100  per  share  in  the  Masonic  BLDG.  Fund." 

All  of  the  officers  down  to  H.  H.  C.  Bingham  and  Theodore  H. 
Goodrich  advanced  on  December  27,  1893,  when  Edward  Mahl 
was  elected  Master.  Alfred  C.  J.  Williams  was  appointed  Senior 
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Steward  making  thai  office  once  again  the  starting  point  on  the  way 
"through  the  chairs." 

The  death  of  Past  Master  William  Knox  (1870)  was  listed  in  the 
report  of  the  Secretary.  Brother  Knox  had  also  served  as  Tyler 
from  September  30,  1874,  to  December  31,  1890.  The  I  1  ustees'  re- 
port showed  the  first  "Forty  Shares  Stock  Masonic  Hall  Assoc  iation 
$4,000." 

The  minutes  of  January  3,  1894,  carried  a  brief  but  important 
entry:  "that  the  Secy,  put  all  the  old  Records  in  the  H't'f'd.  Trust 
Co.  Vault."  Allowing  for  moves  and  mergers  they  are  still  there 
(1961)  as  this  is  written. 

Past  Masters'  Night  continued  on  an  intermittent  basis  with  a 
resumption  on  March  14,  1894.  The  May  2nd  meeting  voted  to  con- 
tinue subscription  to  the  Masonic  Hall  Association  by  securing  the 
second  forty  shares.  The  project  received  further  impetus  on  Sep- 
tember 12  of  the  same  year  when  the  Lodge  voted  a  committee  to 
solicit  funds.  The  Master  appointed  the  Wardens,  Deacons  and 
Senior  Steward.  The  Master,  in  turn,  was  appointed  a  committee 
with  power  in  the  matter  of  laying  the  cornerstone  of  the  new 
temple. 

The  Lodge  held  a  special  communication  on  Saturday,  Septem- 
ber 22,  1894,  for  the  purpose  of  acting  as  a  formal  escort  to  the 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  in  laying  the  Cornerstone  of  the 
new  Masonic  Temple  at  the  corner  of  Ann  and  Allyn  Streets,  Hart- 
ford. 

Worshipful  Master  Mahl  at  the  communication  of  October  10, 
1894,  announced  the  death  of  Past  Master  and  Grand  Secretary 
Joseph  K.  Wheeler.  He  had  occupied  the  Grand  Secretary's  office 
for  twenty-seven  years  and  five  months.  On  October  13  the  Lodge 
held  a  special  communication  and  escorted  the  Grand  Lodge 
through  the  funeral  ceremonies. 

The  annual  meeting  on  December  26,  1894,  elected  William  J. 
Pinney,  Master,  Curtis  P.  Gladding  and  H.  H.  C.  Bingham,  Ward- 
ens, and  continued  the  Treasurer  and  Secretary  in  office.  Thomas 
H.  Goodrich  and  A.  C.  J.  Williams  were  appointed  Deacons  and  A. 
F.  Booth  was  named  Senior  Steward,  again  the  lowest  title  in  the 
continuity  to  Master. 

February  20,  1895,  has  importance  as  the  date  of  the  vote  "to 
furnish  a  room  in  the  Masonic  Home  at  Wallingford." 

Past  Masters'  Night  was  observed  May  29,  1895,  making  it  two 
years  in  a  row.  There  was  a  repeat  on  November  20,  1895,  which 
might  be  considered  as  getting  a  new  custom  firmly  established. 

Levi  Woodhouse,  the  eldest  Past  Master  (i860),  died  and  was 
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buried  October  21,  1895,  with  the  Lodge  in  attendance.  The  Lodge 
voted  $200  to  the  Masonic  Charity  Foundation  on  October  30  and 
on  November  27  it  voted  "that  the  Treas.  pay  25^  per  capita  to 
Secy,  of  Grand  Lodge  for  support  of  Masonic  Home."  The  Novem- 
ber 27  communication  also  heard  of  the  death  of  Past  Master 
Asahel  A.  Hunt  (1887)  and  ordered  resolutions  prepared.  Another 
$100  was  voted  to  the  Home  on  December  18.  During  1895  the 
Lodge  and  other  bodies  had  moved  to  the  new  temple  but  the  fact 
is  nowhere  recorded  in  the  minutes. 

The  year  1895  closed  with  the  annual  meeting  on  Christmas 
night.  Curtis  P.  Gladding  headed  the  officers  followed  by  Wardens 
Bingham  and  Goodrich.  The  Secretary  and  Treasurer  were  again 
reelected.  A.  C.  J.  Williams  and  A.  F.  Booth  were  the  new  Deacons 
and  the  Stewards  were  Normand  F.  Allen  and  Christopher  R.  Neal. 

The  appropriations  to  the  Masonic  Home  received  an  addi- 
tional $100  by  vote  on  January  8,  1896.  The  death  of  Past  Master 
Cardella  E.  Brown  (1882)  was  reported  on  February  19,  1896  and 
a  committee  of  Past  Masters  was  named  to  prepare  appropriate 
resolutions. 

The  by-laws  were  amended  on  March  4,  1896,  to  establish  a 
"reserve  fund"  and  Trustees  for  its  operation.  The  fund  was  to  be 
available  by  vote  of  two-thirds  of  a  specially  warned  meeting  "to 
pay  the  rent  and  ordinary  expenses"  or  for  "any  other  necessity" 
when  dues  and  initiation  fees  were  not  enough  for  the  need.  The 
fund  was  to  receive  from  the  Treasurer  all  money  "over  and  above" 
two  hundred  dollars  and  the  sum  of  the  bills  and  obligations  due 
"once  in  six  months."  Other  amendments  brought  the  Masonic 
Hall  Association  membership  and  representation  up  to  date.  The 
annual  meeting  date  was  advanced  to  the  third  Wednesday. 

The  "committee  appointed  to  consider  the  matter  of  dedi- 
cating the  Temple  reported  and  report  was  accepted  and  recom- 
mendations adopted  and  placed  on  file"  at  the  communication  of 
April  15,  1896.  This  is  the  sole  notation  in  the  minutes  that  indi- 
cates all  went  well  with  the  move  into  the  new  Temple  in  1895. 

Many  names  appear  in  the  minutes  which  have  every  indication 
of  family  relationship  but  the  first  actual  entry  on  the  subject  in 
134  years  is  that  of  May  27,  1896,  when  Past  Master  Nelson  G. 
Hinckley  presided  at  the  raising  of  his  son  Howard  N.  Hinckley. 

The  first  actual  mention  of  "Masonic  Temple"  in  terms  of  a 
meeting  place  is  in  the  minutes  of  June  24,  1896,  when  it  was  voted 
to  meet  at  "Masonic  Temple"  on  June  28,  to  attend  the  St.  John's 
Day  service  at  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd. 

The  organ  came  in  for  criticism  on  December  2,  1896,  when 
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repairs  were  requested  "to  stop  the  hammei  ing  and  pounding." 

The  Lodge  voted  its  thanks  on  Dec  rmbei  9,  1896,  to  junior 
Warden  Goodrich  for  "the  Electric  Light  at  the  Allyn  Street  en- 
trance to  the  Temple."  The  same  communication  voted  to  author- 
ize the  Secretary  to  procure  a  certificate  o\   I  emple  sto<  k  ownei  ship 

from  the  Hall  Association. 

H.   H.  C.   Bingham  was  elected   Master   December    if),    1 
Theodore  H.  Goodrich  and  A.  C.  }.  Williams  were  named  Ward- 
ens and  Lester  H.  Goodwin  was  elected  Treasurer.   Mahlon    II. 
Mover  was  selected  to  replace  Secretary  Joseph  K.  Wheeler  who 
stepped  down  after  six  years  of  service. 

The  greater  costs  of  operation  were  evident  in  the  vote  of 
February  3,  1897,  levying  an  assessment  of  $1  a  member  to  meet 
the  "Grand  Lodge  assessment."  The  Home  was  expanding  its  serv- 
ices. At  the  same  meeting  Worshipful  Master  Bingham  announced 
his  acceptance  of  appointment  as  principal  of  Fitchburg  (Massa- 
chusetts) High  School.  Senior  Warden  Goodrich  presided  from 
February  20  to  March  31,  1897,  inclusive.  During  this  period 
William  Orville  Shelley,  present  Chaplain  Emeritus  (1961)  and 
Master  of  the  Lodge  in  1903,  was  raised  on  February  24,  1897. 

Past  Master  Edward  Mahl  reported  on  March  10,  1897,  tnat  tne 
"80  shares  of  stock  in  the  Masonic  Hall  Association,  belonging  to 
St.  John's  Lodge,  had  been  received  and  turned  over  to  the  trus- 
tees." 

Theodore  H.  Goodrich  and  A.  C.  J.  Williams,  who  had  been 
acting  Master  and  Senior  Warden,  respectively,  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  year  were  elected  to  those  offices  in  their  own  rights  on 
December  15,  1897.  The  retiring  Master,  H.  H.  C.  Bingham,  had 
been  able  to  return  from  Fitchburg  once  or  twice  during  the  year. 
Benjamin  F.  Wile  had  been  acting  as  Secretary  since  March  13  and 
he,  too,  was  named  in  his  own  right.  This  election  began  a  formal 
service  as  Secretary  for  Benjamin  F.  Wile  that  ended  eighteen  years 
later  in  1915  when  he  died  and  was  succeeded  by  John  Dunlop.  A. 
F.  Booth  was  elected  Junior  Warden.  Charles  H.  Riggs  and  Ed- 
ward Eberle  were  appointed  Deacons. 

The  Lodge  had  been  meeting  its  additional  expenses  for  mem- 
bers in  the  Masonic  Home  and  for  the  new  Temple  by  adding 
assessments  to  the  regular  dues.  Increasing  dissatisfaction  with  this 
reached  a  climax  on  December  22,  1897,  when  a  resolution  was 
presented  raising  the  Lodge  dues  from  two  dollars  to  four  dollars 
a  year.  It  failed  of  adoption  at  the  December  29  meeting  where- 
upon the  Lodge  voted  a  two  dollar  assessment  to  meet  the  need 
for  four  dollars  from  each  member. 
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The  Reverend  C.  G.  Bristol,  Chaplain  of  the  Lodge  and  pastor 
of  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  was  appointed  Grand  Chap- 
lain by  Grand  Master  Frank  W.  Havens  and  installed  by  the  latter 
at  the  communication  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  on  February  2, 
1898. 

A  collection  was  taken  June  22,  1898,  for  "the  soldiers  and 
sailors  now  fighting  Spain"  and  the  Lodge  was  informed  the  funds 
would  be  distributed  by  "the  Red  Cross  Society."  Finally  after  136 
years  the  minutes  made  direct  reference  to  one  of  the  many  wars 
that  studded  the  years  of  the  Lodge's  existence.  This  was  the  first 
collection  made  in  the  Lodge  for  military  relief. 

The  remainder  of  the  year  was  uneventful  and  at  the  annual 
meeting  on  December  21,  1898,  A.  C.  J.  Williams  was  elected  Mas- 
ter. A.  F.  Booth  and  Edward  Eberle  were  named  Wardens  and  the 
Deacons'  stations  were  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Henry  S. 
Strong  and  George  R.  Miller. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  new  term,  December  28,  1898,  voted 
the  annual  dues  to  be  four  dollars  making  it  unnecessary  to  con- 
tinue the  annual  assessment  of  two  dollars.  No  one  could  complain 
that  due  deliberation  had  not  been  used. 

Treasurer  Lester  H.  Goodwin  who  had  filled  his  station  for 
twelve  years,  starting  December  29,  1887,  retired  and  the  Decem- 
ber 20,  1899,  annual  meeting  named  Fred  P.  Holt  to  succeed  him. 
The  meeting  advanced  Senior  Warden  A.  F.  Booth  to  the  Master's 
chair  and  Edward  Eberle  and  Henry  S.  Strong  were  elected  Ward- 
ens. At  the  next  meeting  on  December  27,  George  A.  Miller  was 
appointed  Senior  Deacon  and  William  O.  Shelley,  Junior  Deacon. 

The  minutes  of  many  of  the  meetings  at  the  turn  of  the  cen- 
tury present  details  indicating  not  only  physical  but  mental  re- 
freshment, the  latter  consisting  of  extensive  vocal,  and  sometimes 
instrumental,  music  presented  in  mid-evening  rather  than  as  a  late 
evening  activity. 

A  collection  of  material  bearing  on  the  activities  of  St.  John's 
Lodge,  No.  4,  had  been  made  by  Past  Master  Nelson  G.  Hinckley 
(1865  and  again  in  1887)  with  a  view  to  preparing  a  history.  In 
1900  he  reported  that  his  advanced  age  made  the  work  inadvisable 
and  his  request  for  a  committee  was  granted  by  the  appointment  of 
himself,  Past  Master  George  Hebard  and  former  Secretary  Mahlon 
H.  Moyer.  The  committee's  work,  while  it  did  not  provide  a  pub- 
lished history  did  add  extensively  to  the  archives  of  the  Lodge. 

Edward  Eberle  was  advanced  to  Master  on  December  19,  1900, 
and  Henry  S.  Strong  and  William  O.  Shelley  were  elected  Ward- 


122 


ens.  Ervin  L.  Furrey  and  George  L.  Vannais  were  appointed  D 
cons.  The  Secretary  and  Treasure]  were  reele<  ted. 

The  death  of  Past  Mastei  Leonard   \.  D'u  ii<h 

occurred  January  27,  was  reported  to  the  Lodge  January  ;o,  1901. 

Worshipful  Mastei  and  Doctoi  Edward  Eberleset  a  pattern  foi 
special  visiting  teams  on  May  22,  1901,  when  the  <  hairs  were  Idled 
by  fellow  dentists  with  the  Mastei  presiding  foi  the  purpose  "I 
raising  Brother  Samuel  J.  Leventhal. 

The  assassination  of  Brother  William  \I<  Kinky  was  the  subjei  t 
of  an  eloquent  letter  from  Grand  Mastei  Frederick  Stevens  which 
was  recorded  in  full  on  September   18,    1901.   All    Lodges   w< 
ordered  draped  in  mourning  for  sixty  days. 

St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  felt  especially  dose  to  President    M< 
Kinley  because  one  of  its  members,  John  Addison  Porter,  had  been 
his  private  secretary  at  the  White  House.  Brother  Porter,  publisher 
of  the  now  departed  Hartford  Post,  had  resigned  in  1900  bet  ause  ol 
ill  health.  He  preceded  his  chief  in  death  on  December  15,  1900. 

The  annual  meeting  of  December  18,  1901,  elected  Henry  S. 
Strong  Master,  William  O.  Shelley  Senior  Warden  and  Ervin  L. 
Furrey  Junior  Warden.  Samuel  C.  Doty  succeeded  Fred  P.  H<>h  as 
Treasurer  and  Benjamin  F.  Wile  continued  as  Secretary.  George 
L.  Vannais  and  E.  B.  Boynton  were  appointed  Deat  <  >ns. 

The  death  of  Past  Master  George  H.  Hebard  (1889)  was  re- 
ported to  the  Lodge  as  having  taken  place  January  7,  1902.  On 
June  11,  1902,  the  Lodge  conducted  Masonic  services  for  Pasl 
Master  John  W.  Phelps  (1879)  who  died  on  June  10. 

William  O.  Shelley  was  elected  Master  December  17.  1902.  I  lis 
Wardens  were  Ervin  L.  Furrey  and  George  L.  Vannais.  rhe  1  reas- 
urer  and  Secretary  continued  in  office.  E.  B.  Boynton  and  Will 
Loomis  were  appointed  Deacons. 

A  member  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  Brother  John  S.  Craig,  be<  ame 
one  of  the  forerunners  of  a  long  line  of  unfortunate  Americans  as 
recorded  in  a  minute  of  September  16,  1903: 

"Worshipful  Master  reported  he  had  called  upon  Bro.  John  S. 
Craig  who  had  been  run  over  by  an  'Auto'  and  was  so  badly  hurt  he 
was  confined  to  his  bed." 

Ervin  L.  Furrey  was  elected  to  the  Master's  chair  on  December 
16,  1903.  George  L.  Vannais  and  E.  B.  Boynton  were  elected  Ward- 
ens while  the  Treasurer  and  Secretary  continued  in  office.  The 
Deacons  were  Will  Loomis  and  George  M.  Smith. 

The  closing  action  of  Ervin  L.  Furrey's  administration  was  the 
vote  establishing  the  initiatory  fee  at  fifty  dollars.  Sixty  had  been 
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proposed  but  the  amendment  offered  at  the  annual  meeting  on 
December  21,  1904,  reduced  the  figure  to  fifty.  The  Lodge  elected 
George  L.  Vannais  Master,  Will  Loomis  and  George  M.  Smith 
Wardens  and  reelected  Treasurer  Doty  and  Secretary  Wile.  Joseph 
E.  Berry  and  E.  C.  Down  were  named  Deacons. 

George  A.  Loomis  who  had  been  acting  since  the  death  of  Tyler 
Charles  A.  Jones  earlier  in  the  year  was  appointed  in  his  own  right 
starting  a  tour  of  forty-five  years  in  that  post. 

One  member  of  a  class  of  five  candidates  receiving  the  Entered 
Apprentice  degree  on  March  8,  1905,  was  John  Dunlop,  later  des- 
tined to  be  Master  of  the  Lodge  and  then  Secretary  for  forty-two 
years  beginning  December  1,  1915.  This  period  of  duty  is  more 
than  one-fifth  of  the  first  two  centuries  of  the  Lodge's  existence. 

Past  Master  Nelson  D.  Hinckley  (1866  and  1887)  succumbed 
March  20,  1905,  after  a  long  and  wearing  illness  from  which  he 
seemed  several  times  to  be  recovering.  He  was  buried  March  23 
with  full  Masonic  honors.  In  addition  to  his  service  to  St.  John's 
Lodge,  No.  4,  he  had  been  a  Trustee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  thirty- 
five  years  and  chairman  of  Trustees  for  25  years. 

A  departure  from  the  usual  form  of  degree  work  took  place  on 
March  22,  1905,  when  Carl  William  Jainsen  was  raised  by  the  offi- 
cers of  Connecticut  Rock  Lodge,  No.  92,  of  New  Haven  who  con- 
ferred the  degree  in  the  German  language.  In  fact  the  quartet  sang 
several  songs  in  German  during  the  intermission. 

Senior  Warden  Will  Loomis  died  on  August  2,  1905,  during 
the  summer  recess  of  the  Lodge. 

The  year  1905  was  one  of  the  most  active  in  many  years  with 
forty  candidates,  among  them  William  J.  Carroll  for  many  years 
soloist  of  the  Lodge,  Morgan  B.  Brainard  later  president  of  the 
^Etna  Life  Insurance  group,  John  Dunlop  later  Master  and  Secre- 
tary, and  Clinton  G.  Nichols  later  Master.  No  mention  appears  in 
the  minutes  of  the  now  well  known  "Vannais  charge"  which  has 
been  ^iven  to  almost  all  candidates  since,  but  it  is  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  the  charge  was  used  by  the  author  during  his  occu- 
pancy of  the  East. 

George  M.  Smith  was  elected  Master,  Joseph  E.  Berry  Senior 
Warden  and  Eugene  C.  Down  Junior  Warden  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing December  20,  1905.  George  E.  Cox  and  William  N.  Nugent 
were  appointed  Deacons.  For  the  first  time  in  several  years  the  four 
officers  immediately  below  the  Master  in  the  working  line  were 
destined  to  occupy  his  station  in  succession.  The  installation  took 
place  at  the  following  meeting  on  December  27,  1905. 

The  need  to  expand  the  eleven-year-old  Masonic  Home  by  add- 
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ing  hospital  facilities  received  recognition  in  the  winter  oi  1906 
and  the  Grand  Master  requested  delegates  and  alternates,  one  ol 
each  Lodge  to  report  their  recommendations  at  a  meeting  on 
March  24,  1906. 

The  meeting  of  April  25,  1906,  voted  $100  to  be  forwarded  to 
San  Francisco  for  relief  of  Masons  stricken  by  the  earthquake  and 
fire  April  18,  1906. 

Joseph  E.  Berry  was  advanced  to  the  East  on  December  19, 
1906.  Eugene  C.  Down  and  George  E.  Cox  were  named  Wardens. 
The  Deacons'  appointments  were  given  to  William  A.  Nugent  and 
Clifford  O.  Moore. 

February  27,  1907,  was  an  especially  notable  night  with  -;<> 
brethren  attending  the  Master  Mason  degree  conferral  upon  the 
then  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State,  Everett  J.  Lake. 

So  far  as  the  formal  record  discloses  the  first  out-of-State  degree 
conferral  by  the  officers  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  took  place  May 
2,  1907.  On  that  date,  acting  under  a  dispensation  from  Grand 
Master  Andrew  J.  Hallock,  the  St.  John's  Lodge  corps  of  officers 
conferred  the  Master  Mason  degree  in  Tabernacle  Lodge  of  New 
York  City. 

While  the  communication  of  December  4,  1907,  was  not  listed 
a  "Military  Night"  it  was  actually  that  and  the  minutes  carry  the 
military  titles  of  the  staff  which  served  under  Past  Master  and 
Major  Edward  Mahl.  They  were  Major  William  G.  Simmons, 
Lieutenant  Philo  W.  Newton,  Captain  James  P.  Allen,  Captain 
R.  S.  Peck,  Lieutenant  Curtis  P.  Gladding,  Lieutenant  Theodore 
H.  Goodrich,  Jr.,  General  James  H.  Jarmin,  Captain  Charles  H. 
Slocum,  General  Edward  Schulze.  Reverend  Dr.  Elmer  A.  Dent 
served  as  Chaplain.  The  candidate  was  Richard  Johnston  Good- 
man, then  an  officer  of  the  First  Connecticut  Infantry  and  its 
Colonel  at  the  outbreak  of  World  War  One  ten  years  later. 

Eugene  C.  Down  advanced  from  Senior  Warden  to  Master  at 
the  annual  communication  of  December  18,  1907.  The  new  Ward- 
ens were  George  E.  Cox  and  William  H.  Nugent.  Clifford  O. 
Moore  and  Henry  H.  Dickinson  were  appointed  Deacons  while 
John  Dunlop  and  W.  C.  Allen  were  named  as  Stewards. 

What  was  probably  the  largest  public  gathering  of  the  craft  in 
Hartford  took  place  on  October  8,  1908,  when  Grand  Master  Ed- 
ward E.  Fuller  assisted  by  the  Grand  Officers  and  the  officers  and 
members  of  122  lodges  placed  the  last  stone  in  the  new  stone  arch 
bridge,  since  named  Morgan  Gardiner  Bulkeley  Bridge,  crossing 
the  Connecticut  River  between  Hartford  and  East  Hartford.  About 
6,000  brethren  paraded  in  the  ceremonies,  of  whom  300  were  mem- 
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bers  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4.  Mounted  and  foot  police,  the  Gov- 
ernor's Foot  Guard  Band  and  several  Commanderies  of  Kniffhts 

a 

Templar  served  as  the  escort  division  of  the  procession.  The  entire 
affair  was  recorded  as  a  special  communication  of  St.  John's  Lodge, 
No.  4,  since  the  Grand  Master  opened  all  Lodges  participating  at 
the  same  time  he  opened  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  December  9,  1908,  communication  session  voted  to  make 
the  Past  Master's  jewel  a  gift  of  the  Lodge  each  year  instead  of  a 
sometimes  event  at  the  whim  of  one  or  more  members  who  were 
willing  to  meet  the  cost. 

The  following  week,  on  December  16,  the  Lodge  elected 
George  E.  Cox  Master  and  selected  William  H.  Nugent  and  Clif- 
ford O.  Moore  as  Wardens.  Henry  H.  Dickinson  and  John  Dunlop 
were  appointed  Deacons  while  the  Stewards'  stations  were  filled  by 
Evelyn  B.  Ford  and  D.  G.  Phelps. 

The  installation  on  December  23,  1908,  "by  Dispension"  was 
public,  the  second  such  installation  recorded  since  the  organization 
of  the  Lodge.  Past  Master  Henry  S.  Strong  of  St.  John's  Lodge  and 
his  brother,  Past  Master  Joseph  Strong  of  Roswell  Lee  Lodge,  of 
Springfield,  Massachusetts,  acted  as  Installing  Master  and  Marshal, 
respectively. 

The  first  step  toward  the  observance  of  the  150th  anniversary 
of  the  Lodge  in  1912  was  taken  February  10,  1909,  when  a  vote 
authorized  a  committee.  On  March  17,  1909,  Past  Master  Amos 
Pillsbury  (1865)  celebrated  his  seventy-eighth  birthday  by  attend- 
ing Lodge.  He  pointed  out  the  date  was  also  the  fiftieth  anniver- 
sary of  his  being  raised. 

On  April  14,  1909,  the  Lodge  voted  to  change  its  annual  com- 
munication to  the  first  Wednesday  in  December,  the  rule  which 
prevails  fifty-two  years  later  as  this  is  written. 

While  not  as  extensive  a  ceremony  as  the  Bridge  stone  event 
of  the  preceding  October  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone  of  the  Con- 
necticut State  Library  and  Supreme  Court  Building  on  Capitol 
Avenue,  Hartford,  brought  out  an  extensive  gathering  to  witness 
Grand  Master  Weston  G.  Grannis  performing  that  duty. 

The  annual  communication  on  December  1,  1909,  advanced 
William  H.  Nugent  to  the  Master's  station  and  elected  Clifford  O. 
Moore  and  Henry  H.  Dickinson  as  Wardens.  John  Dunlop  and 
Evelyn  B.  Ford  were  appointed  Deacons  and  Clinton  G.  Nichols 
and  Joseph  L.  Cook  named  Stewards.  This  was  the  first  time  in 
many  years  that  the  list  of  officers  including  the  Stewards  presented 
the  successive  future  Masters  in  order.  These  officers  were  publicly 
installed  at  a  special  communication  on  December  7,  1909. 
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The  needs  of  the  Masonic  Home  moved  the  Grand  \ faster  to 
request  the  Lodges  to  considei  means  oi  increasing  the  income.  In 

response  to  special  notice  the  Lodge's  members  on  January   12, 

1910,  voted  "to  urge  upon  the  Grand  Lodge  the  levying  of  mk  h  pei 
capita  tax"  as  would  "properly  conduct  the  Home." 

The  death  of  Past  Master  Amos  Pillsbury  (1865),  who  was  also 
a  Past  Master  of  Lafayette  Lodge,  No.  100,  was  reported  011  Febru- 
ary 16,  1910. 

At  the  same  communication  another  Charter  Oak  gavel  was 
presented  to  the  Lodge.  This  one  was  sent  to  the  Lodge  by  "Brother 
Major  H.  Glackfe  of  Cheyenne,  Wyoming  in  behalf  of  Bro.  Pollard 
(deceased  member  of  the  Lodge)  and  his  family.  Brother  Pollard 
made  the  gavel  himself  for  the  Lodge"  but  did  not  live  to  present 
it.  The  whereabouts  of  this  gavel  is  not  known  as  this  is  written. 

The  Lodge  again  raised  its  initiation  and  affiliation  fees  by  vote 
taken  March  2,  1910. 

The  Lodge  elected  Clifford  O.  Moore  to  be  Master  on  Decem- 
ber 7,  1910.  The  Wardens  were  Henry  H.  Dickinson  and  John 
Dunlop.  Evelyn  B.  Ford  was  named  Senior  Deacon  and  Clinton  G. 
Nichols  Junior  Deacon.  Joseph  L.  Cook  was  advanced  to  Senior 
Steward  and  H.  D.  Fairweather  succeeded  him  as  Junior  Steward. 

Past  Master  Rial  S.  Peck  (1882)  died  in  Florida  on  March  16, 

1911,  and  was  buried  with  full  Masonic  honors  by  the  Lodge  on 
March  21,  1911. 

The  committee  for  the  one  hundred  fiftieth  anniversary  which 
had  been  authorized  and  appointed  in  1909  had  its  intervening 
actions  and  future  plans  approved  by  the  Lodge  on  October  1 1 , 
1911.  This  assured  observance  of  the  anniversary  in  1912. 


127 


XIII 


150  YEARS  AND  MORE 


H 


ENRY  H.  DICKINSON,  the  Master  for  the  one  hundred 
fiftieth  anniversary  year  was  elected  at  the  annual  communication 
of  December  6,  1911.  The  Lodge  was  in  excellent  condition  with  a 
growing  membership.  Candidates  raised  in  1911  and  the  preceding- 
four  years  numbered  221  and  the  gross  membership  was  830. 

The  other  officers  for  the  year  were  John  Dunlop  and  Evelyn  B. 
Ford,  Wardens;  Clinton  G.  Nichols  and  Joseph  L.  Cook,  Deacons; 
Harold  D.  Fairweather  and  Fred  E.  McKinney,  Stewards,  and 
William  J.  Reid,  Marshal.  Secretary  Wile  and  Treasurer  Doty  were 
serving  their  fifteenth  and  eleventh  year,  respectively,  when  the 
Lodge  counted  a  century  and  a  half. 

Thirteen  hundred  brethren  attended  the  sesqui-centennial  ob- 
servance of  the  Lodge  on  March  20,  1912,— the  last  day  of  the  150th 
year.  The  communication,  under  dispensation,  was  held  at  Foot 
Guard  Hall  and  the  stage  served  to  represent  the  Lodge  rooms  of 
1784  when  Ralph  Pomeroy  was  Master.  Old  furniture  and  orna- 
ments and  contemporary  costumes  for  the  participants  recreated 
the  atmosphere  of  the  post-Revolutionary  period.  The  regular 
officers  occupied  their  stations  with  the  exception  of  Secretary 
Wile  who  had  just  lost  his  wife  by  death.  Frank  L.  Magee  was  ap- 
pointed to  fill  the  station,  pro  tempore. 

The  participants  and  the  historical  characters  they  represented 
areas  follows: 

Worshipful  Master  Henry  H.  Dickinson  representing 

Ralph  Pomeroy 
Senior  Warden  John  Dunlop  representing  William  Adams 

Junior  Warden  Evelyn  B.  Ford  representing  Joseph  Webb 

Treasurer  Samuel  C.  Doty  representing  James  Tiley 
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Secretary  Frank  L.  Magee  William  Nichols 

Chaplain  William  ().  Shelley  Horace  Hookei 

Senior  Deacon  Clinton  G.  Nichols  Samuel  Wyllys 

Junior  Deacon  Deacon  Joseph  L.  Cook  Eliakim  Fish 

Senior  Steward  Harold  D.  Fairweather  Chai  les  I  lopkins 

Junior  Steward  Fred  F.  McKinney  John  Wright 

Marshall  William  J.  Reid  Daniel  Olcotl 

Tyler  H.  Grant  Bailey  William  Watson 

S.  G.  William  A.  Muirhead  John  Jrlin\ 

W.  G.  Addison  G.  Brainerd  Timothy  Burr 

E.  G.  Frank  Lee  Magee  Aaron  Ol instead 

Past  Master  Henry  S.  Strong  James  Church 

Brethren  Robert  H.  Printing  John  Bunce 

Hubert  L.  Maercklein  Joseph  Bull 

William  J.  Carroll  Daniel  Cotton 

William  G.  Jones  Daniel  Hillsdale 

Alvin  W.  Comstock  William  Seymour 

Visiting  Brethren  Edward  Mahl  Samuel  Holden  Parsons 

George  Vannais  Comfort  Sage 

Candidate  Sumner  Southworth  Mather  Oliver  Wolcott,  Jr. 


The  Grand  Master  of  Connecticut  and  his  staff,  the  Grand 
Master  of  Massachusetts  and  a  representative  from  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  attended  as  did  official  representatives  from 
Lodges  in  the  area. 

Thursday  March  21,  1912,  was  devoted  to  a  morning  reception 
at  the  Temple,  a  noon  luncheon  at  Center  Church  House,  decora- 
tion of  the  grave  of  Colonel  Nathan  Payson  in  Center  churchyard 
and  historical  exercises  in  Center  Church  at  which  Brother  Flavel 
S.  Luther,  President  of  Trinity  College,  made  the  principal  ad- 
dress. The  celebration  closed  with  a  banquet  at  Foot  Guard  Hall 
on  the  evening  of  March  2 1 . 

The  thanks  of  the  Lodge  for  the  use  of  antique  furniture  be- 
longing to  Columbia  Lodge  of  South  Glastonbury  was  voted  on 
March  27. 

}ohn  Dunlop  was  elected  Master  December  4,  1912.  Evelyn  B. 
Ford  and  Clinton  G.  Nichols  were  named  Wardens  while  Joseph 
L.  Cook  and  Harold  D.  Fairweather  were  appointed  Deacons. 
Fred  E.  McKinney  and  William  J.  Reid  were  the  new  Stewards 
and  Frank  Lee  Magee,  Marshal.  The  Treasurer  and  Secretary  con- 
tinued in  office.  The  high  level  of  activity  continued  throughout 
the  year  and  the  close  of  1913  found  the  Lodge  with  871  members. 

Evelyn  B.  Ford  was  elected  and  installed  as  Master  on  Decem- 
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ber  3,  1913.  The  other  officers  to  serve  for  1914  were:  Clinton  G. 
Nichols,  Senior  Warden;  Joseph  L.  Cook,  Junior  Warden;  Harold 

D.  Fairweather,  Senior  Deacon;  William  J.  Reid,  Junior  Deacon; 
Frank  Lee  Magee,  Senior  Steward  and  Newton  W.  Larkum,  Junior 
Steward. 

Past  Master  William  B.  Flagg  (1876)  died  at  New  Haven  on 
November  26,  1914  and  was  buried  at  Hartford,  Sunday,  November 
29,  1914. 

The  annual  meeting  on  December  2,  1914,  elected  Clinton  G. 
Nichols  to  the  Master's  chair.  All  of  the  so-called  line  officers  ad- 
vanced and  the  Treasurer  and  Secretary  were  reelected.  The  new 
"line"  appointment  was  given  to  Thomas  P.  Abbott  as  Marshal. 

William  Ellis  Hanmer  who  was  later  to  serve  the  Lodge  as 
Master  and  the  Grand  Lodge  as  Grand  Master  was  raised  on  May 
26,  1915,  by  the  officers  of  Manchester  Lodge,  No.  73. 

Death  claimed  Secretary  Benjamin  F.  Wile  during  the  sum- 
mer recess  and  the  Lodge  conducted  funeral  ceremonies  at  his 
home  on  August  12,  1915. 

Past  Master  John  Dunlop  was  appointed  Secretary  September 
1,  1915,  for  the  balance  of  the  term  by  Worshipful  Master  Nichols, 
an  appointment  that  was  to  extend  to  more  than  42  years  in  the 
same  station. 

The  annual  communication  on  December  1,  1915,  advanced 
Senior  Warden  Joseph  L.  Cook  to  Master  and  elected  William  J. 
Reid  and  Harold  D.  Fairweather  as  Wardens.  Secretary  Dunlop 
was  elected  to  continue  in  that  station  and  Treasurer  Samuel  C. 
Doty  was  reelected. 

Appointive  officers  named  at  the  installation  on  December  8, 
1915,  were  Frank  L.  Magee  and  Thomas  P.  Abbott  as  Deacons,  R. 

E.  Benham  and  William  E.  Hanmer  as  Stewards  and  H.  R.  Burr 
as  Marshal. 

The  Worshipful  Master  presented  a  Grand  Lodge  request  to 
the  communication  of  January  26,  1916,  for  action  by  St.  John's 
Lodge,  No.  4,  and  other  constituent  Lodges  on  the  question  of 
ritual.  The  matter  had  been  before  the  1915  Grand  Lodge,  a 
committee  had  been  named  and  its  report  was  slated  for  presenta- 
tion to  the  1916  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  After  some 
discussion  the  following  resolution  was  presented: 

"Whereas  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut 
at  its  session  in  New  Haven,  1915,  appointed  a  committee  to  in- 
vestigate conditions  in  Connecticut  and  sister  grand  jurisdictions 
concerning  the  form  of  ritual  in  use  by  the  'Blue  Lodges'  and 
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report  its  findings  with   recommendations  al    the  Grand    Loi 

session  to  be  held  in  I lartford,  Febi  uai  y  2,  loj  6 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved  thai  St.  [ohn's  Lodge  No,  j  duly 
assembled  to  consider  the  mattei  oi  ritual  al  its  regular  session 
held  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  Hartlord,  this  2'»ili  rl.iy  o\  January, 
1916,  does  hereby  protest  against  any  action  of  the  Most  Worship 
ful  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  that  may  deprive  St.  John's  Lodge 
No.  4  of  the  work  it  has  closely  followed  during  the  pasl  one 
hundred  and  fifty-three  years. 

"Be  it  further  resolved,  that  we  strongly  feel  that  the  lettei 
and  spirit  of  the  ancient  work  contributes  charm  and  power  to 
Masonic  teachings  that  cannot  be  equalled  by  emanations  from 
modern  pens. 

"Be  it  further  resolved,  that  in  our  opinion  to  deprive  the  old 
Lodges  of  Connecticut  from  using  their  old  original  work  would 
take  from  their  members  their  dearest  and  most  cherished  memo- 
ries. 

"Resolved,  the  Master  and  Wardens  of  St.  John's  Lodge  No.  4 
be  and  hereby  are  directed  to  present  these  resolutions  to  the  M. 
W.  Grand  Lodge  at  its  next  annual  session  should  occasion  arise." 

The  Lodge  adopted  the  resolutions. 

At  the  same  communication  a  second  major  problem  arose 
when  the  Masonic  Hall  Association  laid  an  assessment  on  the 
Lodges  comprising  its  membership.  This  item  was  laid  over  until 
after  the  Grand  Lodge  session. 

The  ritual  problem  was  reported  in  the  Lodge  minutes  of 
February  9,  1916,  as  follows: 

"W.  M.  Cook  reported  that  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  annual 
session  adopted  what  is  called  the  'Webb  Work'  as  the  standard 
work  for  Conn. 

"He  also  reported  that  P.  G.  M.  Hallock,  of  the  Ritual  Com- 
mittee, stated  that  the  Lodges  not  wishing  to  adopt  the  'Webb 
Work'  as  their  ritual  were  not  obliged  to  do  so." 

The  assessment  of  the  Masonic  Hall  Association  was  adopted 
February  16,  1916,  after  Past  Master  Shelley  had  furnished  the 
Lodge  with  a  copy  of  the  charter  and  stock  certificates  for  its  in- 
formation and  guidance. 

The  Lodge  advanced  Harold  D.  Fairweather  to  the  East  on 
December  6,  1916.  William  J.  Reid  and  Frank  L.  Magee  were 
elected  Wardens  and  both  Treasurer  and  Secretary  were  re- 
elected. The  officers  appointed  at  the  installation  on  December 
13,  1916,  were  William  E.  Hanmer  as  Senior  Deacon:  William  C. 
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Welling,  Junior  Deacon;  Edward  F.  Garvin,  Senior  Steward; 
Edgar  B.  Peck,  Junior  Steward;  Benjamin  A.  Bourne,  Marshal. 

The  existence  of  the  first  World  War  was  reflected  first  in  the 
purchase  of  a  new  flag  for  the  Lodge  room  within  a  month  of  the 
declaration  of  war  on  April  6,  1917,  and  then  within  a  few  weeks 
by  the  purchase  of  two  Liberty  Bonds.  Stepped-up  activity  with 
ten  communications  in  June  also  reflected  war  conditions.  The 
minutes  of  one  special  communication  mentioned  that  the  candi- 
date was  on  furlough.  In  October  a  committee  was  authorized  "to 
procure  a  suitable  memento"  to  be  given  each  member  of  the 
Lodge  entering  war  service.  Two  weeks  later,  October  24,  the 
Grand  Lodge  requested  all  Lodges  to  keep  a  full  record  of  their 
members  in  or  entering  service. 

Senior  Warden  William  J.  Reid  was  elected  Master  December 
5,  1917,  and  Brothers  Frank  L.  Magee  and  William  E.  Hanmer 
were  named  Wardens.  The  Treasurer  and  Secretary  continued  in 
office.  The  officers  appointed  to  serve  for  the  next  year,  1918,  were 
Senior  Deacon  William  C.  Welling,  Junior  Deacon  Edward  T. 
Garvin,  Senior  Steward  Edgar  B.  Peck,  Junior  Steward  Alvin  W. 
Hyde  and  Marshal  Benjamin  B.  Crocker. 

The  Secretary's  report  for  the  year  1917  listed  sixty-one  candi- 
dates, the  largest  group  in  a  number  of  years. 

As  the  Lodge  attained  the  maturity  of  more  than  a  century  and 
a  half  of  existence  the  records  received  entries  that  went  beyond 
the  bare  activities  at  its  own  communications.  The  minutes  of 
February  13,  1918,  disclosed  the  appointment  of  Past  Master  Henry 
H.  Dickinson  (1911)  as  District  Deputy  for  the  Sixth  Masonic 
District. 

The  official  visit  of  District  Deputy  Dickinson  on  February  20 
was  selected  as  the  date  on  which  to  present  the  "memento"  to  the 
members  of  the  Lodge  in  war  service.  A  delegation  of  members 
from  the  Putnam  Phalanx  and  from  the  G.  A.  R.  was  present  and 
Brother  Blake  A.  Sears,  then  a  first  lieutenant  in  the  Army  Dental 
Corps,  was  presented  with  a  Masonic  ring,  symbolic  of  the  presenta- 
tion of  similar  rings  to  the  other  forty-two  members  then  in  service. 

Grand  Master  William  F.  English,  assisted  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
suite  of  officers,  conferred  the  Master  Mason  degree  on  his  son 
James  F.  English,  the  only  such  event  in  the  156  years  of  the 
Lodge's  existence.  Grand  Master  English's  home  Lodge  was  Orien- 
tal, No.  1 1 1,  of  Broad  Brook. 

The  committee  on  the  "memento"  for  the  members  in  war 
service  reported  on  June  26,  1918,  that  it  had  already  presented, 
mostly  by  mail,  a  total  of  sixty-three  of  the  ninety  rings  purchased 
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and  that  presentations  could  continue  as   members   joined   the 

armed  forces. 

On  August  17,  ioiK,  Past  Master  George  L.  Vannais  1905) 
raised  his  son,  Leon  E.  Vannais,  one  ol  the  leu  su<  li  instances  re- 
corded in  the  Lodge's  history,  despite  the  several  generations  ol 

membership  in  a  number  of  Hartford  families. 

The  Armistice  of  November  11,  1918,  halted  the  war  but  it  was 
to  be  some  time  before  members  would  return  from  service  in  ap- 
preciable numbers.  The  communication  of  November  20  rec- 
ognized their  service  by  voting  that  "members  of  this  Lodge  in  the 
service  of  our  Country  or  its  allies"  have  their  dues  remitted  E01 
"the  period  of  the  war." 

The  annual  communication  of  December  4,  1918,  elected 
Frank  Lee  Magee  to  be  Master,  William  E.  Hanmer  and  William 
C.  Welling  to  be  Wardens,  and  reelected  Treasurer  Doty  and 
Secretary  Dunlop. 

The  Secretary  reported  60  members  raised  during  the  year.  At 
the  public  installation  on  December  1 1  the  appointive  officers 
named  were:  Senior  Deacon  Edgar  B.  Peck,  Junior  Deacon  Ben- 
jamin B.  Crocker,  Senior  Steward  Garret  D.  Brower,  Junior  Stew- 
ard Miner  A.  Worthington  and  Marshal  William  W.  Pierson. 
Junior  Warden  Welling  was  not  installed  then  because  he  was 
still  in  service  in  the  army. 
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XIV 
BUSY  POST-WAR  YEARS 


Th 


HE  end  of  World  War  One,  the  sixth  major  war  in  the  life  of 
the  Lodge  in  which  its  country  was  engaged,  brought  on  another 
period  of  peace  between  wars,  a  period  not  as  long  as  some  of  the 
others  but  probably  more  troubled  outside  the  tyled  walls.  Within 
the  precincts  of  the  Lodge  vigorous  activity  and  growth  continued. 

Junior  Warden  Welling,  home  from  military  service,  was  in- 
stalled on  January  1,  1919. 

Past  Master  Dickinson  (1912)  in  his  capacity  as  District  Deputy 
made  his  second  annual  inspection  of  his  home  Lodge  on  March 
19,  1919. 

Past  Master  Edward  Mahl  (1894)  died  on  July  7,  1919,  and  the 
fact  was  reported  to  the  Lodge  on  September  3,  after  the  summer 
recess. 

William  Ellis  Hanmer  was  advanced  to  Master  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  December  3,  1919.  William  C.  Welling  and  Edgar  B. 
Peck  were  elected  Wardens.  The  Secretary  and  Treasurer  con- 
tinued in  office.  The  report  of  the  former  revealed  1919  to  have 
provided  a  new  high  point  with  70  members  raised  and  a  total 
membership  of  1,087.  The  appointive  officers  named  at  the  installa- 
tion on  December  10,  1919,  were:  Senior  Deacon  Benjamin  B. 
Crocker,  Junior  Deacon  Garret  D.  Brower,  Senior  Steward  Wil- 
liam W.  Pierson,  Junior  Steward  Nathaniel  J.  Scott  and  Marshal 
Robert  M.  Yergason. 

Worshipful  Brother  Norman  C.  Stevens  appeared  before  St. 
John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  on  January  14,  1920,  to  ask  approval  of  a  peti- 
tion to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  formation  of  a  new  Lodge,  the  fourth, 
in  Hartford.  St.  John's  Lodge  unanimously  voted  its  approval  to 
what  became  Tuscan  Lodge,  No.  126,  chartered  February  5,  1920. 
On  March  17  three  members  of  St.  John's  Lodge  were  granted 
demits   to  affiliate  with  the  new   Lodge.   They  were   T.   Frank 

134 


Cassidy,  and  Arthur  C.  Mason  who  latci  became  Masters o\  I  mean 
Lodge,  and  W.  H.  Andruss. 

The  degree  of  activity  in  the  year  1920  is  indicated  b)  the 
twelve  speeial  and  twelve  regular  communications  needed  10  rare 
for  the  candidates  in  the  first  three  months— January,  February 
and  March.  This  vigorous  schedule  could  not  have  been  main- 
tained had  not  the  Master  secured  the  whole-hearted  help  ol  the 
Past  Masters  who  alternated  with  the  regular  officers.  The  Pasl 
Masters  worked  at  the  "five  o'clock  specials"  and  the  regular  of- 
ficers took  care  of  the  stated  communications.  The  special  <nni- 
munications  continued  with  the  regular  corps  of  officers  carrying 
on  in  April,  1920. 

St.  John's  Lodge  acted  October  20,  1920,  to  approve  the  forma- 
tion of  a  Lodge  in  Wethersfield  which  would  have  jurisdiction 
over  that  town.  St.  John's  sent  its  recommendations  to  the  Grand 
Master.  Hospitality  Lodge,  No.  128,  was  chartered  February  2, 
1921,  further  reducing  the  once  extensive  area  which  had  been 
served  by  the  Lodge  at  Hartford. 

When  the  Lodge  reached  its  annual  meeting  on  December  1, 
1920,  a  total  of  88  new  members  had  been  added  for  the  year,  an- 
other high  mark.  William  C.  Welling  was  elected  Master  and  the 
Wardens'  stations  were  filled  by  Edgar  B.  Peck  and  Benjamin  B. 
Crocker.  The  appointive  officers  included  Garret  D.  Brower  and 
William  W.  Pierson  as  Deacons,  Nathaniel  J.  Scott  and  Robert  M. 
Yergason  as  Stewards  and  Starr  L.  Beckwith-Ewell  as  Marshal. 

Activity  stepped  up  in  the  first  three  months  of  1921  re- 
quiring thirteen  special  and  twelve  stated  communications,  an  in- 
crease of  one  meeting  over  the  year  before.  Again  the  Past  Masters 
assisted.  What  was  probably  an  all-time  high  point  was  reached  on 
March  23,  1921,  when  twenty-five  petitions  were  received,  six 
more  were  favorably  reported  and  the  petitioners  elected,  and  five 
Entered  Apprentices  received  their  Fellowcraft  degrees.  Twelve 
special  communications  were  held  in  April  in  addition  to  the  stated 
sessions. 

The  Masonic  Hall  Association  presented  a  proposal  for  pur- 
chase of  a  site  for  a  new  temple  at  108  Farmington  Avenue  which 
was  read  at  the  October  12,  1921,  communication  and  approved 
by  the  Lodge  on  October  19.  On  November  9  the  Lodge  imple- 
mented its  vote  by  directing  the  Trustees  to  turn  over  $3,000  in 
cash  and  two  one-thousand-dollar  Liberty  Bonds  as  its  share  of  the 
cost  of  the  temple  site. 

On  November  23,  1921,  Past  Master  John  Dunlop  (1912) 
raised  his  son  Kenneth  R.  Dunlop. 
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Exterior  view  of  the  Masonic  Temple  at  201  Ann  Street,  Hart- 
ford in  1961. 
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The  year  closed  on  a  continuance  of  activity  with  eight  new 
petitioners  and  another  eight  applicants  approved  at  the  November 
30,  1921,  annual  communication.  Nine  more  submitted  their  peti- 
tions at  the  annual  meeting,  December  7,  1921.  The  total  of  new 
members  for  the  1921  administration  was  103  and  a  substantial 
back-log  of  applicants  awaited  action  by  the  new  officers  headed  by 
Edgar  B.  Peck.  Benjamin  B.  Crocker  and  Garret  D.  Brower  were 
elected  Wardens  and  the  Treasurer  and  Secretary  continued.  Wil- 
liam W.  Pierson  and  Nathaniel  J.  Scott  were  the  new  Deacons  and 
the  Stewards  were  Robert  M.  Yergason  and  Starr  L.  Beckwith- 
Ewell.  Frederick  S.  Hoffer  was  appointed  Marshal. 

The  pressure  of  work  continued  and  the  next  six  weeks  saw 
six  special  and  six  regular  communications.  In  February  the  figures 
speak  for  themselves.  There  were  eight  special  and  three  stated 
communications  although  the  first  week  of  the  month  was  Grand 
Lodge  week. 

Past  Master  George  L.  Vannais  (1904)  died  on  March  15,  1922, 
and  was  buried  in  Fairview  Cemetery,  West  Hartford,  on  March 
18  with  full  Masonic  honors. 

The  entire  year  of  1922  was  one  of  unceasing  activity  and  the 
annual  meeting  records  show  a  gain  of  six  new  members  over  the 
preceding  year  for  a  total  of  109  raised.  The  total  Lodge  mem- 
bership amounted  to  1,291. 

Benjamin  B.  Crocker  was  elected  Master  on  December  6,  1922, 
to  serve  for  the  year  1923,  probably  the  most  active  in  the  Lodge's 
first  two  centuries.  Garret  D.  Brower  and  William  W.  Pierson 
were  named  Wardens  to  serve  with  him.  Funds  and  records  re- 
mained in  the  same  hands,  Treasurer  Doty  and  Secretary  Dunlop. 
In  addition  to  the  elective  officers  the  following  appointive  officers 
were  installed  December  13:  Nathaniel  J.  Scott  and  Robert  M. 
Yergason,  Deacons;  Starr  L.  Beckwith-Ewell  and  Frederick  S. 
Hoffer,  Stewards,  and  William  G.  Barnard  as  Marshal. 

The  year  started  at  the  same  headlong  pace,  perhaps  more 
energetically.  Between  the  installation  and  the  end  of  January 
there  were  fourteen  special  and  six  regular  communications.  The 
past  Masters,  as  before,  undertook  to  exemplify  some  of  the  degrees 
and  in  so  doing  several  of  them  managed  to  fill  four  or  more  dif- 
ferent stations  in  a  matter  of  days.  It  would  seem  an  excellent 
demonstration  of  complete  competence  as  ritualists. 

On  August  10,  1923,  the  Lodge  held  a  special  memorial  com- 
munication for  Brother  Warren  G.  Harding,  29th  President  of  the 
United  States,  who  died  on  August  2,  1923,  at  San  Francisco. 

The  activities  continued  unabated  throughout  the  year  as  il- 
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lustrated  by  0<  tobei  when  eight  spe<  ial  and  fi  I  i  ommunii  a 

tions  were  held. 

Worshipful    Brothers   Crockei    and    Dunlop   repn  the 

Lodge  at  the  laying  o\  the  cornerstone  oi  the  Washington  Memo 
rial  at  Alexandria,  Virginia,  Novembei  i.  1923  as  pan  o\  the 
suite  of  Grand  Master  Arthui  ML  Brown. 

The  1923  administrative  yen  had  a  total  <>l  |_<  regulai  com- 
munications and  50  spe<  ials.  added  1  1  j  members  to  the  rolls  and 
provided  a  total  membership  of  1,386.  In  a  way  thai  was  the  li<  yday, 
the  suburban  explosion  was  jusl  amnnd  the  cornei  and  the  ' 
ning  of  the  Depression  only  a  half-dozen  years  away.  I  he  big 
Lodge  was  THE  Lodge,  the  big-suburb  Lodge  was  soon  to  take 
over  size  leadership. 

The  annual  meeting  of  December  5,  1923,  placed  Garrel  1) 
Brower,  William  W.  Pierson  and  Nathaniel  J.  Scon  in  the  first 
three  offices  and  retained  Samuel  C.  Doiv  and  [ohn  Dunlop.  \i  the 
installation  on  December  12  the  following  appointive  officers  were 
named:  Senior  Deacon  Roberl  M.  Yergason,  Junior  Deacon  Stan 
L.  Beckwith-Ewell,  Senior  Steward  William  G.  Barnard,  [unior 
Steward  G.  Theodore  Peterson,  Marshal  Henry  Rein<  ke. 

There  was  a  slight  relaxation  of  pressure  in  the  number  <>l 
candidates  at  the  beginning  of  1924  and  a  reduction  in  the  number 
of  special  communications  but  by  April  a  back-log  of  work  re- 
quired nine  special  communications  in  addition  to  five  regular 
ones  for  the  month.  Once  more  this  arduous  schedule  was  made 
possible  by  the  cooperation  of  the  Past  Masters  of  whom  twelve 
shared  various  parts  of  the  work  during  the  month. 

George  Mason  Smith,  Jr.,  the  fourth  generation  of  his  family 
to  be  raised  in  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  received  his  Mastei  M  s 
degree  on  October  15,  1924,  at  the  hands  of  his  father,  Pasl  MasteT 
George  M.  Smith  (1906)  who  received  the  same  degree  February 
27,  1901.  The  grandfather,  Frank  Webb  Smith.  February  \\.  1867, 
and  great-grandfather,  Mason  Smith.  December  14,  1842,  re 
ceived  their  degrees  on  the  dates  indicated.  There  probably  have 
been  other  four-generation  combinations  but  this  was  the  first  to 
achieve  official  record. 

The  total  of  new  members.  83,  was  less  than  the  figures  for 
several  of  the  preceding  years  but  still  enough  to  make  192  |  one 
of  the  "big"  years. 

William  W.  Pierson  was  elected  Master.  Nathaniel  J.  Scott, 
Senior  Warden  and  Robert  M.  Yergason.  Junior  Warden,  Decem- 
ber 3,  1924,  and  the  next  week  the  following  were  appointed: 
Senior    Deacon    Starr    L.    Beckwith-Ewell.    Junior    Deacon    W. 
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Grover  Barnard,  Senior  Steward  G.  Theodore  Peterson,  Junior 
Steward  Henry  Reincke  and  Marshal  James  Francis  Brydon. 

Past  Master  Henry  S.  Strong  (1902)  died  May  10,  1925,  and  was 
buried  at  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  on  May  13,  with  officers 
and  Past  Masters  of  St.  John's  Lodge  according  him  full  Masonic 
honors. 


William  E.  Hanmer 

Grand  Master 

February,  19-fo,  to  February ,  ip-fi 

Past  Master  William  E.  Cone  (1877),  senior  Past  Master,  died 
at  his  home  October  1,  1925,  and  was  buried  on  October  3.  Robert 
O.  Tyler  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  conducted  services 
and  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  held  committal  services  at  the  grave. 

The  annual  meeting  of  December  2,  1925,  named  Nathaniel  J. 
Scott,  Master,  and  elected  Robert  M.  Yergason  and  Starr  L.  Beck- 
with-Ewell  as  Wardens.  W.  Grover  Barnard  and  G.  Theodore 
Peterson  were  appointed  Deacons,  Henry  Reincke  and  J.  Francis 
Brydon  were  named  Stewards  and  Irving  E.  Partridge,  Jr.,  was  ap- 
pointed Marshal. 

Past  Master  George  H.  Folts  (1885)  died  on  March  15,  1926, 
and  the  Lodge  was  advised  two  days  later. 
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Robert  M.  Yergason  was  advanced  to  the  Easl  on  December 
i,  192(1.  Starr  L.  Beckwith-Ewel]  and  Williairj  Grovei  Barnard  were 
elected  Wardens.  At  his  requesl   Samuel  C.  Doty,  Treasurei   E01 

twenty-five  years,  was  not  considered  lor  leelection  and  Harold  1). 
Fairweather  was  elected  to  succeed  liiin.  The  Lodge  voted  an  en- 
grossed testimonial  toTreasurer  Doty. 


Irving  E.  Partridge,  Jr. 
Grand  Senior  Deacon 
1961—1962 


The  appointive  officers  for  the  new  year  were  J.  Francis  Brydon 
and  Irving  E.  Partridge,  Jr.,  as  Deacons,  Walter  A.  Katon  and  Roy 
A.  Warner  as  Stewards  and  Dwight  H.  Stotighton  as  Marshal. 

The  engrossed  resolution  on  Past  Treasurer  Doty  was  presented 
on  January  19,  1927,  and  as  an  additional  recognition  of  having 
served  the  Lodge  for  the  longest  term  of  any  officer  in  its  history  he 
was  presented  with  a  set  of  sterling  silver  table  ware. 

The  Lodge  was  advised  of  the  death  of  Past  Master  Henry  H. 
Dickinson  (1912)  on  October  23,  1927. 

Before  electing  officers  December  7,  1927,  the  annual  com- 
munication debated  and  adopted  a  resolution  recommending  a 
campaign  to  finance  a  new  temple.  The  meeting  then  proceeded 
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to  the  election  of  Starr  L.  Beckwith-Ewell  as  Master,  W.  Grover 
Barnard  and  J.  Francis  Brydon  as  Wardens,  Harold  D.  Fairweather 
as  Treasurer  and  John  Dunlop  as  Secretary.  Irving  E.  Partridge, 
Jr.,  and  Roy  A.  Warner  were  named  Deacons.  D wight  H.  Stough- 
ton  and  George  A.  Wardinski  were  appointed  Stewards  and  Allen 
F.  Modisette  was  named  Marshal. 

The  death  of  Past  Master  William  F.  Henney  (1884)  on  Febru- 
ary 7,  1928,  was  reported  to  the  communication  the  following  day. 

Rising  costs  forced  the  Lodge  to  change  from  the  system  of 
many  years'  standing  under  which  enrollment  fees  provided  the 
bulk  of  its  income.  The  communication  of  March  7,  1928,  raised 
the  annual  dues  and  provided  for  the  so-called  "fifteen-year"  and 
"thirty-year"  membership.  The  technicalities  are  not  germane  to 
this  narrative. 

St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  took  note  of  the  chartering  of  Stepney 
Lodge,  No.  133,  at  Rocky  Hill,  by  making  an  official  visit  on  April 
1 1,  1928.  The  visit  was  devoted  to  the  presentation  of  a  new  altar, 
the  gift  of  St.  John's  to  the  newly  organized  Lodge. 

The  Lodge  was  informed  of  the  death  of  Past  Master  Richard 
L.  Finney  (1885)  which  took  place  at  Gloucester,  Massachusetts, 
May  3,  1928. 

At  the  May  9,  1928,  communication  the  Master  appointed  a 
committee  consisting  of  Past  Master  Yergason  and  Brothers  George 
C.  Dunkelberger  and  George  A.  Wardinski  to  "investigate  the  ad- 
visability of  compiling  a  history  of  the  Lodge."  Brother  Dunkel- 
berger's  book  of  1937  was  the  end  result. 

Another  Past  Master,  F.  Wilson  Rogers  (1893),  died  on  May  21, 
1928. 

The  first  recorded  session  in  the  long  series  of  exchanges 
between  Esoteric  Lodge,  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  and  St. 
John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  was  entered  on  the  minutes  of  October  24, 
1928.  St.  John's  officers  and  members  returned  the  visit  by  going 
to  Springfield  on  November  15,  1928. 

William  Grover  Barnard  succeeded  Starr  L.  Beckwith-Ewell  on 
December  5,  1928,  and  Brothers  Brydon  and  Partridge  were  also 
advanced.  In  the  appointive  group  Brothers  Warner,  Stoughton 
and  Wardinski  advanced.  Howard  B.  Phelon  was  named  Junior 
Steward  and  Frederick  L.  Clark,  Marshal. 

Brother  Samuel  Colt  Doty  who  had  served  the  Lodge  as  Treas- 
urer for  twenty-five  years,  December  18,  1901,  to  December  1, 
1926,  died  on  December  8,  1928. 

St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  at  its  communication  of  April  10,  1929, 
voted  its  approval  of  a  petition  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  "a  new 
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Lodge,  the  name  of  which  is  to  be  Level  Lodge,"  the  fifth  Lodge 

in  the  Hartford  corporate  limits. 

"Military  Night,"  April  24,  1929,  brought  oul  Governor  and 
Past  Master  John  H.  Trumbull  of  Plain  vi  Mr.  Grand  Mastei  George 
R.  Sturges  and  other  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  Mast 
station  was  filled  by  Captain  and  Past  Master  Starr  L.  Beckwith- 
Ewell  with  Captain  and  Junior  Warden  Irving  E.  Partridge,  Jr., 
serving  as  Senior  Deacon.  The  candidate  was  Brother  Clarence  M. 
Knox.  Among  those  attending  was  Brother  Everett  C.  Burhans  of 
Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  a  member  of  St.  John's  Lodge  since  March  10, 
1869. 

The  Lodge  conducted  a  Masonic  funeral  service,  July  16,  1929, 
for  Past  Master  Joseph  L.  Cook  (1916)  who  died  July  13  after  a  long 
illness. 

J.  Francis  Brydon  was  elected  Master,  December  4,  1929,  and 
Brothers  Partridge  and  Warner  were  advanced  in  the  Wardens' 
stations.  The  appointive  officers  were  all  advanced  and  Robert  H. 
Weir  was  named  Marshal.  Herbert  Spencer  was  named  to  succeed 
Treasurer  Fairweather. 

Military  Night  on  May  28,  1930,  was  held  at  the  ballroom  of 
the  Hartford  Club  under  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Elbert 
L.  Darbie.  A  corps  of  officers  headed  by  Major  and  Senior  Warden 
Irving  E.  Partridge,  Jr.,  and  consisting  of  officers  of  the  169th 
Infantry  conferred  the  Master  Mason  degree  on  Frederick  G. 
Reincke,  an  officer  in  the  regiment.  A  total  of  550  brethren  at- 
tended the  communication. 

Irving  E.  Partridge,  Jr.,  was  elected  Master  and  Brothers  War- 
ner and  Stoughton,  Wardens,  at  the  annual  communication  on 
December  3,  1930.  The  appointive  officers  in  the  "line"  were  ad- 
vanced and  Frank  E.  Bohman  was  appointed  Marshal. 

Past  Master  Eugene  C.  Down  (1908)  who  died  December  23, 
1930,  was  buried  with  full  Masonic  honors  by  the  Lodge  on  Decem- 
ber 26. 

In  commemoration  of  the  presentation  of  their  charter  by 
Right  Worshipful  James  Church  in  1781  the  brethren  of  Wooster 
Lodge,  No.  10,  of  Colchester,  had  the  officers  of  St.  John's  Lodge, 
No.  4,  conduct  the  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  com- 
munication of  Wooster  Lodge,  June  6,  1931.  Right  Worshipful 
James  Church,  Master  of  St.  John's  Lodge  (then  the  Lodge  at 
Hartford),  acting  for  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  presented 
the  charter  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  June  6,  1781.  The  an- 
niversary communication  was,  for  that  reason,  also  opened  at  five 
o'clock  in  the  morning  and  followed  by  various  memorial  activities. 
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Past  Master  George  M.  Smith  (1906)  died  July  1,  1931,  the 
second  Past  Master  to  succumb  in  the  year.  He  was  buried  July  3, 
with  full  Masonic  honors. 

The  Lodge  advanced  Roy  A.  Warner  to  the  East  and  named  as 
Wardens  Dwight  H.  Stoughton  and  George  A.  Wardinski  on 
December  2,  1931.  All  of  the  appointive  officers  advanced  in  the 
line  and  Frederick  G.  Reincke  was  named  Marshal. 

Past  Master  Evelyn  B.  Ford  (1914)  died  in  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts, March  23,  1932,  and  his  funeral  was  held  at  New  Haven, 
March  25,  1932.  Delay  in  the  information  reaching  the  Lodge  was 
the  reason  for  the  Lodge's  failure  to  participate  in  the  funeral. 

Official  cognizance  was  taken  of  the  "Great  Depression"  at  the 
communication  of  May  4,  1932,  when  the  District  Deputy,  R.  Roy 
Thomson,  discussing  dues  delinquencies  urged  "that  the  Lodge  be 
as  lenient  as  possible  with  Brethren  suffering  from  the  business  de- 
pression." Total  Lodge  membership  had  recorded  a  slight  de- 
crease in  each  of  the  preceding  several  years  apparently  due  more 
to  reduction  in  the  number  of  candidates  and  to  death  than  to 
suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues. 

The  annual  meeting  of  December  7,  1932,  moved  the  elective 
"line"  officers  up  one  step  making  Dwight  H.  Stoughton  Master, 
George  A.  Wardinski  Senior  Warden  and  Howard  B.  Phelon 
Junior  Warden.  When  the  appointive  officers  were  promoted 
Arthur  M.  Grayson  was  named  to  the  vacant  station  of  the  Marshal. 

The  depression  which  was  becoming  increasingly  burdensome 
in  all  walks  of  life  required  special  action  January  4,  1933,  when 
a  duly  warned  communication  made  an  appropriation  from  the 
Trustees'  funds  to  meet  current  costs  of  operating  the  Lodge. 

Past  Master  William  H.  Nugent  (1910)  died  at  Greenfield, 
Massachusetts,  January  15,  1933.  Funeral  services  in  Hartford 
with  Masonic  services  as  well,  were  followed  by  burial  in  Essex, 
the  town  where  he  had  spent  his  boyhood. 

At  its  annual  "Old  Timers'  Night"  on  March  22,  1933,  the 
Lodge  held  an  informal  reception  in  honor  of  Past  Master  William 
Ellis  Hanmer  (1920)  who  was  appointed  Grand  Junior  Steward  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  at  the  February  1  meeting  of  that 
body.  His  most  recent  predecessor  in  the  Grand  Line  from  St. 
John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  was  Past  Master  Leonard  A.  Dickinson  (1870) 
who  was  Grand  Junior  Warden  in  1886  but  who  did  not  go 
further.  Of  course,  Past  Master  Joseph  K.  Wheeler  (1866)  oc- 
cupied the  Grand  Secretaryship  from  May  9,  1867,  until  his 
death,  September  10,  1894. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  December  6,  1933,  the  following  line 
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of  officers  was  elected  and  appointed:   George  A.   Wardinski  as 
Master,  Howard  B.  Phelon  and  Frederick  L.  Clark  ;is  Ward- 
Robert  H.  Weir  and  Frank  E.  Bohman  as  Deacons,  Frederick  ( • 
Reincke  and  Arthur  M.  Grayson  as  Steward-,  and  ( ..  Arthw  I.antz 
as  Marshal. 

The  problems  of  constantly  declining  income  caused  by  the 
depression  which  was  then  at  its  low  point  required  um-  ol   m 
reserve  funds.  This  was  approved  by  the  Lodge  which  also  voted 
its  usual  charitable  contributions  without  reduction. 

The  changed  economic  conditions  and  the  reduced  number  of 
applicants  caused  a  survey  of  the  fees  being  charged  initiates  and 
affiliates.  A  committee  was  named  January  10,  1934,  to  consider 
the  matter  and  report  recommendations  to  the  next  annual  meet- 
ing. In  anticipation  of  this  report  and  to  meet  by-lawr  requirements 
on  amendments  a  by-law  change  to  establish  the  newT  fees  was 
presented  to  the  Lodge  November  21,  1934. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  December  5,  1934,  the  fees  were 
dropped  to  sixty  dollars  for  the  Lodge  plus  Grand  Lodge  fees  and 
assessments. 

Three  applicants  received  all  their  degrees  during  1934  and 
one  other  received  two  degrees. 

The  officers  elected  at  the  annual  communication  on  Decem- 
ber 5,  1934,  Worshipful  Master  Howard  B.  Phelon,  Senior  Warden 
Frederick  L.  Clark,  Junior  Warden  Robert  H.  Weir,  Treasurer 
Herbert  Spencer  and  Secretary  John  Dunlop  were  installed  on 
December  12.  The  appointive  officers  installed  with  them  were 
Senior  Deacon  Frank  E.  Bohman,  Junior  Deacon  Frederick  G. 
Reincke,  Senior  Steward  Arthur  M.  Grayson,  Junior  Steward  C. 
Arthur  Lantz  and  Marshal  Harlan  F.  Torrey. 

On  March  27,  1935,  J.  Powell  Schunder,  then  Junior  Council- 
lor of  Charter  Oak  Chapter,  Order  of  de  Molay,  appeared  with  his 
fellow  de  Molay  officers  in  the  Lodge  which  he  was  to  head  ten 
years  later. 

The  first  of  three  Past  Masters  to  die  in  the  year  was  Theodore 
H.  Goodrich  (1898)  wTho  passed  away  on  March  31,  1935.  The 
second  wTas  A.  C.  J.  Williams  (1899)  who  died  on  October  8,  1935, 
and  was  buried  with  Masonic  honors  October  1 1 .  The  third, 
Edwrard  Eberle  (1901)  died  on  December  14,  1935. 

The  petition  for  a  charter  in  NewTington  came  before  St.  John's 
Lodge,  No.  4,  on  April  10,  1935,  wmen  the  Lodge  voted  to  forward 
its  approval  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

A  preliminary  committee  to  begin  plans  for  observance  of  the 
one  hundred  seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  the  Lodge  was  named  on 
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May  29,  1935-  Appointed  were  Junior  Warden  Weir,  Senior  Dea- 
con Bohman,  Junior  Deacon  Reincke  and  Brothers  George  S. 
Dunkelberger  and  Walter  F.  Stiles. 

The  annual  meeting  of  December  4,  1935,  named  Frederick  L. 
Clark  as  Master,  Robert  H.  Weir  and  Frank  E.  Bohman  as  Ward- 
ens. Appointive  officers  for  1936  were:  Frederick  G.  Reincke  and 
Arthur  M.  Grayson,  Deacons;  C.  Arthur  Lantz  and  Harlan  F. 
Torrey,  Stewards,  and  William  J.  Maxwell,  Marshal.  All  were  in- 
stalled December  11,  1935. 

Grand  Master  Ernest  L.  Prann  and  eleven  members  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  staff  were  present  January  8,  1936,  at  which  time 
Past  Master  Clinton  G.  Nichols,  then  Grand  Monarch  of  the 
"Grotto,"  created  the  Grand  Master  a  "Prophet  at  Sight"  in  rec- 
ognition of  his  services  to  the  craft. 

Past  Master  Clifford  O.  Moore  (1911)  died  at  Groton  April  30, 
1936,  and  was  buried  at  Cedar  Hill  Cemetery,  Hartford,  on  May  2, 
1936,  with  Masonic  honors  by  officers  of  his  Lodge. 

May  13,  1936,  was  devoted  to  honoring  Past  Master  Curtis  P. 
Gladding  (1896)  whose  service  as  Master  was  forty  years  before. 
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XV 
A  CENTURY  AND  THREE-QUARTERS 


R. 


.OBERT  H.  WEIR  was  elected  Master  on  December  2,  1936, 
to  serve  the  Lodge  at  the  time  of  its  175th  Anniversary.  The  Ward- 
ens elected  were  Frank  E.  Bohman  and  Frederick  G.  Reincke. 
Treasurer  Spencer  and  Secretary  Dunlop  were  reelected.  They 
were  installed  December  9,  1936,  with  the  following  appointive 
officers:  Arthur  M.  Grayson  and  C.  Arthur  Lantz,  Deacons,  Harlan 
F.  Torrey  and  William  J.  Maxwell,  Stewards,  and  Edward  M. 
Hume,  Marshal. 

Past  Master  George  E.  Cox  (1909)  died  on  December  17,  1936, 
and  was  buried  with  Masonic  honors  by  the  Lodge  on  December 
19,  1936. 

The  communication  of  February  24,  1937,  authorized  the  first 
three  officers  to  expend  "not  to  exceed  three  thousand  dollars"  to 
cover  the  cost  of  the  175th  Anniversary  observance  and  the  printing 
of  the  history  prepared  by  Brother  George  S.  Dunkelberger. 

It  was  decided  to  hold  the  formal  ceremonial  observance  of  the 
175th  Anniversary  of  the  Lodge  in  October  and  to  hold  "Old 
Timers'  Night"  at  the  communication  of  March  17,  four  days  prior 
to  the  actual  birthday. 

At  Old  Timers'  Night  the  Master  was  authorized  by  vote  of 
the  Lodge  to  place  the  original  charter  from  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
the  custody  of  the  State  Librarian.  The  Lodge  uses  a  Grand  Lodge 
duplicate  for  normal  purposes. 

The  celebration  of  the  175th  Anniversary  began  Friday 
evening,  October  8,  1937,  with  a  banquet  in  the  Hotel  Bond.  Carl 
H.  Claudy  of  the  Masonic  Service  Association  was  the  principal 
speaker.  The  other  five  New  England  Grand  Lodges  and  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  York  were  represented  as  were  the  other  Lodges  in 
Hartford.  Saturday  evening  October  9,  1937,  the  scene  shifted  to 
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Foot  Guard  Hall  where  1,200  brethren  (the  capacity  of  the  hall) 
attended  a  special  communication  at  which  members  of  Pacific 
Lodge,  No.  233,  of  New  York  City,  portrayed  "The  Drama  of  the 
Widow's  Son."  Brother  Frank  V.  Chameroy  was  the  candidate 
raised  at  this  communication. 

Sunday  morning,  October  10,  1937,  was  devoted  to  religious 
observance  of  the  Anniversary  at  Christ  Church  Cathedral  and 
that  afternoon  saw  historical  exercises  at  Horace  Bushnell  Memo- 
rial Hall. 

On  October  13  and  20  the  Lodge  voted  the  necessary  final 
financial  arrangements  to  cover  the  cost  of  all  the  activities. 

November  17,  1937,  was  devoted  to  observance  of  Past  Masters' 
Night  with  Grand  Junior  Warden  William  E.  Hanmer  heading 
the  officers  of  the  evening. 

Frank  E.  Bohman,  Frederick  G.  Reincke  and  Arthur  M.  Gray- 
son were  elected  Master  and  Wardens  in  that  order  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  December  1,  1937.  The  Treasurer  and  Secretary  were 
reelected.  Appointive  officers  named  prior  to  the  installation  on 
December  8  were  C.  Arthur  Lantz  and  Harlan  F.  Torrey,  Deacons, 
William  J.  Maxwell  and  Edward  H.  Hume,  Stewards  and  John  J. 
B.  Wiley,  Marshal. 

Military  Night  on  March  16,  1938,  had  a  slightly  more  elaborate 
program  than  usual  because  Grand  Master  Morris  B.  Payne  was 
also  Major  General  Morris  B.  Payne  in  command  of  the  43rd 
Division  in  which  the  candidate,  Lieut.  James  MacG.  Prentice  and 
the  majority  of  the  visiting  officers  served.  Captain  and  Senior 
Warden  Frederick  G.  Reincke  was  in  the  East  and  Captain  and 
Junior  Warden  Arthur  M.  Grayson  served  as  Senior  Deacon  in  the 
same  manner  as  Major  General  and  Past  Master  Reincke  and 
Brigadier  General  and  Past  Master  Grayson  continue  in  the  same 
capacity  twenty-three  years  later  (1961).  In  1938  Grand  Master 
Payne  was  the  speaker  following  the  degree  exemplification. 

Enough  officers  and  members  were  present  Wednesday,  Sep- 
tember 21,  1938,  to  open  Lodge.  Worshipful  Master  Frank  E. 
Bohman  presided.  The  Secretary's  record  tells  the  story  simply: 

"There  was  no  degree  work  this  evening." 

That  afternoon  was  the  one  of  the  famous  "Hurricane  of  1938." 

The  Lodse  advanced  Frederick  G.  Reincke  to  the  East  on 
December  7,  1938.  The  Wardens  named  were  Arthur  M.  Grayson 
and  C.  Arthur  Lantz.  The  Treasurer  and  Secretary  were  again 
reelected.  The  Deacons  appointed  for  the  new  term  were  Harlan 
F.  Torrey  and  William  J.  Maxwell,  the  Stewards,  John  J.  B. 
Wiley  and  Frank  S.  Gocher  and  the  Marshal,  Frederick  J.  Links. 
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May  10,  1939,  was  notable  for  the  conferral  <>\  the  Mastei 
Mason  degree  on  a  father  and  his  son  by  a  team  of  offi«  ers  headed 
by  a  Past  Grand  Masier  and  consisting  solely  of  members  o\  the 
state  legislature.  The  then  Governor,  Raymond  E.  Baldwin,  and 
Grand  Master  Thomas  H.  Desmond  with  his  suite  were  guests  of 
honor. 

Past  Grand  Master  Morris  B.  Payne  and  his  corps  of  officers  con- 
ferred the  degree  on  Ernest  L.  Averill,  former  Deputy  Attorney 
General  of  the  State,  and  his  son  William  P.  Averill,  then  clerk 
of  the  House. 

Arthur  M.  Grayson  was  elected  Master  on  December  6,  1939, 
and  with  him  C.  Arthur  Lantz  and  Harlan  F.  Torrey  as  Wardens. 
The  Secretary  and  Treasurer  were  reelected.  The  appointive  of- 
ficers named  on  installation  nigrht,  December  12,  were  Frank  S. 
Gocher  and  John  J.  B.  Wiley,  Deacons,  David  Bidmead  and 
Frederick  J.  Links,  Stewards,  and  Harold  R.  Noack,  Marshal. 

Past  Master  William  Ellis  Hanmer  was  elected  Grand  Master 
of  Masons  in  Connecticut  on  February  7,  1940,  almost  eighty-five 
years  after  his  predecessor  in  the  Grand  East,  Theodore  Spencer, 
had  been  selected  from  St.  John's,  No.  4.  The  Lodge  took  official 
cognizance  of  the  distinction  with  a  testimonial  dinner  at  the  Hart- 
ford Club  on  March  2,  1940.  Grand  Master  Hanmer  made  an  of- 
ficial visit  to  his  home  Lodge  March  27,  1940. 

The  shadow  of  World  War  Two  appears  in  the  minutes  of 
November  13,  1940,  when  the  Master  reported  that  Past  Master 
Reincke  had  been  ordered  to  Fort  Benning,  Georgia,  for  "intensive 
training"  as  part  of  the  "United  States  defense  program." 

The  annual  communication  of  December  4,  1940,  elected  C. 
Arthur  Lantz,  Master;  Harlan  F.  Torrey,  Senior  Warden,  and 
Frank  S.  Gocher,  Junior  Warden.  David  M.  Bidmead  and  Fred- 
erick J.  Links  were  appointed  Deacons,  Harold  Noack  and  Edward 
F.  Crosby,  Stewards,  and  J.  Powell  Schunder,  Jr.,  Marshal. 

At  the  installation  on  December  11,  1940,  Past  Master  Curtis 
P.  Gladding  was  presented  with  a  50-year  membership  pin. 

The  recently  retired  Grand  Master,  William  E.  Hanmer,  as 
Past  Master  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  presided  on  Past  Masters' 
Night,  February  22,  1941,  assisted  by  the  officers  who  had  served 
with  him  in  the  Lodge  in  1920,  as  far  as  that  was  possible. 

Past  Master  Reincke  and  Senior  Steward  Noack  were  reported 
on  Army  duty  on  April  16,  1 94 1 . 

St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  approved  on  June  18,  1941,  the  ap- 
plication for  a  new  Lodge  in  Hartford  which  was  chartered  on 
February  5,  1942,  as  Philosophic  Lodge  of  Research.  The  approval 
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was  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Master.  The  same  communication 
made  an  appropriation  to  the  Masonic  Service  Association  "for 
service  to  the  boys  in  the  Armed  Forces  of  the  United  States." 
World  War  Two  was  in  progress  and  American  involvement  obvi- 
ously certain. 

Harlan  F.  Torrey  was  elected  Master  and  Frank  S.  Gocher  and 
Frederick  J.  Links  were  named  Wardens  at  the  annual  communica- 
tion of  December  3,  1941.  Senior  Deacon  David  M.  Bidmead  had 
entered  the  armed  forces  of  his  native  Great  Britain  during  the 
year.  The  Treasurer  and  Secretary  were  reelected.  Due  to  an  opera- 
tion and  convalescence  Brother  Torrey  was  not  installed  until 
January  7,  1942.  This  ceremony  covered  the  elective  officers  and 
the  following  appointive  officers:  Charles  B.  Beach  as  Senior  Dea- 
con, J.  Powell  Schunder,  Jr.,  and  Richard  G.  Gould  as  Stewards 
and  Harry  H.  Young  as  Marshal.  The  Junior  Deacon's  station  was 
held  open  for  a  former  officer  expected  to  return  from  duty  with 
the  armed  forces. 

During  the  summer  of  1942,  Senior  Deacon  Charles  B.  Beach 
entered  the  armed  forces.  This  was  reported  to  the  Lodge  on  Sep- 
tember 2,  1942.  Herbert  A.  Huffield  was  designated  Senior  Deacon 
pro  tempore  and  continued  to  serve  for  the  balance  of  the  year. 
Ruell  H.  Webster  acted  as  Junior  Steward  from  September  16  to 
the  end  of  the  1942  term  in  place  of  Richard  G.  Gould  who  had 
entered  the  Navy. 

Past  Master  Ervin  L.  Furrey  (1904)  died  October  20,  1942. 

Senior  Warden  Gocher,  Junior  Warden  Links  and  Senior 
Steward  J.  Powell  Schunder,  Jr.,  were  elected  to  the  first  three 
stations  in  the  Lodge  on  December  2,  1942,  and  the  Treasurer  and 
Secretary  were  reelected.  Herbert  A.  Huffield  was  appointed  Senior 
Deacon  and  Ruell  C.  Webster,  Junior  Deacon.  Lloyd  C.  Loomis 
was  named  Senior  Steward  and  Harry  H.  Young,  Marshal. 

Past  Master  Curtis  P.  Gladding,  senior  Past  Master  of  the 
Lodge  (1896),  died  February  25,  1943.  He  was  raised  October  1, 
1890. 

Past  Master  William  J.  Reid  (1917),  died  March  8,  1943.  He 
was  raised  April  13,  1910. 

Death  claimed  Treasurer  Herbert  Spencer  on  May  6,  1943,  after 
an  illness  of  several  months  duration.  He  was  raised  June  11,  1919, 
and  had  first  been  elected  Treasurer  December  4,  1929. 

During  the  Winter  and  Spring  of  1943  Worshipful  Master 
Gocher  was  prevented  from  attending  regularly  by  a  severe  case  of 
rheumatic  fever.  When  Lodge  resumed  in  September  he  was  still 
under  medical  care  and  was  able  to  preside  only  intermittently. 
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Senior  Warden  Links  acted  in  his  stead.  The  Mastei  presided  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  December  1,  19 j;;,  when  Sciiioi  Warden 
Links  was  advanced.  The  new  Wardens  were  J.  Powell  &  hunder, 
Jr.,  and  Harry  H.  Young.  Past  Master  I. mi/  who  had  assisted 
Treasurer  Spencer  during  his  illness  was  elected  to  thai  office  in 
his  own  right.  The  appointive  officers  for  the  new  year  (1944)  were: 
Lloyd  C.  Loomis  and  Clarence  O.  Larson  as  Deacons,  Robert  W. 
Hunter  and  Richard  G.  Gould  as  Stewards  and  John  G.  Chisholm 
as  Marshal. 

After  the  officers  were  installed  on  December  8  the  Lodge 
turned  its  attention  to  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  which  tells  its 
own  story: 

"Resolved  by  the  Lodge:  That  we  hereby  express  our  sincere 
and  deep  heartfelt  thanks  to  Worshipful  Brother  Frederick  G. 
Reincke,  Past  Master  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  A.  F.  k  A.  M., 
(now  Lieutenant  Colonel,  United  States  Army,)  for  his  splendid 
and  heroic  work  in  helping  to  drive  the  enemy  from  his  stronghold 
in  the  Solomon  Islands. 

"Seldom  comes  the  opportunity  to  any  man  to  review  with 
satisfaction  the  results  of  service  to  his  state  and  country. 

"We  express  our  heartfelt  gratitude  and  deep  admiration  for 
his  entire  Command  for  their  heroic  deeds  in  the  New  Georgia 
campaign. 

"We  profess  no  ordinary  or  casual  friendship  and  brotherly  love 
for  Worshipful  Brother  Frederick  G.  Reincke  and  are  indeed 
deeply  pleased  that  he  has  been  honored  as  the  recipient  of  the 
'legion  of  merit'  by  the  War  Department. 

"With  a  sense  of  deep  and  profound  thanks  for  his  safe  return 
to  us  and  for  knowing  him,  with  mingled  emotions  of  respect, 
esteem  and  friendship,  we  proudly  resolve  that  this  testimonial  be 
spread  upon  the  records  of  the  Lodge  and  that  a  copy  of  the  same 
be  transmitted  to  Worshipful  Brother  Frederick  G.  Reincke." 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  and  ordered  en- 
grossed. 

The  minutes  of  March  29,  1944,  mention  still  another  member 
of  de  Molay  who  subsequently  became  a  member  and  master  of  St. 
John's  Lodge.  Gilbert  Ford,  Master  Councillor  of  Charter  Oak 
Chapter  in  1944  and  Master  of  St.  John's  in  1961,  grandson  of  Past 
Master  Evelyn  B.  Ford  (1914),  presided  when  his  Chapter  pre- 
sented their  degree  work  for  the  Lodge. 

Past  Master  Harold  D.  Fail  weather  (1917)  died  on  May  13, 
1944,  and  the  Lodge  was  advised  May  17. 
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The  year  1944  was  one  of  those  in  which  the  effect  of  the  "war- 
time boom"  in  membership  became  apparent  with  47  receiving 
the  Master  Mason  degree.  The  annual  meeting  on  December  6 
elected  J.  Powell  Schunder,  Jr.,  Master  for  the  1945  term.  The 
other  officers  elected  and  appointed  in  "the  line"  were  Harry  H. 
Young,  Senior  Warden;  Robert  W.  Hunter,  Junior  Warden;  C. 
Arthur  Lantz,  Treasurer;  John  Dunlop,  Secretary  (for  his  thirtieth 
year);  Lloyd  C.  Loomis,  Senior  Deacon;  Clarence  O.  Larson, 
Junior  Deacon;  Richard  G.  Gould,  Senior  Steward;  John  G. 
Chisholm,  Junior  Steward,  and  Stuart  R.  Kibbe,  Marshal. 

The  death  of  Past  Master  Dwight  H.  Stoughton  (1933)  on 
December  16,  1944,  was  reported  to  the  Lodge  on  December  20. 

The  death  of  Brother  President  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt  on 
April  12,  1945,  was  formally  recognized  by  the  Lodge  at  its  com- 
munication on  April  18. 

Two  teams  of  visiting  officers,  the  first  such  event  recorded, 
were  present  at  the  communication  of  April  25,  1945.  The  Con- 
necticut State  Highway  Department  corps  of  officers  worked  the 
first  half  of  the  Master  Mason  degree  and  the  second  half  was 
exemplified  by  the  American  Legion  Past  Masters'  Association  of 
New  Haven  County.  Past  Master  George  E.  Anderson  of  Warren 
Lodge,  No.  51  of  Portland  headed  the  Highway  group  and  Past 
Master  Albert  S.  Fabian  of  Connecticut  Rock  Lodge,  No.  92,  of 
New  Haven,  the  American  Legion  group.  The  candidate  was 
William  C.  Murray,  a  member  of  the  State  Highway  Department 
and  a  past  state  officer  of  the  American  Legion. 

At  the  September  12,  1945,  communication  the  Master  re- 
ported the  death  of  Robert  H.  Prutting  on  September  5,  and  of 
Rev.  Herbert  Judson  White,  D.  D.,  on  September  6.  Brother  Prut- 
ting had  been  Lodge  Organist  for  thirty-seven  years  and  Brother 
White  had  served  as  Chaplain  for  several  years  after  he  affiliated  in 
1910.  Samuel  G.  Ramette  succeeded  Brother  Prutting  as  Organist. 

The  Lodge  honored  Past  Master  Irving  E.  Partridge,  Jr.,  with 
a  dinner  at  the  Hartford  Club,  November  15,  1945,  marking  his 
elevation  to  the  Thirty-third  degree  in  the  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite. 

Harry  H.  Young  was  elected  Master  on  December  5,  1945.  The 
Wardens  were  Robert  W.  Hunter  and  Lloyd  C.  Loomis.  The 
Treasurer  and  Secretary  were  reelected  and  the  appointive  officers 
for  1946  were  David  Bidmead,  Senior  Deacon;  Richard  G.  Gould, 
Junior  Deacon;  Edward  H.  Crosby,  Senior  Steward;  Stuart  R. 
Kibbe,  Junior  Steward,  and  Herbert  A.  Huffield,  Marshal.  Brothers 
Bidmead,  Crosby  and  Huffield  were  returning  to  the  line  of  officers 
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from  which  they  had  dropped  to  enter  service  during  World  Wai 
Two.  Special  notice  was  taken  ol  the  services  of  Past  Masters 
Reincke,  Grayson,  Wardinski  and  Be<  kwith-Ewell,  all  of  whom  had 
gone  into  war  service  with  the  169th  Infantry.  J  he  resolution 
commending  Past  Master  Reincke  which  was  adopted  in  1943,  was 
presented  to  him  in  engrossed  form. 

Three  veterans  of  World  War  Two  received  their  Master 
Mason  degrees  May  15,  1946,  at  the  hands  of  a  military  team, 
largely  World  War  Two  veterans,  which  was  headed  by  Pasl  Master 
Frederick  G.  Reincke.  The  candidates  were  Zaven  C.  Kurkjian. 
William  N.  Lindsay,  Jr.,  and  Edward  C.  Eaton,  3rd. 

The  death  of  Past  Master  William  C.  Welling  (1921)  on  August 
18,  1946,  was  reported  to  the  Lodge  at  its  September  4,  1946,  com- 
munication. 

The  annual  meeting  of  December  4,  1 946,  advanced  Robert  W. 
Hunter  to  Master,  Lloyd  C.  Loomis  to  Senior  Wrarden  and  David 
Bidmead  to  Junior  Warden.  The  Treasurer  and  Secretary  con- 
tinued. The  appointive  officers  were  Richard  G.  Gould  as  Senior 
Deacon;  Edward  H.  Crosby,  Junior  Deacon;  Stuart  R.  Kibbe. 
Senior  Steward;  Herbert  A.  Huffield,  Junior  Steward,  and  William 
Orkney  as  Marshal. 

The  year  1947  was  notable  for  two  situations.  Both  Wardens, 
because  of  demands  of  business,  were  unable  to  complete  their 
terms  or  accept  advancement.  Junior  Warden  Bidmead  was  trans- 
ferred to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  by  his  company  and  bade  the  Lodge 
farewell  by  presiding  over  the  conferral  of  a  Master  Mason  degree 
on  January  29,  1947.  Senior  Warden  Loomis  was  confronted  by  a 
business  change  requiring  him  to  be  absent  from  the  city  on  a 
number  of  communication  dates.  He  last  occupied  his  station  on 
September  3,  1947.  Senior  Steward  Huffield.  who  had  served  as 
Senior  Deacon  before  his  war  service,  filled  the  Junior  Warden's 
station  after  the  departure  of  Junior  Warden  Bidmead.  Junior 
officers  were  "moved  up"  and  William  C.  Murray  served  as  acting 
Marshal  until  September.  After  the  departure  of  Senior  Warden 
Loomis,  Brother  Huffield  presided  at  the  conferral  of  each  of  the 
three  degrees  and  otherwise  served  in  one  or  the  other  of  the 
Wardens'  stations  with  Past  Master  Harry  H.  Young  acting  for  the 
other  Warden.  Brother  Murray  acted  as  Junior  Steward  and  Wen- 
dell F.  Koger  as  Marshal. 

The  other  notable  situation  was  the  election  of  three  brothers 
to  membership,  and  their  receipt  of  each  of  the  degrees  as  a  trio. 
William  Carter  Weeks,  Herbert  Stewart  Weeks,  Jr.,  and  George 
Wright  Weeks  were  elected  to  receive  the  degrees  on  January  S. 
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initiated  as  Entered  Apprentices  on  January  15,  given  their  Fellow- 
craft  degrees  on  February  12  and  their  Master  Mason  degrees  on 
March  19,  1947.  George  W.  Weeks  was  destined  to  be  Master  of 
the  Lodge  in  1955. 

Visiting  groups  of  officers  exemplifying  degree  work  during  the 
year  represented  the  Hartford  County  Medical  Association,  Wyllys 
Lodge,  No.  99,  of  West  Hartford,  Washington  Lodge,  No.  70,  of 
Windsor,  Esoteric  Lodge  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  a  complete 
military  team  headed  by  Past  Master  Grayson,  a  team  of  brethren 
who  were  also  members  of  King  David  Lodge,  I.O.O.F.,  of  Man- 
chester, the  Travelers  Square  Club  of  Hartford,  and  Thirty-third 
degree  Scottish  Rite  members  who  were  Past  Masters  of  their  re- 
spective Lodges. 

On  December  3,  1947,  the  Lodge,  acting  under  dispensation 
granted  by  Grand  Master  Charles  J.  Ramage,  elected  Herbert  A. 
Huffield  as  Master.  Richard  G.  Gould  and  Edward  H.  Crosby  were 
named  Wardens.  The  appointive  officers  were  Stuart  R.  Kibbe, 
Senior  Deacon;  William  Orkney,  Junior  Deacon;  William  C.  Mur- 
ray, Senior  Steward;  Wendell  F.  Koger,  Junior  Steward,  and 
George  W.  Weeks,  Marshal. 

Exchanges  of  visits  with  Wyllys  Lodge,  No.  99,  of  West  Hart- 
ford, and  Esoteric  Lodge  of  Springfield,  continued  and  a  series  of 
exchanges  with  Level  Lodge,  No.  137,  of  Hartford,  were  begun  on 
September  8,  1948.  On  November  17,  1948,  Past  Grand  Master 
Thomas  H.  Desmond  and  a  corps  of  officers  from  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Parks  and  Forests  raised  their  fellow-worker,  William  F. 
Schreeder,  who  was  also  destined  to  head  St.  John's  Lodge  as  Mas- 
ter. 

The  Lodge  took  cognizance  of  the  bestowal  by  the  Ancient  Ac- 
cepted Scottish  Rite  of  an  Honorary  Thirty-third  Degree  on  Past 
Master  and  Past  Grand  Master  William  E.  Hanmer.  The  Lodge- 
sponsored  banquet  was  held  at  the  Hotel  Bond  on  January  16, 
1948,  and  attended  not  only  by  St.  John's  brethren  but  by  leading 
figures  in  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  A.  A.  S.  R. 

Senior  Warden  Gould,  Junior  Warden  Crosby  and  Senior  Dea- 
con Kibbe  were  elected  to  advance  one  station  each  at  the  annual 
communication  of  December  1,  1948.  The  appointive  "line"  offi- 
cers were  each  advanced  one  station  and  William  T.  Ebersold  was 
appointed  Marshal  at  the  installation  on  December  8. 

Death  claimed  three  Past  Masters  during  1949.  Past  Master 
Robert  M.  Yergason  (1927)  died  on  March  24,  1949,  and  was  buried 
on  March  28  with  Masonic  honors  by  the  Past  Masters  acting  for 
the  Lodge  officers.  Past  Master  J.  Francis  Brydon  (1930)  died  at  his 
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home  in  Torrington  on  June  6,  1949.  Past  Mastei  Garret  I). 
Brower  died  on  June  20,  1949.  The  author  of  the  175th  Anniver- 
sary history  of  the  Lodge,  George  S.  Dunkelberger,  died  011  No- 
vember 11,  1949,  and  was  given  Masonic  honors  at  a  service  on 

November  12. 

The  Lodge  exchanged  fraternal  visiis  with  St.  John's  Lodge, 
No.  41,  of  Springfield,  Vermont;  Esoteric  Lodge  of  Springfield, 
Massachusetts;  Wyllys  Lodge,  No.  99,  of  West  Hartford  and  Level 
Lodge,  No.  137,  of  Hartford.  In  addition  it  played  host  to  two 
visits  of  the  Travelers  Square  Club. 

Grand  Master  Phillip  J.  Jones  visited  the  Lodge  twice  during 
his  term.  The  first  time  he  was  accompanied  by  Past  Grand  Master 
Louis  S.  Thomas  who  acted  for  the  Grand  Lodge  in  presenting  the 
Pierpont  Edwards  Medal  for  distinguished  Masonic  service  to  Past 
Master  William  O.  Shelley  (1903)  on  June  29,  1949.  The  second 
visit  of  Grand  Master  Jones  was  on  October  29  when  the  Vermont 
brethren  visited  Hartford. 

The  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  named  Past  Master  Irving 
E.  Partridge,  Jr.,  an  Active  member  of  its  Supreme  Council,  Sep- 
tember 29,  1949,  to  succeed  Chauncey  H.  Clements  of  New  Haven 
who  had  been  named  Deputy  for  Connecticut. 

Edward  H.  Crosby  was  elected  to  succeed  Richard  G.  Gould  as 
Master  on  December  7,  1949.  Brothers  Kibbe  and  Orkney  were 
named  Wardens.  On  December  14,  1949,  Past  Masters  of  various 
Lodges,  including  Past  Grand  Masters  Hanmer  and  Thomas  H. 
Desmond,  acting  as  officers  of  Philosophic  Lodge  of  Research,  filled 
the  various  stations  for  the  purpose  of  installing  the  officers  of  St. 
John's  Lodge,  No.  4. 

At  the  installation  the  appointive  line  officers  were  advanced 
and  Ralph  G.  Kenneson  was  named  Marshal.  Ernest  De  C.  Stager 
was  named  Tyler  to  succeed  George  A.  Loomis. 

Past  Master  Irving  E.  Partridge,  Jr.,  (1931)  who  had  been  an 
Honorary  Thirty-third  in  the  A.  A.  S.  R.  since  September  26.  1945, 
and  advanced  to  Active  membership  in  the  Supreme  Council  Sep- 
tember 29,  1949,  was  honored  by  the  Lodge  at  a  dinner  at  the  Hart- 
ford Club  June  15,  1950.  Large  representation  from  the  A.  A.  S.  R. 
and  the  Lodges  in  the  Hartford  area  joined  the  St.  John's  member- 
ship at  the  affair. 

An  exchange  of  visits  with  Frederick  Lodge,  No.  14,  of  Plain- 
ville  starting  on  June  6,  1950,  was  added  to  the  schedule.  Frederick 
Lodge  officers  visited  Hartford  October  25,  1950.  The  other  cus- 
tomary exchanges  took  place  with  the  Lodges  at  the  two  Spring- 
fields,  Wyllys,  No.  99,  and  Level,  No.  137. 
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Stuart  R.  Kibbe  was  elected  to  be  Master,  William  Orkney  to 
be  Senior  Warden  and  William  C.  Murray  to  be  Junior  Warden  on 
December  6,  1950.  John  Dunlop  who  was  completing  his  thirty- 
fifth  year  of  service  was  reelected  Secretary  and  C.  Arthur  Lantz 
was  elected  to  begin  his  eighth  year  as  Treasurer.  The  appointive 
officers  in  the  line  for  1951  were  Wendell  F.  Koger  and  George  W. 
Weeks  as  Deacons,  William  T.  Ebersold  and  Ralph  G.  Kenneson  as 
Stewards  and  William  Foster  Schreeder  as  Marshal. 

At  the  close  of  World  War  Two  a  committee  of  Past  Masters 
was  charged  with  coding  the  work  to  assure  continued  accuracy 
in  the  future.  This  group  had  the  assistance  of  fellow  Past  Masters 
whose  familiarity  with  the  ritual  in  some  cases  covered  a  half- 
century.  The  task  was  completed  and  the  coded  work  was  made 
available  to  the  incumbent  officers  at  the  beginning  of  the  1951 
term. 

Past  Master  Starr  L.  Beckwith-Ewell  (1928)  died  May  13,  1951, 
after  a  long  illness.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  with  full  Ma- 
sonic honors  by  Past  Masters  Grayson,  Young,  Lantz,  Barnard, 
Links,  Partridge,  Bohman,  Hanmer,  Crocker,  Dunlop  of  St.  John's, 
White  of  Apollo,  No.  59,  and  Greenleaf  of  Euclid,  No.  109. 
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XVI 
THE  TWENTIETH  DECADE 


Th 


HE  annual  communication  of  December  5,  1951,  advanced 
Brothers  Orkney,  Murray  and  Koger  to  Master,  Senior  and  Junior 
Warden,  respectively.  The  appointive  officers  were  advanced  on 
December  12,  1951,  and  Edward  P.  Tucker  was  named  Marshal. 

Past  Master  Clinton  G.  Nichols  (1915)  died  January  31,  1952. 
He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Lodge  for  forty-seven  years  and  ac- 
tive in  its  work  for  the  major  part  of  that  time. 

A  memorial  service  organized  by  Junior  Warden  Koger  was 
presented  on  March  19,  1952,  when  the  Lodge  marked  its  190th 
Anniversary.  Past  Master  Benjamin  B.  Crocker  presented  illumi- 
nated replicas  of  the  illustrations  and  lettering  placed  in  the  trav- 
eling Bible  which  now  reposes  in  the  archives  of  the  George  Wash- 
ington Memorial  at  Alexandria,  Virginia.  Past  Master  Edward  H. 
Crosby  presented  a  new  Bible  to  the  Lodge  to  permit  retirement  of 
the  old  and  worn  copy  which  had  been  in  use  since  its  presentation 
by  the  late  Brother  Roy  T.  H.  Barnes  in  1915. 

The  by-laws  were  amended  May  14,  1952,  to  abolish  the  "thirty- 
year  plan"  on  dues  for  all  members  who  enrolled  after  January  1, 

1953- 

On  May  21,  1952,  the  officers  of  Brainard  Lodge,  No.  102,  of 

New  London,  returned  the  fraternal  visit  made  by  St.  John's  offi- 
cers on  March  19.  The  New  London  brethren  were  headed  by  Wil- 
liam Orkney  Stuart  who  was  Master  of  his  Lodge  the  same  year  his 
first  cousin  William  Orkney  headed  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4. 

One  week  later,  on  May  28,  the  Lodge  had  as  guests  a  corps  of 
officers  representing  the  National  Guard  of  Connecticut,  which 
conferred  the  Master  Mason  degree  on  two  fellow  members  of  the 
military. 

At  the  close  of  the  communication  Worshipful  Brother  Orkney 
told  his  Senior  Warden  that  illness  which  had  beset  him  intermit- 
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tently  for  several  years  was  again  active  and  required  that  he  sus- 
pend labor  in  Lodge.  At  the  remaining  communications  in  June 
the  Senior  Warden  presided  over  Lodge  and  his  station  was  filled 
in  turn  by  Past  Masters  Young,  Links  and  Grayson. 

Worshipful  Master  William  Orkney  died  July  29,  1952,  the 
second  Master  to  die  in  office  during  the  190-year  history  of  the 
Lodge.  Seth  E.  Marsh,  twice  Master,  in  1871  and  1872  and  again  in 
1878,  was  the  first.  The  Lodge  conducted  Masonic  funeral  services 
on  August  1,  1952,  with  the  Past  Masters  headed  by  Irving  E.  Part- 
ridge, Jr.,  performing  the  services.  The  bearers  were  Wardens 
Murray  and  Koger,  Deacons  Weeks  and  Ebersold  and  Stewards 
Kenneson  and  Schreeder.  William  O.  Shelley,  dean  of  Past  Mas- 
ters (1903),  acted  as  Chaplain.  Other  Past  Masters  present  were 
Brothers  Hunter,  Clark,  Crocker,  Dunlop,  Hanmer,  Huffield, 
Lantz,  Links,  Reincke,  Schunder  and  Torrey.  Grand  Secretary 
Earle  K.  Haling,  Worshipful  Master  William  Orkney  Stuart  of 
Brainard  Lodge,  No.  102,  and  District  Deputy  R.  L.  Tingley  were 
part  of  the  official  group. 

At  the  opening  of  Lodge  in  September  the  Acting  Master  di- 
rected all  officers  to  advance  one  station  and  designated  Frank  J. 
Prior  to  act  as  Marshal  for  the  balance  of  the  Lodge  year. 

Past  Master  Frank  S.  Gocher  (1943)  who  had  been  in  com- 
paratively poor  health  for  several  years  succumbed  on  November 
4,  1952. 

Brothers  Murray,  Koger  and  Weeks  were  elected  Master, 
Senior  and  Junior  Warden  in  their  own  right  and  the  other  elec- 
tive officers  were  continued  at  the  annual  communication  of  De- 
cember 3,  1952.  On  December  10,  William  T.  Ebersold  was  named 
as  Senior  Deacon,  Ralph  G.  Kenneson  as  Junior  Deacon,  W.  Foster 
Schreeder  and  Edward  P.  Tucker  as  Stewards  and  Frank  J.  Prior 
as  Marshal.  The  group  was  then  installed.  A  set  of  engrossed  resolu- 
tions on  the  service  of  the  late  Master,  William  Orkney,  and  the 
gavel  he  used  in  Lodge  were  presented  to  his  father,  Brother  John 
Orkney,  by  the  Worshipful  Master. 

At  the  December  17,  1952,  communication  Past  Master  Wil- 
liam O.  Shelley  (1903)  was  escorted  into  Lodge  by  Past  Masters 
Young,  Partridge,  Peck,  Grayson,  Warner,  Huffield,  Schunder, 
Hanmer,  Links,  Pierson,  Hunter,  Crosby,  Phelon,  Clark,  Weir  and 
Dunlop.  He  was  greeted  by  the  Master  in  honor  of  his  fiftieth  an- 
niversary as  Master,  his  election  having  taken  place  exactly  one- 
half  century  before,  December  17,  1902.  Past  Master  Shelley  and 
the  Lodge  officers  conferred  the  Entered  Apprentice  degree. 

Past  Master  Frederick  J.  Links  (1944)  was  appointed  District 
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Deputy  of  the  Sixth  Masonic   District  ;it  the  (.i.md  Lodge  sessions 
of  April  1  and  2,  and  was  formally  welcomed  into  his  home  Lo 
on  April  8. 

Past  Master  Edward  H.  Crosby  (1949)  was  sirii  ken  by  death  on 
September  14,  1953,  while  attending  a  meeting  of  anothei  organi- 
zation. All  of  the  officers  of  the  Lodge  attended  the  Masonic  funeral 
services  conducted  for  him  by  Past  Masters  Lantz,  Grayson,  Shelley, 
Crocker,  Phelon,  Bohman,  Reincke,  Links,  Schunder,  Young  and 
Gould. 

During  the  period  he  occupied  the  Master's  station  Brother 
Murray  had  his  station  filled  by  Past  Masters  Shelley,  Crocker. 
Huffield,  Gould,  Kibbe,  Hunter  and  Young.  The  last  two  headed 
full  groups  of  Past  Masters  on  Past  Masters'  nights. 

Wendell  F.  Roger,  George  W.  Weeks  and  William  T.  Ebersold 
were  elected  to  the  first  three  stations  on  December  2,  1953.  The 
Treasurer  and  Secretary  were  reelected.  The  appointive  officers 
were  advanced  in  the  line,  December  9,  1953,  and  Gilbert  H.  Ford, 
Jr.,  was  appointed  Marshal.  Brother  Ford's  grandfather,  Evelyn  B. 
Ford,  had  been  elected  Master  forty  years  before  in  1913. 

The  Lodge  honored  Frederick  R.  Starr  wTith  a  dinner  on  May  5, 
1955.  Brother  Starr,  long  active  in  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite,  had  been  elevated  to  the  Honorary  Thirty-third  Degree  the 
preceding  September. 

At  the  annual  communication  of  December  1 ,  1 954,  the  Lodge 
elected  George  W.  Weeks  to  be  Master,  William  T.  Ebersold  to  be 
Senior  Warden  and  Ralph  G.  Kenneson  to  be  Junior  Warden.  The 
Treasurer  and  Secretary  continued  in  office.  Again  the  other  line 
officers  were  advanced  and  Walter  F.  Jennings  was  appointed  to 
the  Marshal's  station. 

During  the  year  the  regular  exchanges  of  visits  by  St.  John's 
Lodge  with  Wyllys,  No.  99;  Level,  No.  137,  and  Esoteric  Lodge  of 
Springfield,  Massachusetts,  were  continued. 

William  T.  Ebersold  was  elected  Master  December  7,  1955, 
Ralph  G.  Kenneson  and  W.  Foster  Schreeder  were  named  Wardens 
and  Secretary  Dunlop  was  elected  for  his  fortieth  term,  the  longest 
any  officer  of  the  Lodge  had  served  during  its  195  years.  Treasurer 
Lantz  was  reelected  also.  The  matter  of  semi-monthly  meetings  was 
brought  up  for  discussion  at  this  communication.  The  appointive 
officers  were  advanced  December  14,  1955,  and  Ross  W.  DeMay 
was  made  Marshal. 

Past  Master  William  O.  Shelley  (1903)  who  had  served  as  Chap- 
lain in  several  terms  was  installed  Chaplain  Emeritus,  the  first  such 
bestowal  of  that  title  of  honor. 
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The  officers  and  a  delegation  of  Past  Masters  including  Irving 
E.  Partridge,  Jr.  (1931)  opened  the  175th  Anniversary  session  of 
Wooster  Lodge,  No.  10,  of  Colchester  on  June  2,  1956.  Thus  Wor- 
shipful Master  Ebersold  in  honoring  James  Church's  memory  had 
on  his  staff  the  Past  Master  who  had  performed  like  duty  at  the 
150th  Anniversary— Past  Master  Partridge. 

Past  Master  Howard  H.  C.  Bingham  (1897)  died  at  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  July  10,  1956.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Lodge 
for  sixty- five  years. 

Brothers  Kenneson,  Schreeder  and  Tucker  were  elected  to  the 
first  three  offices  on  December  5,  1956,  and  the  following  week, 
December  12,  the  appointive  "line"  officers  were  named  to  the  next 
station  in  each  case.  Donald  H.  Clark  was  appointed  Marshal. 

The  Lodge  adopted  a  resolution  on  January  2,  1957,  expressing 
"sympathy  and  condolence"  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Archdiocese  of 
Hartford  and  the  parishioners  of  St.  Joseph's  Cathedral  on  the  loss 
of  their  cathedral  by  fire. 

Samuel  G.  Ramette  who  had  taken  the  place  of  the  late  Robert 
H.  Prutting,  Lodge  organist,  when  the  latter  died  in  1945,  was 
taken  by  death  on  March  27,  1957.  Masonic  services  for  Brother 
Ramette  were  conducted. 

In  recognition  of  advancing  costs  the  Lodge,  on  September  11, 
1957,  voted  an  increase  in  initiatory  fees  to  become  effective  im- 
mediately. 

William  Foster  Schreeder  was  elected  Master  December  4, 
1957,  and  Brothers  Tucker  and  Prior  were  made  Senior  and  Junior 
Warden,  respectively.  John  Dunlop  was  elected  Secretary  Emeritus, 
completing  his  forty-second  year  in  actual  occupancy  of  the  Secre- 
taryship. Past  Master  Herbert  A.  Huffield  (1948)  was  elected  Secre- 
tary as  his  successor.  Treasurer  Lantz  was  elected  for  his  fifteenth 
term.  Leon  A.  Bradbury  was  appointed  Marshal  and  the  other  ap- 
pointive line  officers  "moved  up"  one  station  each. 

The  death  of  Past  Master  Stuart  R.  Kibbe  (1951)  in  Florida 
was  reported  to  the  Lodge  on  January  8,  1958. 

On  the  death  of  Chauncey  H.  Clements  of  New  Haven,  Deputy 
for  Connecticut  for  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  on  March 
26,  1958,  he  was  succeeded  the  following  day  by  Past  Master  Irving 
E.  Partridge,  Jr.  (1931). 

At  the  Grand  Lodge  session  of  April  2  and  3,  1958,  the  follow- 
ing week,  Past  Master  Partridge  was  again  honored,  this  time  by 
appointment  as  Grand  Junior  Steward. 

"John  Dunlop  Night"  was  observed  in  honor  of  the  Secretary 
Emeritus  on  May  28,  1958,  with  twenty-one  other  Past  Masters  in 
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attendance.  The  latter  served  as  escort  of  honor  to  Pasl   Ma 
Dunlop  when  lie  entered  Lodge.  After  an  extensiw:  program  Wor- 
shipful Brother  Dunlop  closed  Lodge  as  he  had  done  as  Master 
forty-six  years  before. 

The  Lodge  had  its  thirtieth  anniversary  exchange  of  \  isits  with 
Esoteric  Lodge  of  Springfield  and  on  May  29,  195ft,  returned  1  In- 
original  gavel  of  Esoteric  Lodge,  beautifully  cased  and  marked 
with  an  engraved  plate. 

Past  Grand  Master  Phillip  J.  Jones  and  Past  District  Deputy 
Edward  M.  White  were  presented  scrolls  and  paid-up  membership 
cards  as  honorary  members  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  011  Novem- 
ber 26,  1958. 

The  Lodge  had  been  meeting  on  a  weekly  schedule  since  the 
mid-i 840's.  In  the  earlier  part  of  that  decade  meetings  had  been 
missed  but  1848  saw  close  adherence  to  the  schedule  which  was  to 
prevail  with  minor  changes  for  111  years.  Early  in  1958  a  commit- 
tee was  named  to  survey  again  the  recurring  question  of  reducing 
the  schedule  to  two  meetings  each  month.  The  proposed  by-law  was 
submitted  in  advance  and.  the  annual  meeting  of  December  3,  1958, 
adopted  the  change,  effective  in  January,  1959,  providing  regular 
communications  on  the  first  and  third  Wednesdays,  excepting  July 
and  August. 

The  same  annual  meeting  named  Edward  P.  Tucker,  Frank  J. 
Prior  and  Gilbert  H.  Ford,  Jr.,  as  Master  and  Wardens,  respec- 
tively. Treasurer  Lantz  and  Secretary  HufEeld  were  reelected. 
Walter  F.  Jennings  and  Ross  DeMay  were  appointed  Deacons, 
Donald  H.  Clark  and  Leon  A.  Bradbury  were  named  Stewards, 
Julius  L.  Schmidt,  Jr.,  was  named  Marshal  and  the  entire  corps  of 
officers  was  installed  December  10,  1958. 

Past  Master  Benjamin  B.  Crocker  received  the  Thirty-third 
Degree  in  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  in  September,  1959, 
and  was  honored  by  the  Lodge  at  a  dinner  on  December  9. 

During  the  year  the  Lodge  voted  funds  to  refurnish  "the  room 
or  rooms"  which  it  sponsored  at  the  Masonic  Home  in  Walling- 
ford. 

The  Lodge  charter  which  had  been  in  the  custody  of  the  State 
Librarian  since  1937,  by  vote  of  the  Lodge  in  that  year,  was  re- 
turned. The  Lodge,  acting  under  instructions  from  the  Grand 
Lodge,  placed  the  charter  in  its  archives  under  the  care  of  the 
Trustees.  It  is  in  the  bank  vault  storage  which  contains  other 
Lodge  records  (1961)  and  the  duplicate  is  used  for  normal  public 
record. 

The  annual  meeting  of  December  2,   1959,  named  Frank  J. 
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Prior,  Gilbert  H.  Ford,  Jr.,  and  Walter  F.  Jennings  to  the  first 
three  offices.  The  appointive  line  officers  were  advanced  at  the 
installation  on  December  16  and  Russell  P.  Bottomley  was  ap- 
pointed Marshal.  A.  Stanley  Usher,  who  had  substituted  as  organist 
for  most  of  1959  was  appointed  formally  to  serve  for  the  Lodge 
year  of  i960. 

The  Master  appointed  a  committee  on  January  20,  i960,  to 
begin  plans  for  the  observance  of  the  200th  Anniversary  on  March 
21,  1962.  Past  Master  W.  Foster  Schreeder  was  named  as  chair- 
man with  Past  Masters  Irving  E.  Partridge,  Jr.,  C.  Arthur  Lantz, 
William  T.  Ebersold,  William  C.  Murray,  Herbert  A.  Huffield  and 
Brothers  Gerardi,  Marshall,  Ford  and  Jennings.  The  Master,  of 
course,  was  automatically  a  member.  The  Master  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  prepare  a  history  of  the  Lodge  for  the  200th  Anniversary 
consisting  of  Past  Master  Murray,  chairman;  Past  Masters  Schree- 
der and  Huffield  and  Brother  Harold  W.  Marshall. 

Past  Master  William  Warner  Pierson  (1925)  died  January  22, 
i960.  The  Past  Masters  and  the  Lodge  officers  conducted  a  Masonic 
funeral  service  for  him  on  January  24,  i960. 

Gilbert  H.  Ford,  Jr.,  was  elected  to  the  Master's  chair  on  De- 
cember 7,  ig6o,  forty-seven  years  after  his  grandfather,  Evelyn  B. 
Ford  had  been  elected  to  the  same  station  on  December  3,  1913. 
Walter  F.  Jennings  and  Donald  H.  Clark  were  elected  Wardens 
and  the  Treasurer  and  Secretary  were  reelected.  The  appointive 
line  officers  named  at  the  installation  on  December  21,  i960,  were 
Leon  A.  Bradbury  and  Julius  L.  Schmidt,  Jr.,  as  Deacons,  Russell 
F.  Bottomley  and  Emerson  W.  Thompson  as  Stewards  and  Richard 
F.  Bascom  as  Marshal.  The  committee  on  the  200th  Anniversary 
was  continued  by  the  Master,  with  Past  Master  Prior  and  W.  M. 
Ford  technically  exchanging  places  on  the  committee. 

The  exigencies  of  printing  in  time  for  the  actual  anniversary, 
March  21,  1962,  requires  that  this  document  be  halted  here  with 
the  insertion  as  a  separate  page  of  the  list  of  officers  elected  and 
appointed  in  December,  1961,  to  serve  for  the  Bicentennial  Year 
of  1962. 
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Appendix  A 
MEETING  PLACES 

During  the  preparation  of  this  record  those  familial  with 
it  have  requested  a  summary  ol  meeting  places  apart  from  the  nor- 
mal mention  in  the  foregoing  text.  The  following  pi  re- 
vealed in  the  minutes  either  as  meeting  pla<  es  or,  in  one  instant  e, 
as  a  place  sought  but  not  procured. 

The  first  was  Hezakiah  Colyer's,  probably  an  inn  oi  tavern.  Its 
exact  location  cannot  be  ascertained  by  this  writer  but  n  appx 
to  have  been  near  the  present  "center,"  although  not  on  the  street 
now  named  Main. 

In  the  winter  of  1763,  shortly  after  the  Lodged  start  a  move 
was  made  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Flagg's  (listed  in  the  accounts  .is  "Wido 
Flagg").  Joseph  Flagg,  her  son  and  successor,  was  host  to  the   I  1 
until  1783.  The  Flagg  property  was  approximately  opposite    the 
present-day  First  or  Center  Church. 

The  third  meeting  place  was  the  house  of  David  Bull  to  which 
the  Lodge  moved  April  23,  1783.  This  was  on  the  west  side  <>t  pres- 
ent Main  Street  roughly  opposite  the  Old  State  House  site. 

A  rumor  concerning  meetings  at  Morgan's  Coffee  House  is  noi 
supported  by  the  minute  books  although  there  may  have  been  so- 
cial events  there  on  occasion. 

August  27,  1817,  is  notable  because  a  Lodge  commit  tee  re- 
ported that  it  had  "hired  a  room"  for  ten  years  but  the  record  did 
not  disclose  the  location  of  the  room.  On  January  9,  1822.  four  and 
one-half  years  later  the  minutes  recorded  renewal  of  the  lease  Eor 
fifteen  years  and  identified  the  property  as  a  part  of  the  Aaron  Olm- 
sted estate.  Which  part  was  not  recorded  nor  is  it  clear  from  other 
available  records. 

During  the  troubled  early  1830's  mention  was  made  o\  rental 
payments  and  hints  given  of  a  desire  to  get  smaller  quarters.  1  ack 
of  success  in  any  attempted  change  is  indicated  by  no  mention  of  a 
new  meeting  place  until  January  14,  1835,  when  the  vote  was  taken 
on  the  proposed  surrender  of  the  charter.  That  meeting  was  at 
"Franklin  Hall,"  a  central  but  otherwise  unidentified  location. 

The  next  meeting  took  place  almost  eleven  months  later  on  De- 
cember 3,  1835,  at  Denslow's  Hall. 
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In  June,  1840,  "the  Committee  did  not  succeed  in  procuring 
the  Room  in  Central  Rowe"  and  it  was  instructed  to  get  Denslow's 
Hall  or  any  other  room  "they  think  proper." 

The  Lodge  continued  in  Denslow's  Hall  until  it  voted  to  move 
to  Mr.  Catlin's  building  on  March  13,  1844. 

The  next  move  was  voted  on  May  7  and  21,  1851,  and  was  com- 
pleted on  April  21,  1852,  when  the  Lodge  took  up  its  quarters  in 
Mr.  Sisson's  building  or  block  "near  the  arch."  This  was  then  130 
Main  Street  and  now  460.  The  site  is  part  of  the  area  upon  which 
a  new  Federal  Building  is  being  erected  in  1961  at  the  southeast 
corner  of  Sheldon  and  Main  Streets. 

The  Lodge  remained  at  the  Sisson  property  until  February  27, 
1867,  when  it  moved  to  the  Roberts  Block.  This  building  just 
south  of  Christ  Church  contained  the  entrance  to  the  then  Roberts 
Opera  House,  later  the  Hartford  Opera  House  and  still  later  Hart- 
ford Theatre.  The  building  was  removed  about  1930  to  permit  ex- 
pansion of  a  department  store  structure  still  on  the  site  in  1961. 

On  September  5,  1877,  the  Lodge  moved  across  Main  Street  to 
the  newly  erected  Cheney  Building,  since  known  as  the  Brown- 
Thomson  Building. 

With  the  same  casual  approach  to  dates  in  the  1895  minutes  as 
the  earlier  minutes  reveal  with  relation  to  addresses,  the  Lodge 
moved  from  the  Cheney  Building  to  the  Ann  Street  Masonic  Tem- 
ple in  1895,  where  as  the  Two-hundredth  Anniversary  is  observed 
in  1962,  the  Lodge  will  have  been  resident  for  sixty-seven  years. 
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Appendix  B 

MASTERS 

(With  Date  of  Election) 

*John  Townley 

March  2 1 

1762 

*William  Jepson 

June  24 

17G3 

*James  Church 

December  27 

1764 

*Abraham  Beach 

February  26 

1766 

*James  Church 

November  28 

1766 

*  Ralph  Pomeroy 

December  23 

1782 

*William  Adams 

June  25 

1789 

*Ephraim  Root 

January  9 

1793 

*Timothy  Burr 

January  25 

1797 

*Ephraim  Root 

January  10 

1798 

*James  Ward 

February  10 

1808 

*Ephraim  Root 

January  9 

1811 

*David  Porter 

January  8 

1812 

*James  Ward 

January  12 

1814 

*James  Babcock 

January  1 1 

1815 

*Sheldon  W.  Candee 

January  8 

1817 

*Thomas  K.  Brace 

January  14 

1818 

*James  M.  Goodwin 

January  13 

1819 

*Elizur  Goodrich,  Jr. 

January  10 

1821 

*  Charles  Sheldon 

June  27 

1821 

*  James  M.  Goodwin 

January  9 

1822 

*  George  Putnam 

January  14 

1824 

*Samuel  G.  Goodrich 

January  12. 

1825 

*James  Ward 

January  1 1 

1826 

*  Isaac  Perkins 

January  10 

1827 

*Dennison  Morgan 

January  1 1 

1832 

*  Horace  Goodwin,  2nd 

January  9 

1833 

*Benoni  A.  Shepard 

January  1 1 

1843 

#Theodore  Spencer,  Jr. 

January  1 

1845 

*Allyn  Goodwin 

January  6 

1847 

*  David  Clark 

January  5 

184S 

*  Cyrus  Goodell 

January  3 

1849 

*  James  H.  Ashmead 

January  9 

1850 

*  Deceased 
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*  Henry  Perkins 

*  James  H.  Ashmead 

*  George  Giddings 

*  Chester  Hebard 

*  James  B.  Crosby 
*Stephen  Babcock 
*Stiles  D.  Sperry 

*  Henry  P.  Seymour 

*  Willis  J.  Goodsell 

*  Henry  H.  Fitch 
*Levi  Woodhouse 
*Lucius  E.  Hunt 

*  George  W.  Lester 
*Amos  Pillsbury 
*Nelson  G.  Hinckley 
*Joseph  K.  Wheeler 
*F.  A.  Cole 

*Leonard  A.  Dickinson 
*William  Knox 
*Seth  E.  Marsh 

*  Wilbur  H.  Townsend 

*  Oliver  Woodhouse 

*  William  B.  Flagg 
*William  E.  Cone 
*Seth  E.  Marsh 
*John  W.  Phelps 

*  Henry  H.  Dayton 
*E.  Henry  Hyde,  Jr. 
*Rial  S.  Peck 
*Cardella  E.  Brown 
*William  F.  Henney 

*  George  H.  Folts 

*  Richard  L.  Finney 
*Nelson  G.  Hinckley 
*Asahel  A.  Hunt 

*  George  H.  Hebard 
*Charles  E.  Goodrich 

*  George  D.  Bates 

*  William  H.  Law 
*F.  Wilson  Rogers 

*  Edward  Mahl 
*William  J.  Pinney 
*Curtis  P.  Gladding: 


April  3 
January  8 
December  24 
January  14 
January  5 
January  3 
January  2 
January  7 
January  6 
January  5 
January  4 
January  2 
January  7 
January  6 
January  4 
January  3 
January  1 
January  6 
January  5 
January  4 
January  1 
January  7 
December  29 
December  27 
December  26 
December  25 
December  3 
December  2 
December  2 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December  2 
December  2 
December  3 
December  30, 
December  28, 
December  27, 
December  26, 
December  25, 


9- 


27, 
26, 


9- 
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*Howard  H.  C.  Bingham 
*Theodore  H.  Goodrich 
•A.C.  J.  Williams 
*A.  F.  Booth 

*  Edward  Eberle 

*  Henry  S.  Strong 
William  O.  Shelley 

*Ervin  L.  Furrey 

*  George  L.  Vannais 

*  George  M.  Smith 
*Joseph  E.  Berry 
*Eugene  C.  Down 

*  George  E.  Cox 
*William  H.  Nugent 

*  Clifford  O.  Moore 

*  Henry  H.  Dickinson 
John  Dunlop 

*  Evelyn  B.  Ford 
*Clinton  G.  Nichols 
*Joseph  L.  Cook 

*  Harold  D.  Fairweather 
*William  J.  Reid 

*  Frank  Lee  Magee 
William  E.  Hanmer 

*William  C.  Welling 
Edgar  B.  Peck 
Benjamin  B.  Crocker 

*  Garret  D.  Brower 
*William  W.  Pierson 
*Nathaniel  J.  Scott 

*  Robert  M.  Yergason 
*Starr  L.  Beckwith-Ewell 

W.  Grover  Barnard 

*J.  Francis  Brydon 
Irving  E.  Partridge,  Jr. 
Roy  A.  Warner 

*D  wight  H.  S  tough  ton 
George  A.  Wardinski 
Howard  B.  Phelon 
Frederick  L.  Clark 
Robert  H.  Weir 
Frank  E.  Bohman 
Frederick  G.  Reincke 


1 )( (  embei  16 

December  15 

D( •<  embei  2 1 

Decern  bei  20 

December  19 

December  18 

December  17 

December  16 

December  2 1 

December  20 

December  19 

December  18 

December  16 

December  1 

December  7 

December  6 

December  4 

December  3 

December  2 

December  1 

December  6 

December  5 

December  4 

December  3 

December  1 

December  7 

December  6 

December  5 

December  a 

December 

December 

December 

December 

December 

December  u 

December  2 

December  7 

December  6 

December  5 

December  4 

December  2 

December  1 

December  7 


"•7 

900 

901 

902 

903 
904 

905 

906 

907 
908 

9°9 
910 

911 

912 

9*3 

9*4 

915 
916 

917 

918 

■9*9 
920 

921 

922 

923 

924 

925 
926 

927 

928 

929 
93o 
931 
932 
933 
934 
935 
936 
937 
938 
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Arthur  M.  Grayson 
C.  Arthur  Lantz 
Harlan  F.  Torrey 

*  Frank  S.  Gocher 
Frederick  J.  Links 
J.  Powell  Schunder 
Harry  H.  Young 
Robert  W.  Hunter 
Herbert  A.  Huffield 
Richard  G.  Gould 

*  Edward  H.  Crosby 
*Stuart  R.  Kibbe 

*  William  Orkney 
William  C.  Murray 
Wendell  F.  Koger 
George  W.  Weeks 
William  T.  Ebersold 
Ralph  G.  Kenneson 
W.  Foster  Schreeder 
Edward  P.  Tucker 
Frank  J.  Prior 
Gilbert  H.  Ford,  Jr. 
Walter  F.  Jennings 


December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 


TREASURERS 


George  Caldwell 
William  Ellery 
Thomas  Hopkins 
James  Tiley 
Samuel  Burr 
George  Goodwin 
Elisha  Babcock 
Aaron  Hosford 
Solomon  Porter 
Joseph  Utley 
Timothy  Burr,  Jr. 
Moses  Tryon 
Eliphalet  Terry,  Jr. 
Henry  Newberry 
Amos  Bull 
Horace  Burr 
Joseph  Wheeler 


January  19, 

June  24, 

January  10, 

December  23, 

January  12, 

June  25, 

January  14, 

January  24, 

June  7, 

August  29, 

January  13, 

January  29, 

January  2 1 , 

February  10, 

January  9, 

January  8, 

January  12, 
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Sheldon  W.  Candee 
James  M.  Goodwin 
Horatio  G.  Hale 
Charles  Babcock 
Nathan  Morgan 
Daniel  Colt 
Charles  Sheldon 
Charles  Spencer 
Ariel  Hancock 
Daniel  P.  Hopkins 
Phineas  Talcott 
Solomon  Porter 
Charles  Butler 
Barzillai  Hudson,  Jr. 
James  M.  Goodwin 
Lemuel  Humphrey 
Lot  Dean 
Josiah  S.  Rice 
Mason  Gross 
Stiles  D.  Sperry 
Henry  A.  Goodwin 
Nelson  G.  Hinckley 
Lester  H.  Goodwin 
Fred  P.  Holt 
Samuel  C.  Doty 
Harold  D.  Fairweather 
Herbert  Spencer 
C.  Arthur  Lantz 


SECRETARIES 


Abraham  Beach 
William  Gardiner 
William  Adams 
William  Nichols 
Oliver  Wolcott,  Jr. 
Charles  Hopkins 
Jesse  Root,  Jr. 
Elias  Morgan 
William  Barton,  Jr. 
Aaron  Gaylord 
Moses  Tryon,  Jr. 
Aaron  Hosford 


January  i  i . 

1815 

[anuai  y  io, 

1816 

January  8, 

- 

January  14, 

1818 

\pnl  8, 

1818 

January  13, 

i8ig 

January  12, 

1820 

January  10, 

1821 

January  9, 

1822 

January  8, 

1823 

January  14, 

1824 

January  12, 

1825 

January  1 1 , 

i.s-C 

January  10, 

1827 

January  9, 

1828 

January  13, 

1830 

January  4, 

1844 

January  6, 

1847 

August  15, 

1849 

January  7, 

1857 

January  6, 

1858 

January  3, 

1872 

December  29, 

1887 

December  20, 

1899 

December  18, 

1901 

December  1, 

1926 

December  4, 

1929 

December  1, 

1943 

January  19, 

1763 

February  20, 

1766 

June  10, 

1766 

December  27, 

1783 

January  23, 

1786 

June  25, 

1787 

January  17, 

*793 

January  24, 

*797 

January  28, 

1801 

January  20, 

1802 

January  22, 

1804 

January  10, 

1805 
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James  Ward 
John  Wales 
Philo  Hillyer 
John  M.  Gannett 
John  Leffingwell 
James  Babcock 
Jeremiah  Brown 
Noah  A.  Phelps,  Jr. 
Horatio  G.  Hale 
Charles  Babcock 
Nathan  Morgan 
Elizur  Goodrich,  Jr. 
Barzillai  Hudson,  Jr. 
Simeon  L.  Loomis 
Charles  Sheldon 
Zephaniah  Preston 
Horatio  Alden 
Dennison  Morgan 
Daniel  P.  Hopkins 
Phineas  Talcott 
Nathan  Colton 
Zephaniah  Preston 
Nathan  Morgan 
Benjamin  H.  Norton 
Lemuel  Humphrey 
Alfred  Copeland 
Nathan  Colton 
Elisha  Harrington 
Theodore  Spencer,  Jr. 
Normand  Lyman 
William  B.  Ely 
Gurdon  Robbins,  Jr. 
James  Bolter 
Chauncey  S.  Martin 
Nathan  M.  Waterman 
Elihu  Geer 
Henry  A.  Chapin 
William  H.  Donaldson 
J.  S.  Brown 
R.  Augustus  Erving 
Ezra  A.  Dow 
J.  Judson  Dimmock 
Lucius  S.  Boles 


May  2 

1805 

January  29 

1806 

February  10 

1808 

January  25 

1809 

January  9 

1811 

January  8 

1812 

January  12 

1814 

January  1 1 

1815 

January  10 

1816 

January  8 

1817 

January  14 

1818 

April  8 

1818 

January  13 

1819 

March  10 

1819 

October  13 

1819 

January  12 

1820 

July  26 

1820 

January  10 

1821 

January  9 

1822 

January  8 

1823 

January  14 

1824 

January  12 

1825 

January  1 1 

1826 

January  10 

1827 

January  9 

1828 

January  13 

1830 

January  12 

1831 

January  14 

1835 

January  13 

1836 

January  2 

1839 

January  1 1 

1843 

January  4 

1844 

May  22 

1844 

January  1 

1845 

January  6 

1847 

January  5 

1848 

January  3 

1849 

January  9 

1850 

January  8 

1851 

January  14 

1852 

January  5 

1853 

January  4 

1854 

January  3 

1855 
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Andrew  D.  Euson 
Henry  H.  Fitch 
Lucius  E.  Hunt 
George  P.  Preston 
Charles  A.  Stillman 
Sanford  K.  Palmer 
Henry  K.  Peck 
R.  D.  Hawley 
Titus  B.  Latimer 
Zeno  P.  King 
Robert  H.  Kellogg 
James  H.  Brewster 
Horace  R.  Morley 
John  S.  Crooks 
George  W.  Hadlock 
Charles  A.  Wheeler 
George  H.  Carey 
Joseph  K.  Wheeler 
J.  Seymour  Chase 
Joseph  E.  Wheeler 
Mahlon  H.  Moyer 
Benjamin  F.  Wile 
John  Dunlop 
Herbert  A.  Huffield 


[anuary  2, 
January  7, 

Januar 

June  -'<>. 

January  4, 

January  7, 

January  8, 

January  3, 

January  2, 

January  1, 

January  6, 

January  4, 

January  1, 

January  7, 

December  30, 

December  29, 

December  26, 

December  30, 

December  31, 

December  16, 

December  15, 

December  1, 

December  4, 


TYLERS 


John  Bunce 
William  Watson 
William  Morse 
David  Wadsworth 
Uriah  Shepard 
Ebenezer  Russell 
Zerad  Eaton 
Donald  McCauley 
Ebenezer  Russell 
Azor  Hatch 
Anthony  Jeffrey 
Augustus  Andros 
Marcellus  Landers 
Azor  Hatch 

Christopher  Huntington 
Azor  Hatch 


January  27, 

November  10, 

October  12, 

May  25, 

April  27, 

November  9, 

November  5, 

October  13, 

January  8, 

January  14, 

May  26, 

July  26, 

September  1 1. 

October  1 1 . 

January  24. 

March  28. 
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John  Coss  January  9,  1828 

Azor  Hatch  January  14,  1829 

Ludovicus  Stowell  January  14,  1835 

Jonathan  Bliss  January  1,  1840 

Elizur  Skinner  January  11,  1843 

Henry  E.  Patten  November  3,  1858 

William  Knox  September  30,  1874 

Edward  T.  Main  December  31,  1890 

Charles  A.  Jones  December  20,  1899 

George  A.  Loomis  December  21,  1904 

Ernest  DeC.  Stager  December  14,  1949 
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LODGE  OFFICERS 

1962 

Walter  F.  Jennings  Worshipful  Master 

Donald  H.  Clark  Senior  Warden 

Leon  A.  Bradbury  Junior  Warden 

Wor.  Bro.  C.  Arthur  Lantz  Treasurer 

Wor.  Bro.  John  Dunlop  Secretary  Emeritus 

Wor.  Bro.  Herbert  A.  Huffield  Secretary 

Wor.  Bro.  William  O.  Shelley  Chaplain  Emeritus 

Bradford  C.  Sperry  Chaplain 

Harold  W.  Marshall  Associate  Chaplain 

Julius  L.  Schmidt,  Jr.  Senior  Deacon 

Russell  F.  Bottomley  Junior  Deacon 

Emerson  W.  Thompson  Senior  Steward 

Richard  Bascom  Junior  Steward 

Emory  Anglin  Marshal 

A.  Stanley  Usher  Organist 

Ernest  DeC.  Stager  Tyler 
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